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“Too much of anything is bad,
but too much good whiskey is
barely enough”

-Mark Twain

“I have every possession |
want. | have a lot of friends
who have a lot more posses-
sions. But in some cases, | fell
the possession possesses
them, rather than the other
way around”

-Warren Buffett
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to the company’s share price on
March 31%. The deal is ex-
pected to close in the first quar-
ter of 2026. At the same time
META is in talks to make a
multibillion-dollar investment in
Scale an Al startup. Scale uses
an army of contractors to label
the data that tech firms such as
Meta Platforms and OpenAl use
to train and improve their Al
models, and helps companies
make custom Al applications.
Scale is run by 27-year-old CEO
Alexandr Wang (source: Bloom-
berg, Yahoo Finance).

Michelin Ratings: The Michelin
brothers, Andre and Edouard,
did more than just make car
tires. In 1900, they published a
free red guide full of maps, me-
chanics, and restaurants in an
aim to boost road trips and thus,
tire sales. By 1926, they’'d quiet-
ly started rating restaurants,
expanding to a 1-3-star system
in 1931. One star represented a
“good” restaurant, two stars
justified a detour to check it out,
and three stars meant it was
worth a special trip. There are
presently 153 restaurants in the
world that hold a 3-star Michelin

rating (source: Auguste Escof-
fier School of Culinary Arts).

Weight Loss: About 4% of U.S.
adults are taking GLP-1 drugs,
and roughly half of that 4% take
them specifically for weight loss
or obesity (up by almost 600%
since 2019). The other half us-
es GLP-1s for Tpe-2 diabetes,
which is what they were origi-
nally meant to treat before the
FDA approved semaglutide for
weigh loss in 2021...a time
when celebrities such as Oprah
revealed they were using them.
The top drug companies mak-
ing GLP-1 are Novo Nordisk
and Eli Lilly (source: Axios).

Social Security: New data from
the Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA) indicate that a record
number of Americans have be-
gun dipping into their retirement
accounts during the first seven
months of fiscal year 2025. Fil-
ings for retirement benefits from
October 2024 to April increased
by 276,572 from the same peri-
od in fiscal 2024 with more sen-
iors claiming at earlier ages.
The trust fund Social Security
relies on to help pay retirement

benefits may be depleted in
2033, at which point 77% of
those benefits will be payable.
The programs combined trust
funds, which includes disabil-
ity insurance, may run out in
2034, one year sooner than
projected last year (source:
SSA).

Home Prices: Since 2000,
home prices in the U.S. have
risen +218%, while in the
U.K., They've risen 252%, in
Canada they’'ve gone up
334%, and in Australia,
they’ve rocketed northward of
390%. In Japan, however, the
value of homes has declined -
23% over the same period
(source: Creative Planning).

U Tube: More than 1.5 billion
people use Gmail, while You
Tube has more than 2.5 bil-
lion active users- 50% of
American adults visit You
Tube on a daily basis (source:
The Social Shepherd).

The world is changed by your example, not your opinion.”

~ Paulo Coelho
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