Jakob F. Von Der Vellen Memorial Foundation
The Jakob F. Von Der Vellen Memorial Foundation was created to remember the caring spirit, school and community involvement and the drive for excellence that so embodied Jake’s life.  His sisters, cousins, friends, and classmates can all tell stories about Jake and his love for the people in his life and his commitment to helping others.  
Jake understood the importance of doing well in school. Excelling in AP and honors classes, he graduated near the top of his class at Medina High School.  Earning the President’s Scholarship from Ohio Wesleyan University he continued to excel in college.  Jake committed to a double major in Zoology and Spanish with plans to attend medical school.  Doing well in his classes was not enough for Jake. He participated in school activities, was involved with community service, and worked during high school and college.  Most important to Jake, though, was spending time with his family and friends.
While at Medina High School, Jake was a member of the Boys Tennis Team, the Marching Band, AP Physics Pumpkin Launch and National Honor Society. He was also a Peer Tutor, SHUDDLE mentor, Link Crew Leader, and an escort for the Senior Homecoming Court.  Growing up, Jake played baseball and basketball in the city sports leagues and was an avid sports fan rooting for the Indians, Browns, Cavs, and Buckeyes.  Throughout high school and college Jake spent time working as a paper carrier, a salesclerk at MC Sporting Goods, a deliveryman for Gionino’s Pizza and a laborer at Merchant Metals.     
While at college he continued to be involved in both school activities and community service.  Jake joined Sigma Phi Epsilon at OWU and was elected President of the fraternity his sophomore year.  During high school Jake became a participant in Relay for Life and in college this spirit of community service grew stronger as he became a member of Colleges Against Cancer, a volunteer at the Delaware (OH) Women’s Club, Alzheimer’s Association and Diabetes foundation.  Two areas of great pride for Jake was his time spent as a mentor for Big Brothers and Big Sisters of America and the opportunity to be the campus coordinator for Relay For Life at OWU. 
Sadly, Jake was killed in a car accident on March 16, 2012 and the foundation in his name and memory was created later that summer.  The primary goal of the JFV Foundation is to raise funds to be used to promote the spirit of Jake’s life.  Since Jake’s death the JFV Foundation has awarded $12,000 in scholarships and will be awarding one more at this year’s fundraiser. When choosing recipients for the scholarships, the JFV Foundation looks for students who demonstrate similar qualities as Jake.  Last year the JFV Foundation donated $1,000 to the Medina Youth Baseball Association and is donating another $1,000 this year to help the youth of Medina play in the Rec League and enjoy the sport Jake loved.  
Thank you for taking the time to learn a little bit about Jake and why we created this foundation in his memory.  This is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization and donations made to it are tax deductible.     
