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Overview: Plan Comparison tab

The Pro 529 Evaluator 
allows for easy, side-by-
side comparison of up 
to three 529 plans and 
investment portfolios.
The comparison tab 
allows users to evaluate 
plan features and 
compare fees and 
historical performance 
for the selected 
investment portfolio 
and share class.
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Overview: Analysis tab

Use the Analysis tab to:
• Estimate the potential value

of any available state tax
benefits

• Project the value of the 529
plan investment over time
by share class

• Estimate and compare total
fees over the lifetime of the
investment by portfolio and
share class
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Comparison:  Getting Started
All fields are blank when you first open the Pro 529 Evaluator. 
Click on the arrow to select a 529 plan. 
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Comparison:  Getting Started
Clicking on the arrow reveals 
a list of states from which 
you can select. 
Or, if you know the state or 
the plan name you want to 
compare, enter the first few 
letters of the name, and then 
select the desired option.
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Comparison:  Getting Started
Finally, select the type of portfolio and then select the desired portfolio by name. 

Hint: At any point, 
you can go back 
to the previous 
step by clicking 
the grey arrow.



9

Comparison:  Direct-Sold Plan 
Warning

When an advisor clicks to select a direct-
sold plan for display, they will receive a 
warning message. 
Advisors can dismiss the warning and 
proceed with evaluating a direct-sold plan. 
Note that not all states offer a broker-sold 
529 plan.
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Comparison:  Features
Once plans have been 
selected, information 
populates for each of the 
select plans in three 
categories:  
• Company (information

about the company
managing the 529 plan)

• Plan (information,
features, ratings, etc.
related to the 529 plan)

• Investment Options
(information specific to
the selected portfolio,
including fees and
historical performance)
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Comparison:  Fields Displayed

Click “Edit Rows to Display” to see all fields available and 
to change which features are displayed
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Comparison:  Investment 
Options

The Investment Options 
section of the comparison 
displays fees and historical 
performance. The highest 
rates of return and lowest 
expense ratios are 
highlighted.
• Note – Click on the arrow

to display and select other
available share classes
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Analysis:  Getting Started
Advisors must update the assumptions displayed across the top of the Analysis tab for 
accurate information and projections. Note that the state of residence defaults to the 
sponsoring state of the first 529 plan that appears on the Compare tab.
The Analysis tab displays the state’s tax benefit information (where applicable) at the top 
of the page. The estimated benefit display further on the page, and is based on tax filing 
status, HHI, expected contributions and investment horizon.
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Analysis:  Getting Started
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Analysis:  Getting Started
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Analysis:  Getting Started
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Analysis:  Getting Started

Note that if the advisor indicates the child’s age is 13 or 
younger, a share class warning will display.
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Analysis:  Projected Savings
The projected savings section illustrates the impact of expenses on projected savings by 
share class. 
Advisors can change the expected rate of return, but should use the same rate of return 
for all plans in order to compare the impact of expenses. 
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If the client is 
eligible for a state 
tax benefit based 
on state of 
residence and 
selected plan, the 
total estimated 
value appears in 
addition to the 
projected savings

Analysis:  Projected Savings

Note – Selected 
plan and/or 
portfolio can be 
changed on the 
Analysis tab at any 
time by clicking on 
the arrow next to 
the portfolio name
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Analysis:  Estimated Fees
The advisor can hover over any tool tips in the Estimated Fees & Tax 
Savings section for definitions and more information.

Potential annual state tax benefit, 
net of projected increase in 

federal tax for itemizers

This is the annual net investment 
return required to make up for the 
value of any lost state tax benefit

These are the estimated 
total fees that each 
portfolio/share class 

combination would incur 
over the lifetime of the 

investment.

A Class shares use the 
maximum allowable sales 
charge. Note that the plan 

may offer breakpoint 
pricing with a reduced 

sales charge.

C Class shares take C to A 
share class conversion, if 

applicable, into 
consideration when 

calculating total fees.
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Downloading the Report
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When the advisor has completed updating assumptions in the Evaluator, he or she can 
download a pdf report that captures all of the information generated by the tool in the 
session.
The ‘Download Report’ button appears on the top navigation bar in both the Compare 
and Analysis tabs. Clicking the button will automatically open the report which can then 
be printed out or downloaded.



Report signature block
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The final page of the report contains a signature block to be signed and dated by the 
advisor and his or her client. 
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Helpful links
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Savingforcollege.com offers a number of resources and information that can assist 
advisors in selecting the plans and portfolios they will want to evaluate for their clients. 
Here are some links that may be helpful:

Link: Use this to:
https://www.savingforcollege.com/compare_529
_plans/index.php?plan_question_ids%5B%5D=4
37&mode=Compare&plan_type_id=4&page=co
mpare_plan_questions

See the tax benefits offered by states that have a 
broker-sold 529 plan

https://www.savingforcollege.com/college-
savings-201

Use the map to find the 529 plans offered by a 
state

https://www.savingforcollege.com/5-cap-ratings See a list of all 529 plans by state, with the 5-
Cap Rating assigned by Savingforcollege.com

https://www.savingforcollege.com/529-plan-
investment-options/

See a full list of investment options, along with 
historical performance, expense ratios and more 
information, for each 529 plan by clicking on the 
Invest Options button next to the desired plan

https://www.savingforcollege.com/compare_529_plans/index.php?plan_question_ids%5B%5D=437&mode=Compare&plan_type_id=4&page=compare_plan_questions
https://www.savingforcollege.com/college-savings-201
https://www.savingforcollege.com/5-cap-ratings
https://www.savingforcollege.com/529-plan-investment-options/



