The Spirit of Christmas

What does Christmas mean to you? What family traditions do you have? What are some false Christmas spirits?

Today’s message is about what Christmas means to you? What family traditions do you have that you would want to pass on? What warnings do you want to share about false Christmas spirits?

Christ-Mas celebration of Christ.

What traditions does your family have? 

· Gift giving 
· Midnight Christmas church service
· Pumpkin roles to friends 
· Christmas tree
· Santa Claus which represented believing in something magical and seems impossible.

Three Emotions of Christmas 
· Gratitude - starting with Thanksgiving
· Generous - starting with Black Friday
· Great joy

Where did the tradition of gift-giving come from? 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16 NIV

Believe not just in his death and resurrection but in his life and Lordship.

Some people believe the tradition of gift giving came from the Three Wisemen, also called Magi, or Kings from the gospel of Matthew, the scholarly foreigners who traveled from the east bearing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

How many wisemen were they?
Were the wisemen at the manger?
Who were these wisemen?
Let’s look to Matthew 2:1-16, NIV to find out…
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house (home, household), they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.

Who were these wisemen? They were called Magi, an Oriental Persian sect of astrologers, religious sorcerers, magicians, and wizards. About as pagan as pagan gets, yet they recognize Jesus as a King.  These Gentiles, foreigners, and potential spies/enemies funded Jesus’ family’s escape to Egypt (another Gentile, a foreign national that was a historical enemy of the Jews). God was telling the world that Jesus was sent for all nations, people, and tribes; even those who viewed God as an enemy.
 
Christmas presents represented the growing feeling of hope! Hope that the wrapped-up gift was the toy you wanted for Christmas!

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:23 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar… run and not grow weary… walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.
Proverbs 13:12

(The present you really wanted but didn’t get it)

What warnings do you want to share about false Christmas spirits?

When it comes to the spirit of gift giving in certain verses of Matthew Chapter 7: 1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2…with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. (Brad $1,000 / Andrea $100) 

6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.

7 “Ask and it will be given to you... 8 For everyone who asks receives…
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?…11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 
12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you

(That does not mean giving gifts based on your interests and what you would want others to give to you. They personalize it by giving a gift based on what they know about that person's loves and desires and wants. As you travel throughout life to eternal life, remember to) 13 “Enter through the narrow gate… and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. (Gift-giving is all about relationships. Many want the gift, but not necessarily the relationship. Jesus says…)

13 “Enter through the narrow gate… and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

(Gift giving is all about relationship. Many want the gift but not the relationship. Jesus says…)
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves… 20 by their fruit you will recognize them.
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

