
Things We Are Thankful For

Wednesday, November 25, 2020

To All Financial Journey Partners Clients, 

Thanksgiving is here. It got us thinking about the half-full part of the glass
that includes things we are thankful for, even in 2020. In this edition of
Insights, we will share our thanks and well wishes for the holidays.

The topics in this week’s newsletter include:

Things We Are Thankful For
Be Mindful - Cyber Crimes are on the Rise
Remember to complete our Annual Client Survey
Sign up for our next event, State of the Economic Recovery, on
January 27, 2020

Things We Are Thankful For – Even in 2020

We are very thankful to be a part of your lives. You inspire us to always
want to do better. Working with all of you is the reason why we enjoy this
business so much. We are thankful you are our clients, but even more,
we are thankful you are a part of our Financial Journey Partners family.

In the year of the pandemic, we are thankful that none of our clients have
gotten the virus; that is quite remarkable! The phase 3 trials are wrapping
up for some of the large pharmaceutical companies working on a vaccine
and we are very thankful that the results are even better than many people
were expecting. The rollout of these vaccines in 2021 gives us hope that
next year will be the year when the world starts to put this pandemic
behind us.

The therapeutics and treatments for COVID-19 have improved so much
from earlier in the year, that people who contract the virus now have a
much better chance of survival. Testing continues to improve and is much
more readily available than earlier in the year. An example of one of the
benefits of improved testing is that it has allowed the major professional
sports teams to finish their seasons and playoffs, bringing much joy to
sports fans.

Lastly, we are thankful that 2020 is almost over so we can put this year
behind us!  

Be Mindful - Cyber Crimes are on the Rise

In 2020, people spent more time at home than in typical years. For many
people, that equated to spending more time online with email or browsing
the web. Many businesses and local governments have required people to
work from home. The bad guys (cyber criminals) have noticed this trend
just as much as businesses.

We have noticed far more emails from criminals coming to us on our work
emails at FJP. Fortunately, we have email scanners that “quarantine”
dangerous emails and we have all been trained on things to watch for
before we click or download anything.

We have also heard several stories from clients about attempts to scam
them out of their money. A very common approach by cyber criminals is
to send people emails that look like they are from legitimate sources, only
to find out they are scams. These are often referred to as “phishing”
emails where they are fishing for more private information!

Types of phishing emails you might see:

That offer that is just a bit too good to believe it is true
Tax refunds or error notifications. The IRS will always write you; they
will not email you
Request to confirm your identity or transaction that you didn’t expect
Your CEO at work needs you to provide your personal information

Here are tips for how to spot these suspicious emails:

Often poorly written with spelling errors or unexpected word usage.
Logo doesn’t look quite right.
Company URL is not exactly the same – like Amason vs Amazon.
Often very little text in the email with a URL.

Clients have told us many stories of being contacted by cyber criminals
and almost giving them significant amounts of money. It is important to
always be on the lookout for emails from cyber criminals and avoid
clicking on links from unknown sources, suspicious too good to be true
offers, or requests to provide personal information.

This article from McAfee is a good summary of the criminal activity
designed to part you from your money. It is important to always keep your
guard up to avoid scams by cyber criminals.

Please Complete Your Annual Client Survey

Every year in November we send out a client survey to everyone by email.
This information is extremely valuable to us as we use the results of the
survey to determine what activities we will work on in 2021 to best serve all
our clients and you specifically.

Have you filled out your survey yet? A big thank you to all those that have
completed it already! If you haven’t, we still want to hear from you! You
can find the survey in your email inbox, sent from Scott with the subject:
”FJP Wants Your Opinion in our 2020 Annual Survey!” If you can’t find
your copy, contact Arielle at: arielle@financialjourney.com and she can
resend it to you.

We ask that you include your name in the first question so we can ensure
we tailor our services specifically to you, based on your specific answers
in the survey. Thank you – we value your input and appreciate your time
to complete so we can learn what is important to you and put a plan in
place customized to your input. 

State of the Economic Recovery Webinar

Our first client seminar in 2021 will be a discussion on the state of the
economic recovery. (Notice we are being optimistic and using the word
recovery) 

We are excited to have a very special guest speaker, Noah Kroll, who is
the director of the Global Allocation Team at BlackRock. Topics included
are:

Update on the economic recovery
Looking ahead at the economy in 2021
Stock market trends in 2021

The webinar will be January 27, 2021 at 1 pm Pacific. We selected 1 pm
Pacific, since that was the most popular time for a webinar based on client
feedback in our recent annual client survey.

Mark your calendars now!  You can register for the webinar on our
website or use the button below. If you indicated interest from our Client
Appreciation Survey then Arielle has already registered you! 

Register Here

 Where Do We Go From Here?

As we near the end of the year, we see the potential for a big holiday
season as people spend money that was previously planned for travel and
leisure activities. Online purchasing this holiday season may even break
previous records. We will talk more about the economic and stock market
trends we see for 2021 in newsletters in the near future.

The holidays this year will be unlike any past years. We hope you are still
able to connect with the people you love, in safe ways. We are grateful
you are healthy and wish you a happy Thanksgiving holiday.

Remember, stay positive and test negative. 

If there is anything we can do to help you, please give us a call.

Elaine, Scott and Linda

_______________________
 

COVID-19 Resource Page – This page has lots of great resources
available for many areas related to the Coronavirus, including where you
can get free COVID-19 testing in Santa Clara county, stats, government
programs, and the latest information on what businesses are open and
closed.
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