
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Arnold, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ -  

hen I bought my first condo some 15 years ago 
my dad gave me a great piece of financial ad-

vice.  It went something like this “Dave, this place is 
great, and I know it looks perfect now. But, when 
you own a home, things break. Be ready for it to hap-
pen, don’t let it upset you.” 
  For the most part, I’ve been able to remember 
that advice and deal with things as they happen.  
There is, however, one harrowing exception. 

Samantha, my older daughter, was born De-
cember 2, 2016. I don’t remember the exact date of 
this incident, but sometime before the new year, hav-
ing barely slept those first few weeks, I went down to 
the basement where I feed the cats.  I turned the cor-
ner and saw what I can only describe as a small pond 
of raw sewage!  

I knew I could 
call a plumber, 
and I knew I 
had good insur-
ance to fix the 
basement, but 
this mess was in 
the same room 
as our HVAC 
system; I was  
terrified of what 
it might do to 
my child circu-
lating through 
the air supply.  

So, Lau-
ren and baby 

Sammy went to my parents while I waited for an 
overnight plumber (oh yea, this happened right be-
fore I planned to go to bed). Thankfully, we got the 
mess drained and my insurance fixed up the base-
ment within a couple weeks.  Knock on wood, there 
hasn’t been a problem since! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Edith Hileman, Operations Manager –  

wo things to know for this story- firstly, our condo 
has excellent water pressure and secondly, I am a 

competent do-it-yourselfer.  I can replace a toilet, a 
garbage disposal, or a faucet.  One day I noticed that 
the caulking around the bathtub spout was looking a 
little grungy. No problem, I thought, “why not just re-
place the spout and the caulking at the same time.”   
The next day, I had installed a bright, shiny, new fau-
cet with clean, white caulking.  

One of my pet peeves with my husband, 
George, is that before he showers, he stands outside of 
the tub and runs the shower for a few minutes.  
“You’re wasting water” I complain. “There is plenty 
of room  
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Sammy, five years later showing no lasting effect from the trauma. 

Baby Sammy, “For once, I am not responsible 
for that smell.” 
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in the tub to pull the diverter and take a step back. I do 
it every morning.” 

The first morning after my installation, I am 
lying in bed drifting in and out of sleep and George is 
doing his usual morning shower ritual. Suddenly, I 
hear a loud bang 
followed by “Oh 
my God, that 
could’ve killed 
me!”  

There is a 
compression 
screw that holds 
the faucet on the 
end of the water 
pipe and for fear of breaking the water pipe, I hadn’t 
tightened that screw enough. Our extreme water pres-
sure essentially turned the faucet into a missile that, 
had Geroge followed my advice and been standing in 
the shower, might have seriously injured him or at 
least shattered the family jewels. 
 
Eric Blackman, Intern – 

ince I live with my parents I haven’t been respon-
sible for home repairs.  But, when I was living in 

my fraternity house on the University of Maryland 
campus, my roommate tripped on the stairs and used 
the wall to save himself from falling, leaving a large 
hole. This would be costly to fix, and we’re all broke 
college students.  So, I applied my low-cost mindset 
and we simply covered it with some tape and hung a 
picture of my fraternity brothers over the spot.  Prob-
lem solved! It looked like nothing ever happened.  

The hole was eventually fixed correctly by 
university maintenance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kayla Printz, Customer Service Repre-
sentative – 

hen I was looking to buy a house, I knew that 
to stay within my budget, I would need to find 

something that needed a little work. During my first 
walk through of my new home I loved everything, 
EXCEPT the living room floor. It was some weird as-
sortment of every width and color of wood flooring.  

Maybe they had a 
close friend who did 
floor installation and 
saved all the lefto-
vers? Some pieces 
were wide some 
were skinny some 
were dark cherry and 
others were light 
blond. The floor was 
part English country 
house library and 
part high school bas-
ketball court. But the 
floor’s identity crisis 
didn’t stop me from 
buying the house.  

One week-
end, as I was staring 
at my horrid pot-
pourri of a floor, I 

decided to look up the price of a replacement. NOT 
within my budget! But then I thought if I can’t replace 

it why not just paint 
it my favorite color?   
I went to my local 
hardware store 
bought a few gallons 
of black deck paint 
and some polyure-
thane and voila! 

For under 
100 dollars, I now 
have a floor that is 
easy to clean, looks 
great, and my dog, 
Ash can run on it to 
his heart’s content 
without leaving any 
marks. Plus, my 
home looks like Hal-
loween all year long. 
I love it! 
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BEFORE - My Floor of Many Colors 

AFTER - Black Goes with Everything 
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