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Can you believe it’s June al-
ready? The kids and grandkids 
will be out of school very soon 
and summer plans are in full 
swing. At this time of the year 
people tend to turn their focus 
from finances to fun, for good 
reason.  I wanted to remind you 
of a few upcoming holidays 
and memorable dates in the 
month. Starting with D-Day 
on June 6th (the invasion of 
Normandy in WWII), Father’s 
Day on Sunday, June 18th and 
June 20th, the summer solstice 
(longest day of the year) with 
summer officially beginning 
on June 21st, yeah! I know it’s 
hot out there, but I love sum-
mertime! I hope you can take 
the time and create some won-
derful summertime memories 
with your family. 

Respectfully, 

Scott Weidman, CFP®

Scott Weidman, CFP®
   As I’m writing this in early 
May, I can’t help to think 
where will the market be in a 
month. We have seen signif-
icant strides in equities ever 
since Trump had been elected. 
Granted, he was handed an 
improving economy, but there 
seems to be a real expectation 
that this administration’s pol-
icies will be good for growth. 
This presents an opportunity 
to re-evaluate your risk within 
your own portfolio. 

   The concept of Asset Allo-
cation is… 

the process of selecting dif-
ferent types of investment 
classes to help reduce 
and manage short term 
volatility. 
Especially when certain 
assets have a reduced or even 
negative correlation to their 
counterparts. Stocks vs. high 
quality bonds for example. 
Normally when stocks go 
up, bonds go down and vice 
versa. Though this process of 
“Rebalancing” a portfolio to 
its original Asset Allocation 
seems somewhat counter-
intuitive, since you would 
be selling some of your best 
performing investments and 
repurchasing the underper-
formers, it is a process to help 
eliminate emotional biases. 

There are two major consid-
erations to take into account 
when it comes to an Asset 
Allocation Model. 

Because times change, risk 
tolerance may change as well. 

The first consideration is, 

what goal is this money 
being utilized for? 
How does it fit into your 
personal financial plan? If it’s 
for a goal that’s within just a 
few years, you probably don’t 
want to subject it to too much 
potential risk. If, on the other 
hand, it’s dedicated for a long 
term savings objective, like 
retirement spending, then you 
may be able to afford some 
bumps along the way. How-
ever, a very important second 
part of the equation is,

how much risk can you 
stomach? 
This is the gut check. Some-
one that has many years until 
retirement, but can’t sleep 
at night if their investments 
drop, even just a little bit in 
value, would probably not be 
in the same type of an Asset 
Allocation Model as some-
one that doesn’t even bother 
opening their monthly state-
ments. This is key, because if 
you listen to these “national 
financial experts”, they all 
offer a broad brush stroke of 

investment advice without 
really knowing how the indi-
vidual would feel if things got 
choppy. For many, not under-
standing why investments do 
what they do, tends to strike 
fear into investors, young and 
old. This is why it’s so import-
ant to accurately measure the 
expectations that a client has 
and attempt to find the Asset 
Allocation model with the 
most compromise, that will 
help them achieve the highest 
return possible for the highest 
level of risk they are willing 
to accept. 

   So, this may be a great 
opportunity to take a closer 
look at your own portfolio 
and make some modifications 
to rebalance back to an Asset 
Allocation Model that match-
es your own personal risk 
tolerance. 
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ASSET ALLOCATION
IT MIGHT BE TIME TO REVISIT IT

Don’t put all 
your eggs in 
one basket. 

   Of course 
we’ve all 

heard that term, especially 
when it relates to investments. 
And I think everyone under-
stands that you don’t want to 
concentrate your money in 
just one place, otherwise you 
run the risk of losing every-
thing. But did you know this 
phrase was first used in the 
novel “Don Quixote”, where 
it was written “It is the part 
of a wise man to keep him-
self today for tomorrow and 
not venture all his eggs in one 
basket.” Interesting, Now you 
know! 

Did you know? 
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Nearly a century ago, this 
old house at 157 Fair-
view Avenue in Daytona 
Beach, was once the 
home of a kindergarten 
teacher named Jan Hart-
ing. Ms. Harting relocated 
here with her family from 
Connecticut in 1946 and 
operated the “Merricourt 
Kindergarten” for 33 
years. Though I never 

knew Ms. Harting, from 
what I can gather, she 
ruled as a stern but loving 
grandmother, seeing 
hundreds and hundreds 
of children pass through 
these walls. Can you 
imagine, 40 kindergart-
eners in one room before 
there was really ever air 
conditioning? If only the 
walls could talk. Every 
once in a while, I’m re-

minded of the rich history 
of this great old place. 

   Recently, I was dig-
ging several holes in the 
backyard to relocate a few 
firebrush plants. To my 
surprise, I had unexpect-
edly unearthed a couple 
of mid-century plastic toy 
trucks. I can only assume 
they had been buried 
there by a couple of 
mischievous little 5 year 
olds during playtime at 
Merricourt over 40 years 
ago! But one will never 
know for sure. Even to 
this day, the memories of 
Merricourt live on.
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Merricourt Memoires

Mutt Strut 2017
The Mutt Strut has been 
an annual 5K run/walk 
fundraiser for the Halifax 
Humane Society for the 
past 7 years. It’s the one 
and only day of the year 
that dogs are allowed on 
Volusia County beaches. 
This year on Saturday, 
April 29th, Savannah 
and I, along with our two 
canine compadres, Fat 
dog and Little dog, a.k.a. 
Snickers and Cupcake, 
joined the festivities. It 
was a grand celebration 
for pooches of all sizes, 
shapes and colors. The 
event kicked off at 9AM 
with hundreds of dogs 
and their loyal owners 

strutting their stuff. We 
were part of the “Paws 
for the Cause” team, but 
never actually found our 
team because the turn-
out was so spectacular. 
Though most of the par-
ticipants completed the 
full 5K, my fat dog only 
made it about 1K. 

Afraid he might drop 
dead of a heart attack, I 
decided to turn back and 
let him wallow in the 
pool and regain his com-

posure. It was a great 
event and I must give a 
big shout out to Daytona 
Subaru for an incredibly 
generous contribution of 
$35,000 to the Humane 
Society! Watch out for a 
Savannah Court Finan-
cial Advisors booth at 
next year’s event!

Photo circa 1965 Merricourt Kindergarten Classroom.
(Notice the white picket fence and merri-go-round outside?)


