
 

The Good Doctor 
 

ecently, I came across a story I found to be so touching and delightful, I wanted to share it with you.   

In 1957, a boy named Howard dreamed of becoming an artist.  Anxious for some tips on how to be one, he sent a letter 
to his favorite artist, a man named Theodore Geisel.  You may have never heard of Geisel before, but rest assured, 

you’ve probably seen his artwork.  You just know him under a different name: 

Dr. Seuss!   

To Howard’s surprise, Dr. Seuss actually responded.  But it wasn’t a canned response; the kind of boilerplate material sent by an 
agent or publishing company on the author’s behalf.  It was from Seuss himself, and it contained some very valuable advice: 

 

The master and the novice exchanged another pair of letters two years later, but after that, nearly three decades passed.  If he 
thought of Howard at all during that time, Seuss likely assumed the young boy had grown up and become something else, since 
many of us choose different careers than the ones we first envisioned as children.   

But, on January 3rd, 1985, Seuss received a new letter – along with a Xerox copy of an old one.  It was from Howard. 

 

Dear Howard: 

About giving you advice…pointers on how to properly write and illustrate a picture book…all I can say is this: 

This is a field in which no one can give you pointers but yourself.   

The big successes in this field all succeeded because they wrote and they wrote and they drew and they drew.  They studied what 
they’d drawn…each time asking themselves one question: How can I do it better, next time?   

The thing to do, and I am sure you will do it, is to keep up your enthusiasm!  Every job is a lot of fun, no matter how much work it 
takes.  If you plug away and do exactly what you are doing, making it better and better every month and every year…you CAN be 
successful.   

Your friend, 

Dr. Seuss1    

Dear Mr. Geisel/Dr. Seuss, 

If you peer at the two Xerox copies attached to this letter, you’ll recognize them as your gracious responses to a thirteen/fifteen-

year-old Alabama boy who wrote to you in 1957 and 1959.  I confided that I hoped to grow up and write and illustrate children’s 
books myself.  As you can see, you gave me a valuable gift: You took me seriously.   

It’s been twenty-five years since the second of your two letters to me was written.  During that time, I’ve often thought that I should 
write and thank you for the encouraging words which you offered me.   

I have not illustrated any children’s books yet, but I have grown-up to be a cartoonist and humorous illustrator.  My principal inter-
est is in comic strips for adults, and I fill out my extra time doing spot drawings for magazines.  My first book will be published at 
the end of 1985.   

Although I couldn’t claim to enjoy a hundredth of your own stature as an artist, I occasionally receive letters from youngsters not 
unlike the letters I wrote to you.  And remembering the strength of the childhood dreams which are represented by such letters, I try 
very hard to do as you did and treat the young artist as a person with dignity.  Thanks for showing me, in your work all through the 
years as well as the particular letters you wrote to me, both how to be a wonderful artist and how to be a kind and supportive human 
being.   

Yours sincerely, 

Howard Cruse1
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Meet our friends, Cathy and Rob Copeland!!  Their story is fascinating to us.  While most of us, as we get older, like 

to “slow down”, both Rob and Cathy remain involved in competitive and fitness swimming, a passion of theirs since 

childhood!  They actually met because of swimming (more on that later). 

 

As I said, this passion for the pool began at a very young age.  Cathy began swim-

ming soon after her family moved from Canada to Louisville Kentucky when she 

was a young child. She continued swimming through high school and college; 

choosing the Cornhuskers of Nebraska as much for the swimming program as for 

getting out on her own.  Rob also began swimming as a youth in Waterloo, Iowa 

and followed in his parents footsteps by attending Iowa State where he swam on 

the Cyclones’ varsity swim team while majoring in Computer Science. 

 

Upon graduation in 1978, Rob went to work as a computer programmer for the 

First National Bank of Lincoln Nebraska.  This began a 44-year career in technolo-

gy and financial services, a working path that is rapidly counting down to his re-

tirement later this year!  Even after college, Rob continued swimming with a U.S. 

Masters Swimming association and with the local age-group swim club. It was at a 

local age group swimming practice where Rob and Cathy first met, and where Rob 

encouraged Cathy to come coach the Masters swimming program. Cathy has been a 

Masters and age group coach ever since, until her retirement in August. 

 

Cathy, Rob and 6-month old son Noah moved to central New Jersey in 1987 where Rob worked as a principle con-

sultant for a financial services technology consulting firm and Cathy continued to coach. While in New Jersey, 

daughter Megan joined the family in1990. And while the kids played soccer and trained in Tae Kwon Do (both ob-

taining black belts!), Cathy and Rob continued swimming.  Then, tired of the New Jersey winters, they decided ,in 

2020, to move south and relocated to Fayetteville, eventually settling at Cresswind in Peachtree City.  In Georgia 

Noah and Megan switched sports to swimming and both swam in high school and college.  I can’t imagine there was 

any parental pressure involved!! 

 

Cathy and Rob have always enjoyed traveling with their family.  Memorable trips include vacations in Hawaii, Italy 

(for Rob’s parents 40th), England (for Rob’s English Channel swim), Ireland (an around the island driving tour), 

along with cruises to the Caribbean, Mexican Riviera and Alaska.  And with Rob retiring soon, Cathy has scheduled 

lots of cruises in the coming months: back to Alaska, New England, Barcelona to Tampa, Rome to Lisbon, Lisbon to 

New York, Panama Canal and Greek Isles. 

 

In retirement, Rob plans to remain active in the swimming community, where he served as national president and 

CEO of US Masters Swimming, treasurer for United States Aquatic Sports, as well as various other volunteer roles 

in the Georgia swimming community. 

We love their story . . . their passion . . . . and their successes!  And we’re looking forward to hearing more of their 

wonderful stories and the details of their vacation adventures in the years to come! 

“A flight attendant mistook the most decorated gymnast 
in U.S. history as a child, and offered the 4-foot-8, seven-

time gold medalist, Simone Biles, a coloring book after 
boarding the flight. The other flight attendant, however, 
recognized her and offered her a mimosa, so “we’re in the 

clear” Biles said!! 

Client Profile 

Rob & Cathy Copeland 



In response, Dr. Seuss penned one final letter to Howard: 

 

 

 

There’s a particular line in Howard’s last letter that stands out to me: You took me seriously.  Sometimes, that’s the 
best gift we can give someone, isn’t it?  When we reveal our most cherished hope or most secret fear, what we often 
need most as human beings is simply to be taken seriously.  When I think of my own life, and my own career, I re-
alize how critical that gift has been for me.  I wouldn’t be where I am today without the mentors and loved ones 
who took me seriously.  In fact, as a financial advisor, I think one of the most important things that I do for my cli-
ents is learn about what they want to accomplish most…and take them seriously.   

 

I hope you enjoyed reading these three letters as much as I did.  May we all have someone in our lives to take us 
seriously when we need it.  And remember, as Dr. Seuss said: 

 

Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no one alive who is you-er than you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 “You gave me a valuable gift,” Letters of Note, https://lettersofnote.com/2009/12/04/you-gave-me-a-valuable-gift-

you-took-me-seriously/ 

Dear Howard….. 

It sure made me feel GOOD, reading your letter and seeing what you’ve been accomplishing during the past 25 years!  It 
makes me especially happy to have played a small part in it.  May your first book sell a billion copies!  And may your next 25 
years be even better than the 25 you’ve just conquered! 

All the best, 

Ray  

The Good Doctor (Continued from Page 
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Phone: 770-632-2674 

Toll Free: 800-416-7870 

Fax: 770-632-5970 

Email: ray@raydunlap.com 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday  8:00 am - 12:00 noon 

 

www.RayDunlap.com 
 

SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FINANCIAL NETWORK, MEMBER FINRA, SIPC 

 

Educational Event 

. . . to take “Identity Theft” Seriously!!! 

We’re so serious about this that we have a Special Agent from the FBI 

coming to Peachtree City to present tips on how to keep your personal 

and important information private!  You won’t want to miss this presenta-

tion . . . but, we expect it to fill up quickly, so let us know right away if we 

can save you a seat!!   

Tuesday, October 11th 

7:00 pm 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Peachtree City 

 Reach out to Jennifer at jennifer@raydunlap.com or (770) 632-2674 

 

Securities and Advisory Services Offered Through Commonwealth Financial Network. Member FINRA & SIPC, A Registered Investment Advisor  


