
 

 
Saving a Life 

s a financial advisor, people often tell me what they want to 

accomplish in life. Where they want to go, what they want to 

do, who they want to be. In response, I give advice on what 

needs to change in order to make that happen. 

Now, the change that I focus on is helping people better manage their 

finances. How they invest, how much they save – you get the idea. But 

sometimes, true change requires more than that. 

Sometimes, true change must come from within. 

I recently read an inspiring story of someone who completely changed 

her life – and by doing so, saved the life of someone else. It was 2012, 

and an Alabama woman named Jocelynn James was in bad shape. She 

had just been arrested on theft and drug charges for the sixteenth time 

in five years. 

“I was just living a really bad life,” she later recalled, “doing a lot of really 

bad things.”1 

Those who knew her would probably have agreed. Especially Terrell 

Potter, a local police officer who found himself running into Jocelynn 

time and time again. 

“She was out running crazy, stealing and doing drugs and things she 

shouldn’t be doing,” he explained. “I locked her up a couple of times.”1  

But on November 5, 2012, after being released from prison yet again, 

Jocelynn decided that enough was enough. She was tired of jail cells 

and handcuffs. Tired of that life. Tired of fearing for her life. 

So, she resolved to change. 

Change isn’t easy, of course, and it doesn’t just happen overnight. But 

little by little, Jocelynn changed. First, she got help. By doing so, she 

was able to get sober and overcome her addiction to opioid drugs. Next, 

she found a new faith in God. Finally, she devoted her life to helping oth-

ers, founding a non-profit organization dedicated to helping women re-

cover from addiction.2  
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"For most of us, 

change is one of the 

hardest things in life. 

But sometimes, to be 

who we want to be 

requires us to 

change who we 

are." 

 



Client Profile by Allison 

Meet our friends, John and Maureen Gohde! It was so 
much fun interviewing them and learning more about 
their lives. They are so interesting, in fact, that I had a 
difficult time condensing their bio down to just one 
page. 

John and Maureen are childhood sweethearts. They 
met in sixth grade when John moved from Wilmette, 
Illinois to Maureen’s hometown of Troy, Michigan. They 
started dating in ninth grade after John asked her to “go 
steady” at the Christmas dance, (which also happened 
to be John’s birthday). And I would say he got the best 
birthday gift yet, because they have been together ever 
since! 

They both attended Michigan State University (Go Spar-
tans!!), and, following graduation, were married at St. Thomas Moore Catholic church in Troy, MI. They had a 
unique wedding as Maureen’s younger sister got engaged around the same time as she and John, so they de-
cided to have a double wedding. Both couples stood together at the alter with their combined 24-person wed-
ding party! 

They have three children – two sons and a daughter, and six grandchildren ranging in age from 4-13. Their sons 
both live in the Atlanta area. So following John’s retirement in 2020, they decided to move from Park City, Utah 
to Peachtree City…a move to bring them closer to family. 

John’s career spanned 45 years, with the past two decades in C-Level executive positions for both publicly and 
privately held companies. Maureen worked as a Professor of Nursing at different universities and retired in July 
of 2021. Now you hear them speak of the joy of finally having the free time to spend with their family, going to 
their grandkids’ sporting events, and enjoying family dinners routinely (including spending time in Austin, Texas 
with their daughter and family)! 

During summers, they spend time at their second home… an English-style cottage on Lake Erie in Canada. The 
cottage is in a 250-year-old provincial park that Maureen grew up visiting. Her parents had a cottage there da-
ting back to the 1920’s! 

When staying at the cottage, they enjoy sailing, waterskiing and exploring all the nature that the beautiful beach 
has to offer. John learned how to sail on the Great Lakes and crewed on race sailboats competitively there and 
on the Chesapeake (out of Annapolis) when they lived in Maryland. Both he and Maureen (along with their kids) 
are avid snow and water-skiers and they’re now enjoying watching the grandkids learn the same skills from their 
parents.  

They also have a tradition that I absolutely love. If you are familiar with Elf on the Shelf, it’s a little bit like that. 
They have convinced their grandkids that John is a descendant of the infamous pirate, Captain Kidd, and that 
Kidd used to be the captain of a pirate ship on the Great Lakes. When he retired, he turned the reigns over to a 
pirate named Nosey who comes to the cottage when they’re asleep and gets into mischief. Sometimes the 
grandkids will wake up with sand in their bed or they’ll find maps to buried treasure, letting they know that Nos-
ey paid them a visit the night before. 

When they’re not spending time with family, John and Maureen have several hobbies to keep them busy! They 
enjoy refinishing furniture together and are often in the process of doing custom woodworking or lighting for 
their new home in Peachtree City. Maureen loves to sew – and has sewn all their kids’ AND their grandkids’ Hal-
loween costumes over the years. She has also re-started her hobby of roasting coffee, and procures coffee 
beans from all over the world. John is now back into his hobby of glass fusing. He took fusing lessons when they 
lived in Portland (which is next to the epicenter for glass art — Seattle). He has a kiln in their garage where he 
practices the art. He is currently working on a stained glass winery scene that will go in the windows of their din-
ing room. 

Overall, they are happy and really celebrating in retirement!! 
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Fast forward eight years. With her life completely transformed, Jocelynn found herself scrolling through 

Facebook one night. There, she saw a post about a local police officer who desperately needed a kidney 

transplant. 

It was Terrell Potter – the same officer who had arrested her. 

Now, some people would probably celebrate the misfortune of the man who made their own life harder. 

But not Jocelynn. As soon as she saw Terrell’s name, she knew immediately that her kidney was the one 

he needed, and that it was her calling to donate it. Because she knew that, despite arresting her, Terrell 

hadn’t made her life worse. 

He had given her the opportunity to make life better. For Terrell, the previous year had seen his life go in 

the opposite direction. His kidney had been failing for months, functioning at only 5%. To make matters 

worse, the expected waiting period for a transplant was over seven years. For months, he searched 

across the Southeast United States for a donor, all 

to no avail. 

Then, the news came that someone had volun-

teered to donate a kidney. When he heard who it 

was, he couldn’t believe it. 

“If you had asked me 100 names of who may give 

me a kidney, her name would not have been on 

the list,” Terrell said. “It’s just unbelievable that she 

was willing to do that.”1  

Even more unbelievable was that Jocelynn’s kid-

ney was a perfect match! 

As soon as the tests came back, Jocelynn and Terrell went into surgery together. When it was over, Ter-

rell had a new kidney – and Jocelynn had changed the life of the man who had once changed hers. Now, 

they are bonded for life, and are as close as family. 

For most of us, change is one of the hardest things in life. But sometimes, to be who we want to be re-

quires us to change who we are. When we do, the rewards can be incredible. Because as Jocelynn 

James has proved, by changing our lives, we can change the lives of those around us. 

“I want people to realize that there is help out there for them,” Jocelynn likes to say. “It doesn’t matter 

what happens in your life. You can always turn it around.” 

Words to live by.  

- Ray  

Saving a Life (Continued from Page 1) 

 

1 Stephanie Weaver, “Police Officer Receives Life-Saving Transplant From Woman He Put In Jail 8 Years Ago,”  Fox7, September 4, 2020.  

https://www.fox7austin.com/news/she-saved-my-life-police-officer-receives-life-saving-transplant-from-woman-he-put-in-jail-8-years-ago 

2 “The Place of Grace .” https://placeofgracecenter.com 
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Did you know you can email us directly from your Investor360° account?  

Investor360° Messaging functions much like other e-mail applications you may 

be familiar with and allows you to easily and securely: 

• Initiate messages to and respond to messages from our office from your In-

vestor 360 log in 

• Attach documents you wish to share with us 

• View a centralized list of all secure messages we’ve sent you 

Have questions or don’t have an Investor 360 account? Just give me a shout 

and I can get you all set up! 

A NOTE FROM JENN . . . 

Jennifer Kross is the Client Service Manager at Dunlap & Associates 

She can be reached at jennifer@raydunlap.com or (770) 632-2674 

Securities and Advisory Services Offered Through Commonwealth Financial Network. Member FINRA & SIPC, A Registered Investment Advisor  


