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Dr. Allen Lee of Thomasville 

shares the French Renaissance 

home beautifully restored for him. 
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Hilton Head Health resort can 

make 2021 your healthiest yet. 
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LIVING WEDDINGS
Our annual special section 

features articles highlighting 

Southwest Georgia couples, 

grooming for the guys, and 

financial tips for newlyweds.
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Grooming for the guys 

on the big day.
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navigate life together.
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O ften, there is a reality check waiting at home for 

newlyweds after the honeymoon. After all, consider 

the independence that goes away when you say “I do.” 

Not only is someone else’s stuff now in the bathroom and in the 

shower, but they also get to weigh in on every decision, from how 

to decorate to what to buy at the grocery store. Yes, indeed, a new 

reality awaits every newlywed. 

So, why is it that people willingly enter in this type of relationship, 

where they knowingly give up on “I” to instead focus on “us” and 

“we”? In plain terms, the benefits of being married far outweigh 

whatever drawbacks there may be.  

One thing that can really be a monkey wrench for any new 

couple is finances. One checkbook or two? Rent a house for a 

while or buy immediately? Is it his, hers, and ours—or just ours? If 

one spouse doesn’t generate a paycheck and the other one does, 

does that imply more authority to the earner? Is debt brought 

into the marriage by either party now the responsibility of both or 

should it be segregated?   

These questions are important to consider while courting but 

all too often aren’t really addressed until the nuptials are in the 

rearview mirror. Conflict inevitably arises as preferences of one 

spouse conflict with the preferences of the other. And that’s really 

what all these issues are about…upbringing and preference. That 

was certainly the case for my wife and me. And 23 years later, I can 
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say we’ve stepped on nearly every marital land 

mine a couple could step on. Here’s some of 

what I’ve learned:

Marriage is a collaborative partnership of 
equals, regardless of who earns what. What 

works for us is for my wife—a stay-at-home 

mom—to have a checkbook for any and all 

expenses that she deems necessary. We work 

on a budget together twice a year, and I fund 

that budget to her account. She has complete 

freedom with the checkbook, just as if she 

generated a paycheck.  Mutual accountability 

is a good thing.

We chose to rent for several months 
before deciding to buy. Ownership is great, 

but we didn’t want to also own all the issues 

that would come up in a home.  Instead, we 

wanted to focus on each other and learn how 

to do marriage. When you rent and something 

breaks or the lawn needs mowing, you can call 

someone and they handle it with no additional 
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charge to you. When you own, of course, 

you handle all the issues and pay for it too. 

Discuss the financial piece of maintaining 

the home before buying. In many cases, it’s 

a more important question than whether you 

can afford the mortgage payment.

Opposites attract. There is usually a 

spender and a saver in every marriage, and it’s 

important to know which one you are. I’m the 

spender and my wife is the saver, but we’re 

both very averse to debt. This is not common. 

In my experience, the spender can easily get 

the family into debt trouble. Over-buying 

(for example, buying too much house) and 

over-spending (buying too many things) can 

wreak havoc in a new marriage. After all, you 

really won’t have an idea of how much your 

new, co-joined lifestyle will cost to run until 

you’re six to 12 months into it. Go slowly and 

communicate about large purchases. Review 

your credit card statements together monthly. 

Your spouse is a terrific accountability partner.  

Learn from each other, be open to questions, 

and note that ego can be destructive to trust.  

It still amazes me that my wife said 

“yes” to me all those years ago. I can 

still remember the doors opening at the 

back of the church and her standing there, 

smiling.  Wow. What a moment. Marriage 

is an awesome thing, but the choices 

you make early in marriage will either 

contribute to all the good stuff or create 

a bunch of bad stuff. And the choices you 

make around your finances can set you 

free or hold you captive.  Choosing “us” 

instead of “I” is usually a great recipe 

for making better choices. After all, we’re 

supposed to love our spouse more than 

ourselves, aren’t we?  

Marriage is a wonderful institution, but 

like anything worthwhile, it takes work.  

And working through the financial aspect 

of marriage can be a daily grind, if that’s 

what you make it.  Establishing good fiscal 

habits early, think of them as guardrails, 

can really take a lot of the grind out of it.  

That really can be your reality.  Choose it.  

For both of you. SGL
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