
Have you ever felt confused after reading scriptures that teach, we are required to keep God’s commandments like

1 John 2:4, ESV
Whoever says “I know God” but does not keep God’s commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him…

Then you read scriptures that seem to say just the opposite like…

Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Some of you’ve been raised in churches where you can lose your salvation daily based on what you did that day and whether or not, you confess that sin or did not forgive another. 

Others of you grew up in churches, believe there’s nothing you can do to lose your salvation. How do you have to do is believe in Jesus and you were saved.

You can find scriptures that seem to back up both of those theological beliefs. 

If you are an unbeliever, you might be even thinking. This is proof that the Bible isn’t true if it was, there wouldn’t be these contradictions. 

You might even think because these are two different writers of the Bible and that’s why there’s a difference in these two different points of view.

You see this contradiction even in the same books in the Bible:

Romans 3:31 ESV
Do we then overthrow the law by this faith {in Jesus}. By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

Romans 6:14 ESV 
…you are not under law but under grace.






You see this seemingly contradiction by the writer James and in the same chapter…


James 2:10 ESV 
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.

You might be thinking it has to be Grace alone and not by works! Yet, three versus later…

James 2:14, 17, ESV
14 … if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? … 17 …faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.


The most haunting, scriptures taught in the Bible are the Lord Lord Scriptures taught by Jesus Christ himself. These are scriptures about people who call Jesus, not only Lord, but Lord Lord there are completely acknowledging his position and title in life. But even the demons and Satan, his self knows Jesus is Lord and is the savior. The difference is they don’t know Jesus as Lord over their life. 

 
Luke 6:46 ESV
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?

Matthew 7:21 -23 ESV
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Mathew 25:11-12, NLT some of the last word Jesus taught them before he assents to heaven after the resurrection.

Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’

You see this theme of I never knew you. Unlike the Old Testament which defines sin, as not following God‘s rules God’s laws. 

Sin is the New Testament is defined as missing the target which is mirroring/reflecting the Image of God. This requires being next to God being beside God, being with God, we are, God knows you, and you know, God that he speaks into your thoughts and shows you visions and what to do and what to say.


Romans 14:23, ESV
For whatever does not proceed from faith (which means hearing from God and believing what you hear) is sin.

James 4:17, NIV
If anyone, then, knows (God revealed) the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them.

If I was to summarize this whole message into one phrase, it would be this without connection. There is no correction. Scriptures are absolutely clear in our own strength we cannot follow God. It requires the connection and power of the Holy Spirit, 



It is like in the beginning of a romantic love relationship think about the energy and power you had to rise up and be the best of yourself...

You remember her saying to you, “Honey, will you...” and before she had finished her sentence you’d already said, “Yes!” that’s what Jesus means in John 14:15 , “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 


What is this all mean? Do I have to keep the law to be saved or is it by grace and I can live anyway I want to? What’s the truth? What’s the reality? What’s the deal? Here’s what we know is for real based on all the scriptures of the Bible not just a sample. None of us can save ourselves by our good works. Salvation, without a doubt is a gift from God, but it’s only for those who accept Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. We’re not talking about Lord as a title, but as a reality in their life. 


What if we got this right then we start worrying about am I getting in heaven or not? And we started focusing our energy on reflecting the God and visions and thoughts that are placed inside of us. When they saw us, they would see Jesus it’s not worry about who’s getting in heaven and who is not, let’s focus on the most important thing is teaching people to hear, gods voice and obey it. Not as a set of rules to follow, but as a relationship, based on listening to those thoughts and recognizing which ones are from him, and which ones are not.


