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THANK YOU!

Harford Financial Group 
is honored to be named 
Harford Magazine’s Best 
Financial Advisor for 2020! 
We share this success with 
our clients who provide 
immeasurable support, 
loyalty, and trust to our firm. 
We thank you for putting 
your faith in us.

Around
the Corner
by Jen Eyre
Each year around this time, I become overly 
excited for spring's arrival and its inviting, 
warm weather. Staying cooped up inside 
during the winter has never done much for my 
mental health, so the moment the temperatures 
begin to rise, I crave the joy of barbecues and 
flip-flops. I'm ready to transition from the 
frigid, bleak winter season into one of renewal 
and regrowth, which spring often promises. 
I stock up on all of my favorite spring items, 
such as gardenia scented candles, tiki torches 
for the patio, and sundresses. I prepare as 
much as I possibly can so not to miss a 
moment of that sunshine when it's ready.

However, like clockwork, my enthusiasm 
for warmer weather is often premature, and 
my transition from winter to spring isn't as 
immediate as I had hoped. I still need a jacket 
in April, and long sleeve t-shirts remain in the 
rotation while my sundresses patiently wait 
in the closet. Knowing that I'm prepared for 
that moment when the warmer weather hits 
bring me peace of mind, though. I find comfort 
knowing that I won't be stuck sporting wool 
sweaters in 70-degree weather. 

Much like the transition of seasons, we as 
individuals experience life transitions, many 
of which we have the opportunity to plan 
for. Just as I begin planning for spring while 
still wearing snow boots, we can also begin 
planning for our own life transitions ahead 
of time. Examples of life transitions may be 
an upcoming wedding, considering a career 
change, selling a house, or donating to a 
charity (to name just a few). Whatever the 
upcoming transition may be, your team at 
Harford Financial Group wants to help you 
prepare, no matter how far away you think that 
transitional life event may occur. For example, 

when my daughter was 
born, my husband and I 
met with a financial advisor 
to discuss college planning, 
even though that was eighteen 
years away. Providing our daughter 
with the means to go to college was 
an important upcoming transition that 
my husband and I identified. In sharing 
that with our advisor, we have eliminated (or 
softened the blow) any financial shock that may 
occur when that time comes. 

We at Harford Financial Group are here to 
help you identify which transitions (short and 
long-term) carry the most meaning and help you 
prepare for when those times arrive. Perhaps 
you have a parent that may need special care in 
the future? Or maybe you plan to sell your home 
once your children move out? Whatever that 
transition may be, there is planning to be done, 
and our team is ready to help you prepare. 

Now, much like the volatile spring weather, 
life can throw unexpected curve balls our way, 
making it impossible to plan or every life event. 
Life is unpredictable, and there is no sure way to 
know what lies around the corner. That is why 
our team not only assists you with planning for 
your expected transitions but also incorporates 
preparation for unexpected transitions. 

Our team at Harford Financial Group looks at 
life as one continuous spring full of renewal, 
growth, and transition. It is our mission, and 
pleasure, to assist you in preparing for each and 
every moment. 

Jen Eyre
Editor and
Registered Assistant
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Eagle Scout 
Project

Give Back 
Adam and Donna Freeland's son, 
Jacob, is a proud Scout who 
recently organized and led an 
Eagle Scout project. Jacob chose 
the Harford Family House, a local 
organization that provides housing 

and resources to homeless families 
with children. Jacob’s project was 

the renovation of a one-bedroom 
apartment for an expecting mother who 
was to move in within the month. Jacob 

rose to the challenge and organized 
a volunteer and donation list in no 
time. Over the course of three 
weekends, Jacob and his fellow 
scout members, friends, family, 
and some Harford Financial Group 
staff worked tirelessly to transform 
the apartment completely. The 

team scrubbed walls, painted, 
ripped up carpet, installed new 

faucets, and even replaced the drain 
stoppers. This is just a fraction of 

what Jacob and his team were able 
to accomplish. In addition to the 

renovation, Jacob organized an 
overwhelming amount of donations 
for the new resident.

Through Jacob's hard work and 
leadership, the apartment was fully 
renovated, furnished, and stocked 

with household items just in time 
for the soon-to-be mother to arrive. 

Jacob's dedication and commitment to 
this project truly paid off, and the new 

resident was overjoyed with gratitude 
and emotion. Both Adam and Donna 
are extremely proud of what a 
driven, hardworking young man 
Jacob has become. 

Well done, Jacob!

Preparing for Transitions
in Your Life
by Adam Freeland
When Jen, editor of the HFG newsletter, approached me with this quarter's theme of 
renewal, I scratched my head and wondered how I could make this work (By the way, 
we hope you are enjoying the newsletter. Jen has really taken charge of it as our editor 
and has done a fantastic job planning, organizing, and directing our team's efforts. 
Kudos Jen!)?

My mind raced, trying to figure out a way to tie the renewal of spring in with finances. 
Thankfully, the class I am taking with Texas Tech University of Life Centered Financial 
Planning gave me some valuable ideas and tools. As we have discussed in previous 
communications, our firm is focusing on life-centered financial planning. The belief 
system of life-centered financial planning is that your life is at the center of the 
universe, and your money is a tool for you to meet your goals so you may live the life 
you want to live. Money in and of itself is not the goal.

The gentleman at the center of the life-centered financial planning movement, Mitch 
Anthony, believes that life is not a dress rehearsal and that we all want to live the best 
life we can. He coaches and inspires us as financial advisors and financial professionals 
to be better than we have been. Mitch believes that the advisor's role is to understand 
as much as possible about a client's life and what holds the most importance to them. In 
doing so, we can help align our client's monetary decisions around this information so 
they may live that wonderful life.

At Harford Financial Group, we are working to roll out our Return on Life (ROL) 
tools in the upcoming weeks. Included in these resources is the Lifeline concept, 
which comes from research conducted by the Financial Life Planning Institute 
(FLPI). They found 62 unique transitions that a person/couple can potentially 
experience in their personal, business, financial, and community life. Forty percent 
of these transitions revolve around family, specifically the concern for caring for 
aging parents. Clients can expect to hear us reference the Lifeline tool regularly in 
upcoming meetings.

One of the major beliefs of anticipating and planning for transitions is that it is better to 
prepare than to repair. I love that. Think about it. It is better to prepare than repair. The 
Lifeline tool is a collaborative resource for advisors and clients to identify and prepare 
for future transitions, with the intention of minimizing the need for unnecessary 
repairs.  

Several years ago, I served on the leadership team of a non-profit organization. We 
were faced with the challenge of repairing a leaking roof without the resources to 
do so. Some were shocked that the roof was in such a condition. However, when the 
leadership team stopped to think about it, we realized that the roof was over twenty 
years old and that its current, damaged state should have been anticipated. Had the 
organization planned for the normal wear and tear of a roof, preventive measures could 
have been taken, and the need for extensive repairs could have been avoided. With 
Lifeline, we want to start looking ahead and help our clients anticipate as much as 
possible. Of course, we can't anticipate everything, but we will be so much better if we 
can be more proactive than reactive.

My wife Donna and I recently completed the Lifeline exercise, and we both felt 
incredibly empowered. This tool allowed us to start looking ahead for our children, 
Jacob and Ava, and identify major transitions that will most likely be coming over 
the next 20 years. It makes me think of the maxim; we don't plan to fail, we just fail 
to plan.

So, how does this fit into the theme of renewal? The reality is our life is constantly 
full of renewals, or what the FLPI would say transitions. Let's look ahead and plan. 
Ask your financial professional to complete a Lifeline and start anticipating the major 
transitions in your life.
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Here Comes the Sun 
The team at HFG loves spending time outdoors, so when we know spring is on its way, we can’t 
help but daydream about how we’ll spend those sun-filled days. See what some of our staff is 
looking forward to this spring! 

“The Ladew Topiary Gardens are always so gorgeous in the spring. I can’t wait to take my 
daughter there.” – Jen Eyre

 
“I am looking forward to watching my children play soccer and going to Bethany Beach!”
– Donna Freeland

 
“We are looking forward to getting back on the water and going fishing!” – Diane Kurek

 
“I am looking forward to getting outside more and walking. Kiddos are looking forward to 
riding their four wheelers and bikes. Andy will be planting our garden as he’s the one with 
the green thumb.” – Melissa Mullan

Dedicated to life-centered financial planning through the pursuit of inner wealth.
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Going Back to School as an Adult
by Bryce Harrison 
For anyone looking to further their education as an adult, this article is for you. Compared to a 
teenager, going back to school as an adult often presents a new level of challenges. You may be 
balancing a job and childcare responsibilities along with your educational goals and dealing with 
other financial considerations such as paying down debt and saving for retirement. A successful 
adult educational experience requires both time management and money management. For help 
with money management, consider the following.

Fill Out the FAFSA
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first step in seeing if you qualify 
for student aid. There are no age restrictions when applying for financial aid. The FAFSA takes 
in all of your financial information and assesses your ability to pay college costs. Do not assume 
that you make too much money or have too many assets to qualify for student aid. Assets such 
as retirement accounts and your primary residence are not considered with the FAFSA, which is 
mostly based on income and liquid assets.

Check with your Employer
Your employer may offer educational opportunities that can be paid at least in part by the 
company. This is often offered as an incentive to employees to learn and develop skills that could 
personally benefit you and the company. If you are currently unemployed, look into work-study 
options at the school you are planning to attend. This typically comes in the form of a campus 
job to help pay for education. As an "experienced" student, you may have more valuable skills 
than the average student.

Grants/Scholarships and State/Local Programs
Check for scholarships and grants at your college's financial aid office and online at sites 
like College Board. There are so many opportunities out there for the taking. Even state and 
local programs are designed to help people in specific situations like single parents, displaced 
workers, or those sponsored through professional organizations. This area may require some 
digging on your part, but the rewards could be well worth it.

Plan Your Finances
Once you have exhausted financial aid and scholarships, refine your budget to account for all of 
the school's expenses. This would include things like tuition, textbooks, transportation costs, 
etc. Buying used or online textbooks can help you save instead of purchasing them new at the 
campus bookstore. If you need to take a loan, there are federal options that virtually everyone 
qualifies for and private options. The interest rates on private loans are typically more attractive 
than federal loans for those with a good credit score. The interest rate is just one variable. It is 
important to compare all of the features of loans before making a decision.

Finally, do not forget to consider tax issues. Drawing on retirement accounts to pay for school 
will usually incur a large tax hit. Therefore, we do not typically recommend using retirement 
accounts to pay for school. Tax credits, deductions, and savings plans can be beneficial. A quick 
google search of "IRS tax benefits for education" will bring up the IRS' website with information 
on all of these options.

Financial planning is unique to each individual's circumstances.
Please reach out to your financial professional with any questions.

We are here to help.

Pet Corner
Meet Abby 
and Cooper
Freeland! 
Adam and Donna Freeland’s children, 
Jacob and Ava, pleaded with their 
parents to let them get a dog throughout 
elementary school. When they finally said 
yes, the kids asked for a pug, which no one 
in the house had ever owned before. Adam 
and Donna decided to go through Mid-
Atlantic Pug Rescue, where they met, fell 
in love, and adopted Abby and Cooper. 
They love these pups so much and as they 
have become a major part of the Freeland 
family. Both Abby and Cooper have such 
unique and distinct personalities. Abby 
is the alpha female who rules the roost 
but is also a tremendous cuddler. When 
Cooper was younger, he adored playing 
ball. His most distinctive traits are that he 
constantly snorts (which is why we called 
him Pumbaa after the lovable warthog 
from Lion King), and he is always hungry. 
He could eat 24 hours a day if they let 
him. Adam often says that adopting 
Abby and Cooper is hands down the best 
decision the family has made in the last 
10 years 
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Disclosure: Diversification and asset allocation strategies do not assure profit or protect 
against loss. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Investing involves risk. 
Depending on the types of investments, there may be varying degrees of risk. Investors 
should be prepared to bear loss, including loss of principal. 

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, 
Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Cambridge 
Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Harford Financial 
Group and Cambridge are not affiliated.

836 South Main Street • Suite 105
Bel Air, MD 21014

410-838-2992
www.HarfordFinancialGroup.com

Retirement Income Specialists

If you’ve called our office recently, you’ve more than likely had the 
pleasure of speaking with our newest team member, Melissa Busler. 
Melissa joined the Harford Financial Group team in December 2020. She 
brings over twenty years of customer service experience with her and has 
spent the past fourteen years working at a local church. Melissa holds her 
faith close to her heart, which is evident by her dedication to Victorious 
Faith Fellowship. A wife and mother of two children (and one fur baby, 
Simba), Melissa has plenty to keep her busy. She enjoys running, crafting, 
and tending to her house plants. She looks forward to serving the clients at 
HFG with the same care and compassion she provided for her church and the 
Harford County community. 

Melissa was brave enough to answer a few questions for our readers which are 
included below. We know our client’s will adore working with Melissa just as 
much as we have. Welcome Melissa! 

Springtime Treats 
If anyone knows how to prepare a season-
perfect dish, it’s our own Diane Kurek. Diane 
has spoiled the Harford Financial Group staff 
rotten with her yummy treats through the years 
and we can never get enough. When I asked 
her for a springtime recipe, she knew exactly 
which one she wanted to share with our clients. 
Enjoy! 

Strawberry
Pretzel Salad
INGREDIENTS

• 2 cups crushed pretzels
• 3/4 cup butter, melted
• 3 tablespoons white sugar
• 1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened
• 1 cup white sugar
• 1 (8 ounce) container frozen whipped 

topping, thawed
• 2 (3 ounce) packages strawberry flavored 

Jell-O®
• 2 cups boiling water
• 2 (10 ounce) packages frozen strawberries

DIRECTIONS

Step 1: Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 
degrees C).

Step 2: Stir together crushed pretzels, melted 
butter and 3 tablespoons sugar; mix well and 
press mixture into the bottom of a 9x13 inch 
baking dish.

Step 3: Bake 8 to 10 minutes, until set. Set 
aside to cool.

Step 4: In a large mixing bowl cream together 
cream cheese and 1 cup sugar. Fold in whipped 
topping. Spread mixture onto cooled crust

Step 5: Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Stir 
in still frozen strawberries and allow to set 
briefly. When mixture is about the consistency 
of egg whites, pour and spread over cream 
cheese layer. Refrigerate until set.

Staff
Spotlight

 
Melissa Busler

EVENTS
Please check our website for 

upcoming webinars!
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What drew you to Harford
Financial Group? 
What drew me to Harford Financial Group 
was the heart of the company to help 
clients create lives of meaning.

If you could share a meal with any 4 
people, alive or dead, who would they be 
and why?
• Dr. Ben Carson, to be able to say thank 

you for saving my life.
• Katherine Khulman her life story has 

impacted my life in profound ways.
• Abraham Lincoln to learn more about his 

life and the Civil War
• Corrie ten Boom to hear first-hand about 

her journey through the holocaust and 
forgiveness.

What is your favorite childhood 
memory? 
Having horses and dogs, we always had 
something to do.

As a kid, what did you want to be when 
you grew up? 
I wanted to work with horses and be a 
professional show jumper.

What do you enjoy doing in 
your spare time? 
I enjoy running, doing craft 
projects, taking care of my 
plants, watching baseball 
especially my sons’ team, and 
watching my daughter ride 
horses.

Favorite band? 
For King and Country

Favorite movie? 
• My Fair Lady (when feeling 

down)
• Anne of Green Gables & Anne 

of Avonlea

Who is your hero? 
My mom. No matter what life 
has thrown her way her faith 
has always been her guide.

Favorite meal? 
Crabs
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