
Bringing You Joy, Laughter and Beauty!

Friday, October 16, 2020

To All Financial Journey Partners Clients, 

We came across this quote this week and thought it was a good one to
share: “Don’t count the days – make the days count.” --Muhammad Ali

It was another busy news week. Here are a few things we will discuss in
this week’s newsletter:

Will there be a Federal Stimulus Deal?
There is still time to vote for your favorite photo in our photo contest.
We are going to have lots of fun at our Virtual Annual Client
Appreciation Event on Nov 5. Find out more details.
Santa Clara County, California moves to the Orange Tier of
reopening.
The demolition phase at our Metro Plaza office complex is in full
gear. See the latest photos.

We Encourage Everyone to Take the Time to Vote!

Many people in California have already received their ballots. If you
missed our webinar to learn about the pros and cons of the 12 California
ballot measures this year, you can download the slides from the
presentation or listen to recorded information on the ballot measures.
California voters can find comprehensive election information at
votersedge.org and voters outside of California can use vote411.org.
 
What’s the Latest on the Government Stimulus?

Another week has passed and there is still no agreement from Washington
on a Federal Government Stimulus bill. House Speaker, Nancy Pelosi,
representing the Democrats, continues to propose her $2.2 trillion bill and
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin continues to offer the $1.8 trillion bill. 

It is still unclear whether Senate Republicans would vote for a bill as large
as $1.8 trillion. Ro Khanna, D-Calif, Representative for Santa Clara
County in Congress, has urged Nancy Pelosi to cut a deal, even if it is

closer to the $1.8 trillion deal offered by the Republicans1. Yet, it seems to

us that approval of a bill before the election is unlikely at this point2.

LAST WEEK’S SURVEY:  “What size of federal stimulus bill should
be passed?”

Thank you to the people that took our one question survey for last week.
Here are the results.

SURVEY QUESTION RESULTS:  

45% - $2.2 trillion, larger bill, similar to the Democratic proposal
22% - $1.8 trillion, smaller bill, similar to the Republican proposal
33% - Time to meet in the middle
0%   - None – no additional stimulus bill is needed from the Federal
Government at this time

Based on this survey, everyone thinks a significant amount of Federal
Government stimulus is needed at this time. There seems to be agreement
that there is significant need for many Americans across the country for
this federal aid. We hope that a stimulus bill is passed soon.
  

Bringing You Joy, Laughter and Beauty!

Join us Thursday, November 5 at 5:00 PM for our Virtual Client
Appreciation Event. Plan to set aside this time to disconnect from your
other challenges and connect online for our virtual event. Here are some
of our plans:

Bring Joy: Featured Charity Fundraiser

We may be fortunate, but many around us are struggling. There are a lot
more people in America without a job that do not have enough food to eat.
We have established a fundraiser campaign to support the “Feeding
America” initiative. Watch this video where you can hear from one of the
families that has benefited from this program to address hunger in
America.

You can Donate now to this charity or during our event. FJP will be
matching donations up to $2020 in recognition of the significant year we
are experiencing. People benefiting from our donations may feel gratitude
and joy. And those that donate we hope will experience joy in helping
others.

Donate

Bring Laughter: Special Guest Entertainer!

We believe laughter is the best medicine. In light of all we have been
through this year, we thought you might enjoy hearing our special guest,
actor, comedian and impressionist Jim Meskimen!

Jim will help us all laugh and chuckle as we try to guess “the voice”.
 

Bring Beauty: Celebrate Client Photo Contest Winners

We will have lots of fun announcing the winners of our photo contest. So
many beautiful photos – hence the “Beauty” part of our event. If you have
not yet voted on your favorite photos for the photo contest, you have until
October 19!

Please see your email with the link on how to you can vote for your
favorite in each of our three categories. Reach out to Arielle and she can
resend to you if needed.

Register for the Virtual Client Appreciation Event Today!

Plan to join us to lighten your load and share some fun together. You can
register for the event at our website or at the button below.

Register Here

Santa Clara County, California: Moves to Orange Tier of Reopening

For the people that live in Santa Clara County in California, it was good
news to see that the county was approved to move to the Orange Tier for

reopening as of Wednesday, October 143. The following business
categories are now allowed to be open indoors with the following capacity
limitations:

Outdoor gatherings of up to 200 people and indoor gatherings of
up to 25% capacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer. This includes
movie theaters, churches, cultural ceremonies. The State generally
prohibits other gatherings
Indoor dining up to 25% capacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer
Indoor museums and zoos up to 50% capacity
College sports activities without fans following County and State
requirements
No capacity limitation for malls and other retail

This new Risk Reduction Order will be important for businesses and
organizations that are fighting for survival to give them more flexibility to
operate, especially since the cold and rainy season will soon be here. The
impact of past business limitations has been fatal for some businesses.
According to data from Yelp, San Jose, California is the city in the US

with the 5th most business closures4.
   

Metro Plaza Office Complex Renovation Update

The demolition work at the Metro Plaza Office Complex is moving at high
speed. You may have heard the jack hammering in the background during
our recent calls with you. The demolition of the lobbies in all 3 buildings is
nearly complete.

The rounded building directly in front of our office, building 101, will have
the entire first floor removed and it will become the new conference
center, with a walk out patio area. We look forward to having future client
events in this beautiful new space.
 

Where Do We Go from Here?

2020 will be remembered as a challenging year. A pandemic, wildfires,
rolling blackouts and a difficult Presidential Election. In the face of all this
adversity, we are impressed with the resilience we see every day by the
people and businesses around us.

Elaine and Scott were at the newly remodeled Valley Fair Shopping
Center last weekend. Restaurants there, like the Cheesecake Factory,
have quickly adapted to implement outdoor dining. It was the most people
we have seen at the shopping center since the mall closed in March.

Remember to make the days count. These times are historic but each
morning is a new day and a new opportunity to make that day count. We
hope you can visit with an old friend, learn a new skill or make room for a
good laugh.

Those of us that live in Silicon Valley in California are happy to see the air
much clearer as the fires are coming under control. We hope you have
the opportunity to get out and enjoy yourself, before the weather changes
towards winter. Be sure to make it count!

We hope you all stay safe and have a good week.

Elaine, Scott and Linda

_______________________
 

COVID-19 Resource Page – This page has lots of great resources
available for many areas related to the Coronavirus, including where you
can get free COVID-19 testing in Santa Clara county, stats, government
programs, and the latest information on what businesses are open and
closed.
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