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• Friday, May 6th   8PM:  Outdoor Moving Night.  Come watch a classic movie on our giant outdoor movie 
screen.  Bring your outdoor seating, family & friends.  We’ll provide the popcorn!

• Tuesday, June 14th   4-6PM:  Annual Client Appreciation Ice Cream Event & (NEW) Art Show.  Office 
Parking Lot @ 33 Applewood Dr.   LOOKING for talents!  Do you have a special art piece or hobby you would 
like to display for others?  Please call Kathy at 616.606.9100 for details.

• July – Join us for a Workshop on “How to be a Snowbird”.  Newly retired? Thinking about becoming a sun 
chaser during the cold winters? We’re hosting a small workshop to give insights for any newbie considering the  
‘snowbird’s lifestyle”.  Let us know if you are interested.

• August – We are considering a day bus trip to a fun destination.  Call our office at 616.606.9100 to inquire. 

We don’t know what we don’t know.  That seems to be 
defining the year 2022. At the beginning of this year it 
appeared that COVID cases were going to go down, 
the Federal Reserve had a good handle on inflation 
and supply chains were beginning to strengthen thus 
bringing inflation back down. So what did we not 
know? Very few people thought Russia would invade 
Ukraine. Even fewer would have anticipated that 
NATO countries would largely come together and 
place costly sanctions on Russia. These sanctions are 
having the effect of disrupting supply chains further 
and increasing inflation around the world. While in the 
US and Europe have experienced a significant decline 
in COVID cases, we didn’t know that China would 
experience the largest COVID outbreak since the start 
of the pandemic. The reaction in China is likely to 
further disrupt the supply chains and increase inflation 
for Americans. The response from the Federal Reserve 
is to tackle inflation at the expense of jobs. They have 
stated that they are now focused on bringing inflation 
back in line with their stated goal by the end of next 
year. This will likely mean that interest rates are going to 
go up much more than people expect. The good news 
is that we have a great team with excellent resources 

to stay on top of things. James Tabb, who joined our 
team a little over a year ago is now fully licensed to 
assist our clients and to advise new clients about their 
finances. We are impressed with his dedication and                          
the level of knowledge that he is bringing to 
Ridgetown Investments. 

Understanding that the world is constantly changing, 
rest assured that we are staying nimble and will adjust 
portfolios as the economy changes. Some change 
is good and somewhat predictable. Changing from 
winter to spring is a good thing. I hope you all enjoy 
your spring.

Randy 

CONSTANT CHANGE

Fun times ahead!

The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual



We recently held a VIP Premiere Event at Stoney Ridge 
Vineyards for those that have referred their friends and 
family to Ridgetown Investments.  It was a beautiful 
evening with an intimate group of clients.  Want to be part 
of this special affair next time?  Don’t keep us a secret!

Be sure to read our blog that can be found on our 
website or FaceBook page.  

It’s been over a year since my last update and yes, I still 
live in Montana and Love it! In February of 2021, we 
moved to Lewistown where my husband took a job at a 
new ranch.  A couple pros for moving is I am closer to 
town, but I also have an office outside the house in our 
shop that it about 100 feet from our front door.  Our 
daughter moved to Lewistown in October and our son 
graduated from Ferris State with a BS in Construction 
Management in December, the next day we moved him 
to South Carolina.  Some would say the last year has 
been a little busy for us, but I wouldn’t change it.  We 
have learned by living in Montana you have to enjoy the 
little things in life and appreciate the time you get to 
spend with your family especially your children.  Let us 
help make enjoying the little things in life possible for 
you, your family and friends!

We all know that the more complicated a password is, the 
better. They should include a mixture of numbers, punctuation 
marks and symbols, and uppercase and lowercase letters.

Or should they?

Recent research into password security has shown that much 
of conventional password wisdom is not only wrong, but 
possibly dangerous.1

Facebook, Twitter, Yahoo, and LinkedIn have all fallen 
prey to online attackers who have stolen entire databases 
full of passwords. The passwords are scrambled for security, 
but this offers little comfort when computer programs can 
make millions of guesses in just a few hours. Because most 
passwords are based on words in a dictionary combined with 
a number or symbol, it can take these sophisticated programs 
even less time to hack them.

The end result is that common password policies don’t prevent 
the theft of many users’ passwords, which creates a complex, 
sophisticated, and lucrative shadow industry. Believe it or not, 
stolen passwords can fetch big money on the black market.2

So, what does that mean to you? It means that every password 
you’ve created is a valuable and vulnerable commodity worth 
protecting.

To do so, you should go a step beyond choosing passwords 
that are hard for a human to guess. Your passwords need                   
to also be difficult for a computer to figure out. Here are  
some tips.

Favor Length Over Complexity

Longer passwords are more difficult to crack. A minimum of 
12 characters is recommended. Consider stringing together 
the first couple letters of a favorite movie quote, song lyric, 
or poem. For extra-sensitive accounts, it may make sense to 
change your passwords on a regular basis. If you like the idea 
of optimal password protection, but worry you won’t be able 
to handle many, frequently changing passwords, password 

managers can help you organize, store, and use multiple 
passwords safely.3

No Plain English

Simple strings of numbers, along with passwords that can be 
found in the dictionary, are the easiest to crack. Microsoft 
suggests that your password should contain one or more 
uppercase and lowercase characters, numbers, symbols, and 
even unicode characters.4

Mix It Up

Many people use the same password for multiple accounts 
because it’s easier to remember. But this could lead to serious 
consequences. You may not be too concerned about the 
personal information stored in your LinkedIn or Twitter 
accounts, but what would happen if hackers used your 
compromised password to access your email, brokerage, or 
bank accounts? If you have trouble remembering multiple 
passwords, you may want to keep a list on your computer, 
but don’t store it on your desktop or in your inbox. Give the 
file a misleading name and bury it in a folder where only you 
can find it.

There’s no such thing as an impregnable password. Still, 
putting personal information behind a basic password is like 
leaving your Porsche in a parking lot with your keys on the 
dash. By taking preventative measures to strengthen your 
password, you may be able to help safeguard your sensitive 
personal data and your privacy.

1. Security.org, March 2020

2. PCWorld.com, 2019

3. www.cylab.cmu.edu. “Measuring Password Guessability                                           
for an Entire University”

4. Microsoft.com, 2020
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“People who wonder if the glass is half empty or full miss the point.  
The glass is refillable.”  
                                     - unknown


