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DEAR VALUED CLIENT, 

Welcome to my Spring/Summer edition of “On Wealth.” With the 
Midwest warming up, I find myself reflecting on the journey of 
the past few months. From concluding my retirement planning 
classes “Passport to Retirement” at Hennepin Technical College 
to experiencing my first Berkshire Hathaway Annual Shareholder 
meeting, it’s been a period of rapid learning and personal growth.

A standout event of the season was my recent client gathering 
focused on Medicare and Social Security, which many of you 
graciously attended. We had engaging discussions, enjoyable 
libations, and even witnessed my daughter Daisy hone her public 
speaking skills.

In this issue of On Wealth, I’ll explore a range of topics that capture 
the essence of the season. On page 8, we illuminate the significance 
of tidying up errant files and folders on your hard drive—a digital 
spring cleaning that can simplify your digital life and boost 
productivity.

Moreover, we delve into the allure of exceptional vacations, providing 
insights and suggestions to ensure your travel experiences are 
truly unforgettable. Whether it’s uncovering hidden gems in exotic 
destinations or indulging in luxury getaways, I’ve curated content to 
fuel your wanderlust. Lastly, my personal favorite topic in this edition 
is centered around creating captivating water features in your garden. 
I’ll explore the transformative impact of water elements, from tranquil 
fountains to enchanting ponds, and how they can enhance the 
ambiance of your outdoor space.

Thank you for taking the time to read my spring/summer edition 
of  “On Wealth.” My aim, as always, is to offer you valuable insights, 
strategies, and inspirations that contribute to your financial goals and 
enrich your overall quality of life.
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For years my wife and I (and two pups) have welcomed spring with an 
early trip to the Boundary Water Canoe Area.  For us, it’s the simple 
joy of reconnecting with wilderness while dipping a paddle into the 
pristine water and gliding across a lake after months of snow, ice 
and cold. This spring trip will look different then years in the past. 
My wife Laura will be six months pregnant come April and we will be 
expecting our first child in early July. We are beyond excited to share 
this annual ritual with our baby girl. 

Spring can be the best time to break out your home maintenance 
checklist. In “A Springtime Checklist for Your Finances and Home,” 
we’ll explore how to keep your home in tip top shape, along with 
some tips for annual financial maintenance, too. 

If you’ve been thinking about setting up a charitable foundation, 
“Leaving a Lasting Legacy:  

How to Pay it Forward with a Charitable Foundation” will give you 
details on how you can start today to leave a meaningful legacy.

In “Engaging with Local History,” we’ll look at how you can embark 
on exciting adventures without leaving your hometown. Finally, if you 
have a green thumb, “Harvest at Home: Three Ways to Green Up 
Your Life” might give you some ideas you’d like to try this season.

Wishing you a spring full of renewal.  As always, call or email anytime.

WELCOME
DEAR VALUED CLIENT,

WARMLY,
 

Troy A. Gourde  
Financial Planner

Annual Labor Day 
Big Brat Giveaway

August 28-29 
Noon to 4pm

For more information 
on current events 

please visit

www.troygourde.com/events

SAVE THE DATE
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By Dan Farrell

You work hard all year long, and look forward to your vacation. So 
why settle for ordinary, when you could do something different this 
year and create memories that really will last a lifetime?

Today there are so many more choices than just taking a regular 
cruise or guided tour. If you're willing to think outside the box, and put 
a little effort into planning it, your vacation can be extraordinary.

First of all, think about your interests or passions. Is there something 
that you've always wanted to do like learn to paint, try skydiving, or 
scuba diving?

What about some place that you've always wanted to visit like Venice, 
Paris or Tahiti?

What do you love to do in your spare time? Visit art galleries, read or 
go to flea markets?

 -- Go for Extraordinary-- Go for Extraordinary

Don't Settle forDon't Settle for
an Ordinary Vacationan Ordinary Vacation
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If you've always wanted to be a painter, 

why not choose Paris? But instead of 

staying in a hotel, and making the rounds 

of the usual tourist attractions, check into 

renting a flat or participating in a housing 

exchange program. (You can find several 

reliable companies on the Internet.) On 

the money you'll save on the hotel and 

restaurants, sign up for art classes at one 

of the cultural centers near where you'll 

be staying. And instead of signing up for a 

guided tour, visit the tourist attractions with 

your paints and easel. Live the life of an 

artist in Paris for two weeks!

Interested in living dangerously? You can 

find several adventure programs that are 

created around the extreme sports you're 

most interested in -- such as skydiving, 

white water rafting or rock climbing -- and 

they are available almost everywhere in 

the world -- from Africa to Istanbul to the 

Arctic Circle.

Want to do more than lay around on a 

tropical beach and work on your tan? What 

about visiting another country and helping 

to build a home for a low-income family? 

Rebuilding a community after a natural 

disaster? Or working with orphans in a 

third-world country? Check with your local 

United Way or faith-based organization. 

Many nonprofit organizations such as 

Habitat for Humanity or the Red Cross 

organize special trips for people who want 

to make a difference.

Or, if you've always wondered what Green 

Peace Volunteers do or wanted to work on 

a scientific exhibition digging up fossils or 

exploring the ocean, why not give them 

a call, to see if you could spend your 

vacation as a working volunteer?

What about learning a foreign language? 
(Your local community college probably offers 
"immersion" vacations as a member of a language 
class. During your vacation, you stay as a guest 
in someone's home, and have the opportunity to 
live like a native. You'll become totally immersed 
in the country of your choice, having the chance 
to speak the language with your hosts, learn 
the best places to visit, and getting to eat home 
cooked meals.)

If you have an idea for the "perfect" vacation, 
or there's something you've always wanted to 
do, but don't know where to start to make it 
happen, call your local travel agent. I think you'll 
be pleasantly surprised by what she can help you 
arrange.

Whatever your interests, hobbies or passions, if 
you've got unfinished items on your "things to 
do before I die" list -- why not figure out a way 
to start putting a checkmark in front of some of 
them, by incorporating your dreams into your next 
vacation?

Author Bio
For more information on travel and especially The Venetian Las 
Vegas, go to: www.venetianlasvegashome.com
Article Source: http://www.ArticleGeek.com

Gibral
ter

Venice
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By Brandon Doyle

If you are like most people, you have hundreds of important 
files spread all over your hard drive. It seems that there is not 
a universal way of handling these files and folders. Luckily there 
are a few simple things that you can do to manage and organize 
all your work.

1. Keep it simple. If you have multiple customers/clients/patients 
that need extra information stored about them outside of your usual 
database, create a file folder for the information and use the same 
naming conventions on all the files. For example: You could use the 
first three letters of a last name followed by 01.

   Take 
  Charge
Of Errant 
   FilesAnd
       Folders!

   Take 
  Charge
Of Errant 
   FilesAnd
       Folders!
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5. Working with Microsoft Word 
Documents. It is easy to add revision 
remarks and page numbers to Word 
Documents. Revision remarks are 
important if you are working on a 
Document that needs to be seen by 
multiple people multiple times. For 
example: A small to medium project. 
Developers use Version numbers to track 
their software; the same should be done 
with Word Documents. To open the 
Header or Footer of a Word document, 
click on 'View | Header and Footer'. Next, 
click on the 'Switch between Header and 
Footer' button to switch between the two. 
Click on the 'Insert Page number' button 
to automatically add page numbers to 
the Document. (It would be embarrassing 
to give a technical presentation without 
page numbers. Your audience would lose 
confidence in your presentation, not to 
mention your word processing abilities.) 
Next, you can add revision remarks. 
Simply type 'Rev. A' below the line that 
has the page number OR whatever 
remarks you want.

6. Finally, have you ever been inside a 
folder and you can't find a sub-folder or 
a file? Well, it is very easy to get those 
folders and files to shape up. Click on 
'View | Arrange Icons By' and choose 
an option. This will get those wandering 
folders and files to get back in line!

Author Bio
Author: Brandon Doyle | www.doylesoftutah.com
Article Source: http://www.ArticleGeek.com

2. Numerical files can be sorted 
numerically. When dealing with numerical 
files, make sure to add an initial zero 
before the number 1 or 3. For example: 
If you have one file named customer10 
and another file named customer1, the 
customer10 file is sorted first if you sort 
by name. This can be really annoying. 
However, if customer1 is renamed to 
customer01 it will take care of the 
problem.

3. The amazing Windows Run command. 
If you have Windows 95 or higher, you 
have access to the nifty run command. In 
our testing, the run command will open 
any folder or file in the Windows folder 
and any other folder locations specified in 
your Autoexec.bat. These are known as 
paths. Common paths are the Windows 
folder and system folders. Paths can also 
be C:Program FilesMicrosoft Office. This 
means that in the Run window, you can 
type ‘excel’ and Microsoft Excel will open. 
You can also open folders. Just type the 
name of the folder and it opens right 
up. If you type ‘calc’ in the Run window 
and press Enter; Calculator opens. Very 
cool! Poke around and see what else you 
can do with the Run command. You can 
access Run by clicking on Start and Run.

4. Working with Microsoft Excel 
spreadsheets. Speaking of Excel, it is easy 
to work with different sheets inside the 
same Workbook. Think of the Workbook 
as the single *.xls file. When Excel starts a 
new Workbook, you have Sheet1, Sheet2, 
and Sheet3 on the bottom of the screen. 
You can right click on any of these sheets 
and rename them to something else. 
Simply left clicking on the Sheet takes you 
to that Sheet.
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Want to add additional charm and tranquility to your garden? 
Incorporate a water feature. No matter what size or type of garden 
you have, there are a number of water features that will fit into any 

design or space, as well as any budget. A garden pond can add 
special qualities to nearly any landscape.

Vinyl or fiberglass pond liners are widely available at garden centers 
or through water garden suppliers. These come in a variety of sizes 
which offer flexible options to easily suit your particular needs. They 

can also be placed either above or below ground so if your space 
cannot accommodate a large water pond, such as with balconies, 

containers make excellent alternatives.

Nearly any type of watertight container can be easily transformed 
into a miniature garden pond. If it's not watertight, PVC liners are 

available at most garden centers which will help to waterproof your 
container. Half-wooden barrels and galvanized washtubs are the 

most commonly used.

Place your pond in a location that receives at least 4-6 hours of 
full sun. Make certain that your site is leveled off as well. If your 

space permits, stick your mini pond in the ground to help minimize 
the chances of it freezing over. Dig out the soil, keeping it large 
enough for your pond liner or container to fit into. Level off the 

bottom and add an even layer of sand. Place the liner or container 
inside and fill in around it with the excavated dirt. Add some water 
and approximately 3-5 plants, depending on the size of your pond. 

Water lilies, cattails, water hyacinths, and sweet flag are exceptional 
choices. Conceal the outer edges of your pond with additional 

moisture-loving plants and rocks for further interest.

Making a Splash 
with Water 

Features 
in the Garden

By: Nikki Phipps



You could also place a stone basin among 
a group of plantings. Make sure the basin 
is large enough to catch water. Hollow out 
3/4 of a bamboo cane and cut this into 
two varying lengths, one long and one 
short, with the shorter piece hollowed only 
halfway. Slightly angle the hollowed end of 
the short cane (this is where the water runs 
out). Meanwhile, place a submersible pump 
in a reservoir behind the basin and secure 
in place using stones. Insert vinyl tubing 
through the large piece of cane, fastening 
the bottom part to your submersible pump. 
Drill out a hole near the center of the small 
piece of bamboo just large enough to fit 
the top of the larger piece inside, running 
the remainder of vinyl tubing through the 
small cane. Once secure, seal this with a 
waterproof sealant such as caulking (clear). 
Conceal the reservoir with plants. Fill both 
the basin and reservoir with water, plug it up, 
and enjoy its soft trickle effect.

If ponds, waterfalls, or fountains are not your 
thing, even the most subtle of water accents, 
such as basins and birdbaths, can add a 
sense of peace to your garden. Birdbaths can 
be nothing more than a shallow dish of water 
sitting on an over-turned container.

There are endless ways to add water to your 
landscape; simply use a little creativity and 
see what happens.

Author Bio
This article was written by Nikki Phipps and sponsored by 
Gardening Know How, your source for gardening information. 
Reproductions of this article are encouraged but must include
a live link back to www.gardeningknowhow.com

Article Source: http://www.ArticleGeek.com

Moving water adds character to the garden, 
and both waterfalls and fountains make 
pleasant accents. Garden centers and 
professional pond retailers offer many types 
of easy, do-it-yourself kits that fit nearly any 
budget or garden design.

Waterfalls can flow over rocks or run down 
retaining walls. They can be formal or 
informal. There are numerous resources 
available for waterfall ideas; however, 
different landscapes will affect the overall 
design. Therefore, to achieve a successful 
waterfall design, be sure to choose an area 
and design that will fit into your specific 
landscape.

Fountains always make wonderful additions 
to any type of setting, and fountain kits 
can make this possible. Fountains come in 
an array of choices to suit your personal 
preferences; they can splash, gurgle, spray, 
drip, etc. You can place your fountain just 
about anywhere. For instance, the bottom of 
a small pond or even a large container such 
as an urn, planter, barrel, or strawberry jar 
can create stunning homes for your fountain. 
Place the fountain pump in the bottom 
of your pond or container and follow the 
instructions included with your kit. Enhance 
the fountain with stones, pebbles, and 
plants.

Hollowed-out bamboo canes can also be 
transformed into serene water features. 
For example, drill some holes in various 
areas along the cane. Attach the cane, in 
an upright position, to a submersible pump 
placed in the bottom of a large container, 
such as a half-wooden barrel. Fill with water, 
plug it into a nearby outlet, and relax to the 
soothing sounds of water trickling from the 
cane.
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Troy A. Gourde, Financial Planner
9800 Shelard Parkway, Suite 220
Plymouth, MN 55441

Direct: 763.525.0001 x7760
Toll-Free: 800.250.6821
Text: 952.446.7760
troygourde.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advice offered through Private Advisor Group, a registered investment advisor.  
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