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Recently there have been a lot of clients concerned with 
things that they are hearing on the news and what they 
should do about them. The nightly news is showing that 
our borders are being overrun by illegal immigrants, 
foreign countries are challenging the US military, our 
elected officials are not going to pay our bills and will 
lead us into a great depression. Is this the end of times? 
Not exactly, buried in the news is the positive stuff; 
the stock market is near all-time highs, businesses are 
looking for workers, and the real estate market is very 
strong. But how can this be? Since I don’t listen to all 
the talking heads on the news, I won’t comment on 
the things they say. Fortunately, our job is to focus on 
the things that affect our clients financially. While the 
topics on the news are very important, most of them 
have little impact on the financial well-being of our 
clients. Those same topics are likely to have little effect 
on how many cheeseburgers McDonalds sells or if you 
purchase an iphone or an Android, how much you can 
spend on a new car or what vacation you should go 
on. While it’s difficult at times to tune out all of the 
noise of the world and focus on the truly important 
information (financial information in this case), that 
is the job of our team here at Ridgetown Investments.  

We do discuss the headline topics, but we also debate 
their importance to our client’s well-being. We also 
realize that there is only so much time in a day. If we 

spend our time on topics that are unrelated to our 
clients well-being, we won’t have enough time to be the 
best we can for our clients. While I don’t recommend 
that people necessarily focus on what we think is 
important (even though finance is pretty awesome), it 
may be a good idea to take a step back and make sure 
that topics that are consuming your free time are those 
that you can have a positive impact on.  

Here is some examples of how we spend our free time;  
Elizabeth and her husband Cory are enjoying the 
beauty of Montana, Kathy spends her free time with 
her 3 wonderful grandchildren, James is enjoying being 
a newlywed and traveling with his wife Hannah, Andy 
and I are busy with our kids (2 girls for Andy, 2 boys 
for me).  Speaking of free time I have to go as my 8 year 
old son Logan wants to play soccer       I hope you all 
stay safe and have a great fall! 

Randy 
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TUNE OUT THE NOISE

RECIPE CORNER
Pumpkin Bread
INGREDIENTS
2 C All-purpose flour
1 ½ C Sugar
1 tsp baking soda
2 tsp baking powder
2 tsp cinnamon
3 large eggs room temperature
1 C vegetable oil
15 oz pumpkin puree

Preheat oven to 350degrees. Grease two loaf pans. In a large mixing bowl, whisk together the flour, sugar, baking 
soda, baking powder, and cinnamon.  In a separate mixing bowl, mix together eggs, oil and pumpkin puree.  Mix 
all ingredients together until smooth. Divide evenly between 2 prepared pans and bake 350F for 45-55 minutes. 
Let cool in pans for 10-15 minutes then transfer to a wire rack to fully cool. 
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GET TO KNOW…..

FIVE MOST 

OVERLOOKED 

TAX DEDUCTIONS

For those of you I haven’t met, my name is Kathy 
Lothschutz.  I am the client relations assistant here at 
Ridgetown and have worked with Randy for nearly a 
decade!  You will normally find me behind the front desk 
or on the phone.  I especially enjoy coordinating client 
events and getting to know our clients. 

Outside of work, our family grain farm keeps me active 
but I do enjoy cooking in my new kitchen, finding fun 
things at thrift stores or on Pinterest.  My favorite thing is 
being a ‘Grammy’ to Gavin, Drew & Paige.  

April 2022 SHRED DAY.  We are excited to announce 
Ridgetown Investments will be hosting a free shredding 
event at the office in April of 2022.  A great opportunity to 
dispose of unwanted personal financial and confidential 
documents.  
More details, including the date and time,  will be posted 
in the Spring newsletter and our website.

Also in April…. Outdoor Movie Night!  We have a 
giant outdoor movie screen ready to play a classic movie. 
Bring your outdoor seating, family & friends.  We’ll 
provide the popcorn!  

June 2022 Annual Ice Cream Client Appreciation 
Event & (NEW!) Art Show is being planned for summer 
2022.  Do you have a special art piece you have created 
(painting, wood project, photography, etc ) and would 
like to display for others to experience?  Please call our 
office for more information.

AS WE LOOK AHEAD 
TO 2022, OUR FOCUS 
IS SHARING WITH YOU 
WHAT WE DO!
About Ridgetown Investments:

Ridgetown Investments is a full-service financial consulting 
firm dedicated to helping our clients build wealth and 
protect their hard-earned assets. 

Specializing in Retirement and Estate Planning, our 
licensed LPL Financial Advisors will provide a tailored 
approach to financial advice and understand that your 
goals are of utmost importance to you and your family. 

It is our mission to improve the quality of our clients’ 
lives by helping them make wise financial decisions 
using the financial planning process; and to provide 
uncompromising integrity, trust, and the very best 
personalized service.

Services we offer for individuals and business owners: 

INDIVIDUALS

• Financial Planning 
• Estate Planning Strategies, Including

• Life Insurance
• Long-term Care Insurance 

• Retirement Planning & Rollover Services
• IRA’s
• Annuities
• Stocks, Bond & Mutual Funds
• College Savings

BUSINESS OWNERS

• Buy/Sell Agreements
• Disability Insurance
• Key-Person Insurance
• Key-Person Bonus Plans
• 401(k), Profit Sharing
• Solo 401(k) & SIMPLE 401(k)
• SEP-IRA

The content is developed from sources believed to be providing accurate information. The information in this material is not intended as tax or legal advice. It may not be used for 
the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. Please consult legal or tax professionals for specific information regarding your individual situation. This material was developed 
and produced by FMG Suite to provide information on a topic that may be of interest. FMG Suite is not affiliated with the named broker-dealer, state- or SEC-registered investment 
advisory firm. The opinions expressed and material provided are for general information, and should not be considered a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security. Copyright 
2021 FMG Suite.

Who among us wants to pay the IRS more taxes 
than we have to?

While few may raise their hands, Americans regularly 
overpay because they fail to take tax deductions for which 
they are eligible. Let’s take a quick look at the five most 
overlooked opportunities to manage your tax bill.

1. Reinvested Dividends: When your mutual fund 
pays you a dividend or capital gains distribution, 
that income is a taxable event (unless the fund is 
held in a tax-deferred account, like an IRA). If 
you’re like most fund owners, you reinvest these 
payments in additional shares of the fund. The 
tax trap lurks when you sell your mutual fund. If 
you fail to add the reinvested amounts back into 
the investment’s cost basis, it can result in double 
taxation of those dividends.1 

 

Mutual funds are sold only by prospectus. Please 
consider the charges, risks, expenses and investment 
objectives carefully before investing. A prospectus 
containing this and other information about the 
investment company can be obtained from your 
financial professional. Read it carefully before you 
invest or send money. 

2. Out-of-Pocket Charity: It’s not just cash donations 
that are deductible. If you donate goods or use your 
personal car for charitable work, these are potential 
tax deductions. Just be sure to get a receipt for any 
amount over $250.1

3. State Taxes: Did you owe state taxes when you filed 
your previous year’s tax returns? If you did, don’t 
forget to include this payment as a tax deduction 
on your current year’s tax return. The Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017 placed a $10,000 cap on the state 
and local tax deduction.2 

4. Medicare Premiums: If you are self-employed (and 
not covered by an employer plan or your spouse’s 
plan), you may be eligible to deduct premiums paid 
for Medicare Parts B and D, Medigap insurance 
and Medicare Advantage Plan. This deduction 
is available regardless of whether you itemize 
deductions or not. 

5. Income in Respect of a Decedent: If you’ve 
inherited an IRA or pension, you may be able to 
deduct any estate tax paid by the IRA owner from 
the taxes due on the withdrawals you take from the 
inherited account.3

1. IRS.gov, 2021

2. IRS.gov, 2021

3. Under the SECURE Act, in most circumstances, once you reach 
age 72, you must begin taking required minimum distributions 
from a Traditional Individual Retirement Account (IRA). 
Withdrawals from Traditional IRAs are taxed as ordinary income 
and, if taken before age 59½, may be subject to a 10% federal 
income tax penalty. You may continue to contribute to a Traditional 
IRA past age 70½ under the SECURE Act as long as you meet the 
earned-income requirement.


