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Pensionmark® introduces the SmartLifeCycle minimum volatility custom target-

date solution. 

 
September 9, 2015 – Pensionmark Financial Group finalized the implementation of their custom target-date 
solution, the Pensionmark SmartLifeCycle funds, went live on plans’ platforms on May 1, 2015. The funds were 
created by Wilmington Trust, the trustee of the funds. BlackRock will manage the glidepath and underlying 
strategies of the portfolios.  
 
The goal of the funds is to provide returns in line with market indexes, with a significantly lower risk profile. “If 
we can achieve that,” stated Mike Woods, Executive Vice President of Pensionmark, “we believe we can curb 
participant tendencies to move to cash during the bottom of a cycle and then to re-invest at the top. Keeping 
people invested may be one of the most substantial influences we can have on the retirement savings of 
Americans.”  
 
“At BlackRock we are committed to helping plan participants close the gap between their current retirement 
savings and the retirement-long income they might need. The reality is that many participants continue to be 
challenged to plan successfully for retirement on their own,” said Ralph Haberli, Head of Distribution and 
Business Development for BlackRock’s U.S. and Canada Defined Contribution Group. “It is this likeminded 
goal that has brought together our firms to develop a product to help keep pre-retirees invested for the long 
term by helping to manage downside risk and make their investment journey less volatile.” 
 
The funds will include exposure to strategies that seek to track minimum volatility domestic and international 
equity indexes designed to help reduce portfolio losses during declining markets, while still participating in 
potential gains during rising markets. Minimum volatility strategies invest in stocks that generally have lower 
volatility characteristics during times of market stress, relative to standard indexes. 
 
“SmartLifeCycle is the result of close collaboration and development, and represents a substantial retirement 
industry innovation. These funds use BlackRock’s time tested LifePath target-date strategies, combined with 
Pensionmark’s invaluable experience and knowledge in retirement plan and investment consulting. This 
product plays to the strengths of the Pensionmark advisor, which is giving their plan sponsor and plan 
participant clients the best personalized servicing,” stated Dick Darian, Head of Advisor Sold Distribution for 
BlackRock’s U.S. and Canada Defined Contribution Group. 
 
“Participants are most concerned about loss and plan sponsors about the appropriateness and cost of their 
target-date solution. By utilizing minimum volatility strategies, a collective trust chassis, and the ability for 
participants to engage with us to adjust their position along the glidepath, we have sought to effectively 
address all of these needs in a way that has never been seen before” comments Pensionmark’s President and 
CEO, Troy Hammond.  

 

 
 
 
 

About Pensionmark® Financial Group  



Pensionmark® Financial Group network represents advisors to retirement plan clients across the country. 

Pensionmark’s network of retirement specialists include defined contribution, defined benefit and terminal 

funding, not-for-profit, wealth management, and executive/deferred compensation specialists. 

 
 
About BlackRock 
BlackRock is a global leader in investment management, risk management and advisory services for 
institutional and retail clients. At June 30, 2015, BlackRock’s AUM was $4.721 trillion. BlackRock helps 
clients around the world meet their goals and overcome challenges with a range of products that include 
separate accounts, mutual funds, iShares® (exchange-traded funds), and other pooled investment vehicles. 
BlackRock also offers risk management, advisory and enterprise investment system services to a broad 
base of institutional investors through BlackRock Solutions®. As of June 30, 2015, the firm had 
approximately 12,400 employees in more than 30 countries and a major presence in key global markets, 
including North and South America, Europe, Asia, Australia and the Middle East and Africa. 
  

BlackRock’s LifePath target date funds have over $130B in assets and 26% of Fortune 100 firms use 
BlackRock’s participant focused, research driven LifePath glidepath. As the world’s largest index provider, 
BlackRock provides a deep and broad set of index and active solutions like the LifePath target date funds 
that can help plan sponsors and participants close their retirement income gap. (Source: BlackRock, 
3/31/15) 
 

For additional information, please visit the Company’s website at www.blackrock.com | Twitter: 
@blackrock_news | Blog: www.blackrockblog.com | LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/blackrock 
 

 
 
About Wilmington Trust 
Wilmington Trust is a leader in the collective trust fund market, with over $12B AUM in funds managed by over 
35 subadvisors and available on over 35 trading platforms. (Source: Wilmington Trust, as of June 30, 2014) 
 
Pensionmark® Financial Group, LLC is an investment adviser registered under the Investment Advisers Act of 
1940. 

 

Target date funds are subject to the volatility of the financial markets, including equity and fixed income 

investments in the U.S. and abroad. Principal invested in not guaranteed at any time, including or after target 

dates. 
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