
FINANCIAL ADVISORSJANUARY 2017 CALL OUR OFFICE AT 386.299.2893 SAVANNAHCOURTFINANCIALADVISORS.COM FREE

Providing confident 
financial guidance 

for over 16 years

RETIREMENT PLANNING 2017
BUDGET WELL AND LIVE WISELY STARTING THIS NEW YEAR

The importance of budgeting. 
You won’t be able to withdraw an 
unlimited amount of money in 
retirement, so a retirement budget 
is a necessity. Some retirees forego 
one, only to regret it later.

Run the numbers before you 
retire. Years before you leave 
work, sit down for an hour or so 
and take a look at your probable 
monthly expenses. Perhaps you 
decide that you’ll need about 
75-80% of your end salary in 
retirement. Perhaps closer to 65-
70%. There’s no “right” answer 
for everyone. Online calculators 
may help you get at least a basic 
understanding initially, but 
remember – a qualified financial 
professional is likely going to be 
able to take more into account 
for you than a simple calculator 
could. You first want to look for 
changing expenses: housing costs 

that might decrease or increase, 
health care costs, certain taxes, 
travel expenses and so on. Next, 
look at your probable income 
sources: Social Security (the 
longer you wait, the more income 
you may potentially receive), 
your assorted IRAs and 401(k)s, 
your portfolio, possibly a reverse 
mortgage or even a pension or 
buyout package.

"While selling your 
home might leave you 
with more money for 
retirement, there are less 
dramatic ways to increase 
your retirement funds."

You could realize a little more 
money through tax savings and 
tax-efficient withdrawals from 

retirement savings accounts, by 
reducing your investment fees, 
or by having your phone, internet 
and TV services bundled from 
one provider.

Budget-wreckers to avoid. There 
are a few factors that can cause 
you to stray from a retirement 
budget. You can’t do much about 
some of them (sudden health 
crises, for example), but you can 
try to mitigate others:
➢ Supporting your kids, grandkids 
or relatives with gifts or loans.
➢ Withdrawing more than your 
portfolio can easily return.
➢ Dragging big debts into 
retirement that will nibble at your 
savings.
Budget well & live wisely. A 
carefully thought-out budget – 
and the discipline to stick with it 
– will make big difference in the 
long run.

   With 2016 coming to a close, it 
offers us an opportunity to reflect 
on all of the things in our lives 
that really matter. We can look 
back and recognize all that we’ve 
done well and also acknowledge 
what we would like to improve 
upon. Fortunately, as the year 
ends, so a new year is born filled 
with plenty of opportunities and 
possibilities ahead. Just as we plan 
for retirement, it’s so important 
to take a step back and reflect and 
plan your goals for the upcoming 
year. Whether it’s something like 
beginning to exercise or eating 
healthier, or taking more time to 
spend with friends or family, all 
goals have to have a timeline, be 
realistic and most importantly be 
written down. A goal that is never 
written is simply a wish. So take the 
time and think about the things in 
your life that are meaningful and 
that you want to change. We all have 
the ability to make constructive 
change. May 2017 be your best year 
ever! Wishing you and your family 
a healthy and prosperous new year!
Respectfully, 
Scott Weidman
Certified Financial PlannerTM 

Certified Financial Planner™ Professional Savannah Court Financial Advisors, Inc.

A BOUTIQUE APPROACH - Independent financial planning and investment advisory practice by Scott Weidman



Ever since we’ve purchased 
this old, charming home 
that we’ve named “Savannah 
Court” it’s history has 
intrigued me. For 33 years, 
from 1946 to 1979, this 
site was the location of the 
Merricourt Kindergarten. 
Ms. Jan Harting, the owner 
and teacher, had tremendous 
influence on hundreds, 
if not thousands of local, 
Daytonian children that had 
passed through these four 
walls. In fact, I’ve met several 
people, now in their 60’s that 
had attended the Merricourt 
Kindergarten, long before 

kindergardens really existed. 
Apparently Ms. Harting had 
moved from Connecticut, 
with her family in 1946 to 
purchase the home. She 
spent every extra penny 
she earned adding more 
rooms to the home. She 
ran the school with an iron, 
but loving fist. As the story 
goes...every Friday, the elves 
of Merricourt, Minchkin 
and Pinchkin , would throw 
candy canes or lollipops 
from the old oak tree they 
lived in, just out back behind 
the playground. I simply 
cannot imagine trying to 
contain 40 children, with 
no air conditioning, and 
keeping their attention long 

enough to learn anything. 
She truly must have been 
a saint! To this day, we still 
uncover plastic toy soldiers 
and metal spoons buried in 
the yard from nearly half 
a century ago. Though I 
never had the opportunity 
to meet Ms. Harting, these 
stories bring back very 
fond memories I have of 
my own grandmother. I 
am determined to keep the 
memory of the Merricourt 
Kindergarten alive and 
hope our vision to create a 
different kind of financial 
planning experience is a 
tribute to the legacy that Ms. 
Harting leaves behind.

   In a world of Russian 
computer hacking and 
sensitive data compromises 
such as the most recent 
Yahoo fiasco, our firm has 
initiated a process to encrypt 
all of our electronic client 
files. With the help of a 

local IT company, Surf ’s Up 
Computing, Chris Rhode 
(owner/operator) has made 
our router and modem 
more secure, and also 
installed a 256 bit encryption 
software making it virtually 
impossible to retrieve 

client sensitive information 
without having the key. 
Protecting client information 
is extremely important to us 
and you can rest assured we 
are taking progressive steps 
to reduce the potential of 
cyber threats.

Insurance
➢ Life Insurance (term, variable, universal 
and whole)
➢ Long Term Disability Insurance
➢ Long Term Care Insurance
➢ Buy / Sell Funding
➢ Business Overhead Expense Insurance
 
Services
➢ Hourly Consulting
➢ Retirement Projections and Evaluation
➢ Income Planning
➢ Asset Allocation and Risk Management

Investments
➢ Mutual Funds
➢ Variable Annuities
➢ Equity Indexed Annuities
➢ Fixed Annuities
➢ Stocks / Bonds
➢ Public Non Traded REIT’s (real estate 
investment trusts)

Account Types
➢ Fee Based Advisory Accounts
➢ Brokerage Accounts
➢ Third Party Money Managers
➢ 401k Rollovers
➢ IRA’s and Roth IRA’s

Phone: 386-308-5842
Fax: 386-840-3866
Mobile: 386-299-2893
157 Fairview Avenue 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Evenings and Saturdays 
available by appointment.

SCOTT WEIDMAN
Certified finanCial Planner™

Historical significance of the Merricourt Kindergarten

Working to Protect Client Sensitive Data

Our service offerings

Contact the office

MS.HARTING- Moved from Connecticut to run Merricourt Kindergarten in Daytona Beach at 
157 Fairview Avenue. 
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