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Wow. What a Way to Start 2018! 

When the market is at an all-time high, 

fears of a looming stock market crash 

begin to take over the media. The truth 

is that the market will go down at some 

point. But what’s most important is how 

you react when this happens.  

 

Many investors still can't shake the 

memory of the stock market crash of 

2008. Downturns aren’t pretty.  But  

remember: history has shown us that 

staying invested in the market — as 

hard as it can seem during a falling 

market is often a winning long-term 

strategy. 

 

We all love it when the market reaches 

record highs. But downturns are inevita-

ble and they can be scary. Anyone who 

says they can predict when the market 

will drop is overstating their abilities. No 

one has any idea when the next down-

turn will arrive or how long it will last.  

 

Educate Yourself on Investing, Stay 

Invested, Keep Calm, and Trust the 

Process.  

An investment portfolio designed 

around a sound investing philosophy 

then systematically rebalanced when 

the asset allocation, or mix of invest-

ments, gets off-kilter can help you 

weather all types of markets.  

 

So when the market throws you for a 

loop you’ll be better off if you don’t panic 

and you stick to a plan that doesn’t con-

sist of selling everything immediately in 

an attempt to cut your losses. Because 

if history has taught us anything, it’s 

that staying the course and sticking to a 

plan may be the best way to make it 

through a downturn.  

 

There are quite a few different types of 

downward spirals: there are dips; bear 

markets, which are long-term periods of 

falling prices, and crashes, when the 

market falls by 10% or more in a day. 

Ok, so how long will it take you to re-

cover from a tough market? While it 

depends on the type of downturn, how 

you react has a lot to do with your  

recovery. 

 

A Better Strategy 

Our Investor Education Wealth Mastery 

classes make it easier to survive falling 

markets than you might think. Over the 

past 90 years or so, the stock market 

has trended upward, but along the way, 

it’s had its share of downturns, posting 

a loss in 24 of those years.  

 

As investors, we can expect that our 

portfolios will perform as they were  

engineered to do (yes, that includes the 

ups and downs). We at Hammond Iles 

Wealth Advisors will continue to edu-

cate, coach, and support you to help 

you maintain portfolio discipline when 

the market decides to drop or crash.  

 

Gearing Up For the Next Crash  

Attend this class and arm yourself with 

the knowledge you need to weather the 

inevitable market downturns. See insert. 

Tax Changes Designed to Increase 

Job Growth and Higher Wages 

Since 1984, individuals, families, and business owners have relied on us to help them 

 preserve and grow their wealth, simplify their lives, live their dreams, 

and build a legacy for future generations. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act legisla-

tion has been signed into law. Most 

reports focus on people realizing a tax 

cut. As a result, the amount of taxes 

that come out of your paycheck could 

change as early as February. Individual 

tax cuts will equate to increased take-

home pay for most families, allowing 

them to save and invest more, or 

spend more. 

 

The standard deduction nearly doubles 

from $12,700 to $24,000 for married 
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From Greg’s Desk: Happy New Year!  2017 was an  

incredible year with the financial markets continuing 

a steady march to new highs. 

It is hard to believe another year has come and gone. How 

quickly time passes. Many of you have watched my daugh-

ters grow up, and my wife and I are only nine months away 

from having an empty nest when our younger daughter 

heads off to college.  As we attend different high school 

events for the last time, it’s a frequent reminder of how  

precious each day and experience is. 

While our younger daughter 

waits to hear from colleges 

she hopes to attend, our 

older daughter is getting 

ready to continue her junior 

year studies in civil engi-

neering at the University of 

Canterbury in Christ Church, 

New Zealand. It should prove to be an amazing experience. 

Not wanting to miss out, and to take advantage of having 

her serve as our local tour guide, our family will be traveling 

to New Zealand in June.  We’re looking forward to some 

adventures on the other side of the world. 

Scott’s oldest son graduated 

and has taken a job in Phil-

adelphia with Vanguard. 

Soon Scott and his wife will 

be exploring colleges with 

their youngest son.  

 

 

Joe Lander recently  

returned from Costa Rica 

where his daughter is work-

ing as a tour guide at an 

eco-lodge. He had an 

amazing adventure as she 

showed him all the best 

kept secret spots. 

Dennis Lund and his wife 

vacationed in the Smoky 

Mountains, enjoyed a Euro-

pean river cruise and now 

they’re in Orlando kicking off 

the new year before getting 

back to work! 

Hammond Iles is growing and we’re 

excited to welcome Mary Combs to 

our team as Assistant Client Relation-

ship Manager. If you visit the Weth-

ersfield office, you’ll have the pleasure 

of being welcomed by Mary’s smiling 

face. She’s a UCONN graduate and is 

looking forward to meeting everyone!  

Ashley Bryers graduated top of her 

class from University of Saint Joseph 

with a Bachelor of Arts degree in busi-

ness and accounting. She was pro-

moted to Client Relationship Manager. 

She works in the Wethersfield office 

and is happy to assist clients and their 

families with any question or request. 

Joanne Sampieri  was promoted to 

Client Relationship Manager and now 

works out of the Wethersfield office 

instead of Old Lyme. She’s the caring 

voice many clients look forward to 

speaking with and is here to help with 

all your requests. 

Linda Desreuisseau, our first virtual 

team member 

has been with Hammond Iles for 15 

years! She and her daughter relo-

cated to California from Northfield, 

MA last year, but with today’s tech-

nology, she hasn’t missed a beat 

keeping up with operations, sched-

uling client meetings, and the hun-

dreds of things she does to keep 

our office running efficiently. 

As we begin 2018, Scott and I, along with our team are 

here to help you and your family. We wish you a year of 

amazing experiences and thank you for your loyalty. 

We hope you take time to savor each and every day! 

We match your donations dollar for dollar!  
Please send your check payable to CT Children’s to our 
office. The hospital will provide a receipt directly to you for 
your records.  

 

https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/


Q: I Have Multiple Workplace Retirement Plans — is That a Problem? 

A: It could be, if you feel that you don’t have control over your accounts. Having multiple plan balances from former employer 

plans, and/or numerous investment accounts scattered about can make it difficult to know exactly what you have and whether 

you are on track to reach your overall retirement savings and income goals. Plus, you may be  

unnecessarily paying multiple plan fees. Your financial advisor can help you evaluate your  

ability to combine account balances and talk to you about the pros and cons of reducing  

the number of accounts you maintain. 

 

Get a second opinion on your workplace retirement plans in less time than  

it takes to go out for lunch. There’s no cost or obligation. To schedule yours, 

simply call (800) 416-1655 or email clientcare@hammondiles.com. 

 

 
Do you fret about the possibility of going broke in retirement? Find out if 

you're on track or in trouble. 

 

The fear of running out of money after you retire is the most common comment we 

hear among both workers and retirees! How do you know if you'll be able to do all 

the things you want to do?  

 

1. You know your "retirement number" 

When you're decades from retirement, it's hard to figure out just how much money 

you'll need to get by as a retiree. There's a lot that can happen between now and 

then, which is why many experts say saving 20 times your current income, or sav-

ing 15% of your income each year are common methods of finding your retirement 

savings target. Whether you're using one of these "close enough" approaches or 

you've spent some quality time with your advisor you and your family members 

should estimate -- realistically -- how much you need to save by retirement age. 

 

2. You have a plan and you stick to it 

Once you have your retirement number estimated, you’ll need to get your savings on target. You’ll also need to protect what 

you’ve worked hard to earn with an emergency fund and insurance, watch your credit report to protect yourself from fraud, 

and eliminate debt. 

  

3. You put your money to work for you 

The money you save so faithfully should work as hard as you do, potentially making much more money for your future use. 

And the best way to make that happen is by investing in a portfolio customized for your specific situation and life stage. 

 

4. You have multiple income streams 

The old saying "don't put all your eggs in one basket" is one that you should take to heart. Most retirees will have at least two 

sources of income -- Social Security benefits and investments from retirement savings -- but consider diversifying your  

income sources even further. Your options might include part-time work, investment real estate, ownership in a business,  

alternate investments, and even hobbies you enjoy such as selling your own artwork. 

 

5. You know it's a marathon, not a sprint 

When it comes to preparing for retirement, the most important qualities you can cultivate are consistency and discipline to 

stay invested over the long term so you can stay on track to get a sense of security and financial peace of mind. 

Will I Run Out of Money? 
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Gearing Up For the Next Crash  

Will I Run Out of Money? 

Problems with Multiple Retirement Accounts 

Tax Changes Increase Job Growth, Wages     

 
Advisory Services offered through Hammond Iles Wealth Advisors.   
Securities offered through Ceros Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC 
(Not affiliated with Hammond Iles Wealth Advisors).   

Did You Know?  
▪ The best email address to reach Hammond Iles Wealth Advisors is clientcare@hammondiles.com because it’s closely monitored. 

▪ You can request our Dynamic Portfolio Management™ program disclosure brochure by calling (800) 416-1655. 

couples. This will make it easier to  

prepare taxes for those who will switch 

from itemizing to taking the newer, larger 

standard deduction. 

 

While the individual rate changes cap-

ture most of the headlines, by far the 

biggest impact of the tax bill are cuts in 

corporate tax rates. The law will sub-

stantially reduce the corporate tax rate 

from a current maximum of 35% to a 

flat rate of 21% and repeal the corpo-

rate alternative minimum tax. The bill 

allows for full expensing of capital  

investments for the next five years. 

 

While this is obviously a big deal for 

corporations, it becomes an even big-

ger deal for individuals. Here’s why: 

American corporations don’t have to 

pay U.S. tax rates until they bring their 

profits back to this country from over-

seas. Because the American corporate 

tax rate is higher than almost anywhere 

else in the world, it’s estimated that 

American corporations are holding $2.5 

to $3 trillion in profits overseas. 

 

The corporate tax rate is so high it has 

provided an incentive for American 

companies to set up subsidiary facili-

ties in countries with lower tax rates or 

move their corporate headquarters to 

countries with a lower corporate rate. 

When companies make more money 

because of lower taxes, they use those 

profits to grow, hire more people, or 

invest in infrastructure and innovation.  

 

Making the U.S. tax system more com-

petitive for corporations in a global 

economy will be a boost for American 

workers. It will lead to more jobs and 

higher wages that may have gone to 

foreign workers.  

 

The tax reform should further stimulate 

the stock market, which so far has  

reacted positively to the current admin-

istration’s economic initiatives to create 

a more business-friendly climate via 

reduced regulation. 

 

 

Tax Changes Designed to Increase Job Growth and Higher Wages    continued from page 1 

https://www.hammondiles.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&expIds=17259,19430,24416,24472,25941,26094,26515,26563&sugexp=ldymls&xhr=t&cp=14&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&rlz=1I7DMUS_en&wrapid=tljp128509058318616&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=102+Halls+Road+Old+Lyme,+CT+06371&fb=1&gl=us&hne
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&expIds=17259,19430,24416,24472,25941,26094,26515,26563&sugexp=ldymls&xhr=t&cp=14&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&rlz=1I7DMUS_en&wrapid=tljp128509058318616&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=102+Halls+Road+Old+Lyme,+CT+06371&fb=1&gl=us&hne
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1+Bradley+Road+Woodbridge,+CT+06525&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&oe=UTF-8&rlz=1I7DMUS_en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=1+Bradley+Rd,+Woodbridge,+CT+06525&gl=us&ei=iu2YTL7IOIWosAPGif2dDA&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=title&resnum=1
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1+Bradley+Road+Woodbridge,+CT+06525&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&oe=UTF-8&rlz=1I7DMUS_en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=1+Bradley+Rd,+Woodbridge,+CT+06525&gl=us&ei=iu2YTL7IOIWosAPGif2dDA&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=title&resnum=1
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1+Bradley+Road+Woodbridge,+CT+06525&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&oe=UTF-8&rlz=1I7DMUS_en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=1+Bradley+Rd,+Woodbridge,+CT+06525&gl=us&ei=iu2YTL7IOIWosAPGif2dDA&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=title&resnum=1
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/12044+Lake+Newport+Rd,+Reston,+VA+20194/@38.978509,-77.3655347,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89b637ee82b7becf:0xb373e833defd5a0c!2m2!1d-77.363346!2d38.978509
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/12044+Lake+Newport+Rd,+Reston,+VA+20194/@38.978509,-77.3655347,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89b637ee82b7becf:0xb373e833defd5a0c!2m2!1d-77.363346!2d38.978509
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/100+Great+Meadow+Rd,+Wethersfield,+CT+06109/@41.7135476,-72.6456202,17z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e65243c0075871:0x504e2c11c776769e!2m2!1d-72.6437534!2d41.7138439
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/100+Great+Meadow+Rd,+Wethersfield,+CT+06109/@41.7135476,-72.6456202,17z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e65243c0075871:0x504e2c11c776769e!2m2!1d-72.6437534!2d41.7138439
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/100+Great+Meadow+Rd,+Wethersfield,+CT+06109/@41.7135476,-72.6456202,17z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e65243c0075871:0x504e2c11c776769e!2m2!1d-72.6437534!2d41.7138439
http://www.kellyfg.com
mailto:clientcare@hammondiles.com

