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July 2020 

My favorite holiday is the 4th of July.  It is the one holiday that has managed 
to escape the clutches of materialistic consumerism, and truly gives us pause 
to reflect on all the wonderful things it means to be an American. Not white, 
brown, black, yellow or red -  AMERICAN. 

In these interesting times (I despise hearing “In These Troubled Times”) it is a 
good exercise to look at all the good that this country represents, instead of 
dwelling on our problems and issues.  We are no longer the world’s 
wealthiest country, but I believe we are still the country with the greatest 
freedom.  Sure Brunei, Dubai, or even Saudi Arabia are much wealthier than 
us, but would you want to live there?  Go ahead.  Religious freedom doesn’t 
even exist in their vocabulary.  And now, with special permission, women can 
drive a car and actually leave their house without a male escort! 

It seems to me that a perfect example of the freedom we enjoy in this 
country is on full display, with all the protests and counter protests that seem 
to be occurring on a daily basis.  Very few citizens are being arrested as a 
result and the ones that are, are the ones causing violence.  Meanwhile, 
thousands of peaceful demonstrators are 
being locked away in Hong Kong, and how 
many will simply disappear for good? 

In my ancient past, I had the opportunity to 
travel to many different regions of the world.  
I had the opportunity to meet the local 
citizenry of many of those countries.  When 
you get right down to it, people are all the 
same no matter where you go.  They simply 
want to live a peaceful and secure existence, as well as make things better for 
their children.  I feel that is true of all 
Americans, as well.   

By Steve Mitchell

Let Freedom Ring - Continues on page 4... 
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By Vanessa Zook

Boating, sailing or even white water rafting can be jam-packed with fun and nonstop thrills, but before 
you board the vessel, you should know the rules and unless the captain gives you permission, don’t jump 
out of the boat!  Listen to him or her and only take the plunge when he or she tells you it is safe.      

The world has surely thrown us some curve balls these last few months.  I hope you’re taking some much 
needed time this summer to rest, recharge and recover!  As we look to the future with some measure of 
uncertainty, it is important to keep realigning and recalibrating ourselves to stay on course. 

As investors, let’s face it, we will all remain somewhat irrational at times.  Do you jump ship at the first 
sight of a storm or bail when you hit those white water rapids?  If you read my article about Emotional 
Investors in last quarter’s newsletter, we focused on what NOT to do and learned that making emotional 
decisions can be costly.  In this quarter’s newsletter, I’m focusing on what we should do as Successful In-
vestors.  Here are The 8 Habits that Successful Investors follow1:    

1. KNOW THYSELF   Successful Investors know they are full of emotions and biases that can impact how they 
manage their money, so they work with the best to PLAN WELL and INVEST WISELY. 

2. WEAR A LIFE JACKET & STAY IN THE BOAT   Successful Investors have liquid SAVINGS set aside.  We recom-
mend 3-6 months (or more) of non-discretionary savings.  Successful Investors also invest for the LONG-
TERM and they STAY INVESTED when market waters get choppy.  Long-term means typically 10+ years. 

3. USE THE WIND TO THEIR ADVANTAGE   Successful Investors save EARLY & CONSISTENTLY.  They know if 
their employer offers a matching contributions to their retirement plan, and they participate when possi-
ble, so they can take advantage of FREE RETURNS.  Matching contributions are essentially free moneys and 
boost retirement savings.  Compound earnings are a powerful tool in accumulation of assets over time.   

4. USE ALL THE TOOLS AT THEIR DISPOSAL   Successful Investors DIVERSITY THEIR INVESTMENTS and don’t 
put all their eggs in one basket.  They know many fortunes have been lost by concentrating on a single-
asset or a few.  No one knows what the future holds or can consistently predict investment winners/losers. 

5. “RED IN THE MORNING SAILORS WARNING.  RED AT NIGHT SAILORS DELIGHT”   Successful Investors use 
this common weather adage to predict the weather, but NOT to predict the markets.  Storms are inevita-
ble, but they know that MARKET-TIMING RARELY WORKS out well and is costly, so they don’t even try.  
They ride out storms with a good plan in place. 

6. LET THE SAILS DO THE WORK  Successful Investors know that economies expand and contract and markets 
rise, fall and REBOUND.  They also know stock prices/values go up and down, but over time tend to deliver 
higher returns than fixed-income securities.   

7. ANCHORS HAVE A TIME & PLACE   Successful Investors know that taking less risk may yield lower returns, but 
offer stability during downturns.   They keep an eye on maintaining a HEALTHY BALANCE. 

8. CHEAPER ISN’T ALWAYS BETTER  Successful Investors understand a good company is not always a good 
investment, and as Warren Buffet once said, “It’s far better to buy a wonderful company at a fair prince 
than a fair company at a wonderful price.”  Successful Investors know that that cheaper isn’t always better, 
but they are smart about and watch the fees/costs they pay; they understand that unnecessary fees drag/
erode the power of their compound returns over time. 

Are you looking for greater satisfaction, peace of mind and confidence?   These are by-products of culti-
vating healthy habits.  Together, we can navigate rough waters and enjoy the journey in the process! 

1 This list was adapted from the book Investment Planning Concepts and Strategies by James Dalton and James Forjan  



 

FROM THE DESK OF DENISE DRUDY 

Happy Summer, Everyone! 

I’m so thankful to be back in the office now that we’re allowed to be 
open.  While we are officially open and meeting with clients in person, 
Zoom/remote meetings will, and always will be available for those  
who prefer it.  Either way, I look forward to scheduling your next review 
with us.   

Enjoy your summer and stay safe! Sincerely, 

 

VIRTUAL SEMI-ANNUAL INVESTMENT BRIEFING 

 
Please join us for our Semi-Annual Investment Briefing from the comfort of your 
living room or just about anywhere you have a WiFi signal!   

WHEN:  Thursday, August 6, 2020 
TIME: 6pm 

If you would like to attend our Virtual Investment Briefing, please email 
Denise@visitpsionline.com or call the office at 717-207-7123 to receive a Zoom Invite. 

 

CLIENT APPRECIATION EVENT - Get out your dancing shoes! 

Every year we look forward to planning our  
Annual Client Appreciation Event as a way to say 
“Thank you”!   

This year, as you know, has been like no other in 
recent history.  We are continuing to plan a fun event 
this fall, while monitoring the guidelines and 
recommendations to keep everyone safe and healthy.   

While we anticipate having the event as 
scheduled, please stay tuned for any email 
updates closer to the event. 

WHEN  
Saturday, October 24, 2020  

Time: TBD 
 

WHERE 
 PA Dance Sport Ballroom  

585 East Main Street 
Hummelstown, Pa. 17036 

mailto:Denise@visitpsionline.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/PA+DanceSport+Ballroom/@40.2665239,-76.6895244,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x869bd6eb4ef3f4f6!8m2!3d40.2665239!4d-76.6895244
https://www.google.com/maps/place/PA+DanceSport+Ballroom/@40.2665239,-76.6895244,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x869bd6eb4ef3f4f6!8m2!3d40.2665239!4d-76.6895244
https://www.google.com/maps/place/PA+DanceSport+Ballroom/@40.2665239,-76.6895244,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x869bd6eb4ef3f4f6!8m2!3d40.2665239!4d-76.6895244


 

By Greg Staub

Back in April and May, we invited you, along with your 
family and friends, to enjoy an evening working your 
way out of Loco Ridge Saloon, hosted by virtual escape 
room, Escape Room LoCo (who just so happens to be 
owned by Steve’s daughter, Kelsey)!   

While you offered the guidance, enthusiasm and escape 
artistry, Kelsey provided the leg work via live video.  We were pleased to see many of you beat 
the clock to capture Rattlesnake Rory (and for some of you, well, we think you might still be 
trying).   Good job, everyone!   

Thanks too for providing such great feedback.  We were so happy to be able to provide you 
with an “escape” from your COVID lockdown boredom and to give you a great excuse to gath-
er (at least virtually) with family and friends during a challenging time.   We enjoyed con-
necting and meeting many of you!  

Thank you again for participating!  If you missed our event or would like to give it another try 
on your own, you may visit escaperoomloco.com or call (703) 468-8538 to book your virtual 
room.  The cost is $75/room (regardless of how many people log in).   Good luck! 

This country is unparalleled in its’ ability to allow 
that dream to be realized.  Our Founding Fathers 
were nothing short of brilliant in their 
construction of our government.  The most 
revolutionary concept they brought forth was 
that rights were endowed by “our creator”. It is 
our right to “pursue Life, Liberty, 
and Happiness” given to us by our 
creator, as opposed to a king or 
government, which is the brilliance 
of their construct.   

Many other countries freedoms are 
granted to the people by their 
government.  Not so here, “We the People” are 
the power, and we grant the power to govern, 
not the other way around. 

By now, most of you know, that I am a staunch 
believer in our capitalist system.  Show me one 
good example of socialism.  It doesn’t exist! That 
is not to say that capitalism doesn’t in and of 

itself cause issues.  Remember, this tome is all 
about the one holiday that hasn’t been 
transformed into a Hallmark card and gift giving 
event.  Capitalism does indeed cause societal 
inequities. The root causes of poverty are way 
too varied for me to expound upon here, but one 
of them is not our capitalistic system.  The 
opportunity to better oneself is a combination of 

our freedoms, and our capitalistic 
system.  The history of our country 
is a story of immigrants and the 
poor rising to unbelievable success. 

Sure, we still have our problems and 
issues, and we, as a society, are far 
from perfect. There remains a lot of 

work to be done.  But please do not fall prey to 
the 24 hour news cycle media, and their constant 
doom, gloom, and hyper sensitivity.   

We are a nation of great people.  It is too easy to 
forget all the good things we do have during 
these interesting times.  Revel in our freedom!  

...Let Freedom Ring - Continued from page 1 

http://www.escaperoomloco.com
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Did you know that Motorola produced the first handheld  
mobile phone almost 50 years ago?  It was back on April 3, 
1973 that Martin Cooper, a Motorola researcher and executive, 
made the first mobile telephone call to Dr. Joel S. Engel of Bell 
Labs, his rival.  

It wasn’t for another 20 years until 1992, that Neil Papworth,  
a 22 year old software programmer from the UK, sent the first 
ever text message from a computer to his colleague, Richard 
Jarvis, which simply read “Merry Christmas”.    

Today, cell phones and text messages have become a huge part 
of our everyday lives.  We can order pizza, check email, create a 
task list and take photos, all from the convenience of our mobile devices.  Unfortunately, this im-
proved means of communication comes with a downside - emails get hacked, our phones get lost or 
stolen and criminals are looking to take advantage of our critical information at every turn - so if you 
send us an email or text message, we have no way of verifying who hit send NOR is it safe to include 
information that may not be sent safely or in a way that may not be intercepted.   

Which brings me to our important request!   You want us to place a trade, send you some cash OR  
give you some important account information... but it’s before or after our normal business hours 
(or you’re afraid you’ll catch us in the middle of a meeting) and you don’t want to forget, so you 
shoot us a quick and convenient email or text.  Please please please remember it is necessary for us 
to talk in person!!!  If you really must send us an email, text or leave a vmail, which we don’t rec-
ommend, please call us OR give us a time or two to call you back, so we can talk about it in person.   

Even though text messaging has become an everyday tool for most people, SEC (Securities and Ex-
change Commission) rules prohibit us from accepting any sort of trade instructions, move money re-
quests OR account inquiries via text messaging, email or voice mail.  Obviously, the reasoning behind 
this is that we need to make sure they are really coming from you.   

The bottom line is if your running late for an appointment or want to send us pictures of your 4th 
of July party, text or email is great, but if you need us to BUY or SELL something, SEND you money, 
PULL money from your bank account or need INFO about your account, please give us a call.  We 
have cyber security and electronic communications policies in place for a reason - your protection!  
We’re in this thing together and this is just one of the important things we’re doing to keep you safe!  

 

Scott Smith

Martin Cooper placed what's recognized as the first public  

cell phone call in New York City in 1973.  

While there are many websites promoting “free credit 
reports,” they may not be “safe” or they may require 
you to enroll in credit monitoring programs.   This is 
the ONLY one we suggest you use and its FREE!!  

You have the right to one free 
credit report a year from  
AnnualCreditReport.com  

or (877) 322-8228.   
 

This is the ONLY authorized 
source under federal law. 

http://www.visitpsionline.com/news
http://www.annualcreditreport.com
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A Registered Investment Advisor 

Main Office 

147 North Shippen Street 

Lancaster, PA 17602 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Aug 6 -  Investment Briefing 
on Zoom  

September 7— Office 
Closed  
Labor Day  

October 24 — Client 
Appreciation Event 
PA Dance Sport Ballroom 

 

Summer Solstice happens between June 20—22 every year but 
the hottest days of summer doesn’t usually peak until a month or 
two later. Why?  Since Earth is mostly water, it takes awhile to 
both heat up and cool down which causes the Earths temperature 
to take about six weeks to catch up to the Sun. 

 


