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It seems  like the older I get; the faster time goes by.          
5 years ago,  I decided to move out of a bank and 
run my own financial planning office. It was a  little 
stressful since I worked inside of the same bank for 19 
years and the brokerage firm that I was with sold to 
LPL Financial.

I was blessed to start this endeavor with an impressive 
team of people. Elizabeth Ford, Kathy Lothschutz, 
Cindy Watson, and Becky Kass joined me as we moved 
into a small office in Sparta. Ridgetown Investments 
was formed. It has been an amazing journey. Along the 
way, Cindy retired, and Becky began a new career in 
Coopersville. James Tabb joined our team as a financial 
advisor and recently Helen Yuen  joined us to support 
our team.

A couple of years ago I purchased a restaurant and 
converted it into our office. In 5 years, we experienced 
a global pandemic and historic stock market drop. This 
year Russia invaded Ukraine and caused a great deal of 
economic turmoil.

Fortunately, a talented team along with truly awesome 
clients helped our business continue to, not only 
survive, but prosper. We have been fortunate to 
grow into the top 3% of LPL’s approximately 20,000 
financial advisors. 

While nobody has a crystal ball to predict the future, 
I am confident that the future looks good for our 
economy. The reason is the economic path our country 
is on. I began my investment career on January 3, 1994. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average stood at 3,756.

Our country just exited a recession. We enjoyed 
a few years of tremendous growth, they terrorists 
crashed planes into the World Trade Center plunging 
our country into a deep recession. We enjoyed a few 
years of tremendous growth in housing, followed by 
the collapse of Lehman Brothers which caused a deep 
recession and housing crash. This created the second 
10-year period in our nation’s history where the 
stock market had negative returns. This was followed 
by a period of slow growth. Then came the period I 
mentioned above. Today, after a recent stock drop, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average is just over 31,000. In 
the past 28 years if we looked at things with a short goal 
in mind, the economy usually looked gloomy. There 
was always something negative in the news. Whether 
it was inflation, deflation, wars, terrorists, there was no 
shortage of things to scare us. However,  if we can sift 
through the noise, there is usually an unseen benefit.

The rhetoric and gossip that fills our news media drowns 
out financial information. I focus on economics, not 
social matters.

If you think of all that we have experienced in the past 
28 years, it seems bad. Yet, the stock market went from 
3,756 to over 31,000. I am not sure what the next 
28 years look like, but the US economy is in much 
better shape now than it was in 1994. I look forward 
to working with you all throughout much of that time. 

CONSTANT CHANGE

The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual

Yes, we are planning for the year ahead of next year 

(2024)!  We would like to create a calendar featuring 

your photographs showcasing the beauty of the 

‘Ridge’ and surrounding area.  

If you are interested in submitted your photographs to 

be considered, kindly provide the highest resolution 

possible, before August 2024 to our office.  Please 

call Kathy at 616.606.9100 with questions.

PLANNING AHEAD 
2024 CALENDAR Bus Trip to Cornwell’s Turkeyville for dinner & a show.  

A fantastic time was had by this sold out bus trip (not all 
are pictured here).  Do you have a suggestion for the next 
day trip?  Let us know!  

How to be a Snowbird Workshop was held at our
office and joined virtually by cleints that travel the US
and aborad. They shared thier experiences with us on
“House sitting.”

RECENT EVENTS



I always look forward to the changing of seasons for many 
reasons.   A way to celebrate the past and look forward to the 
future. Our daughter is the sixth generation to now own the 
family farm.  Having the grandkids (Gavin, Drew & Paige) 
close by is just the best too! Our family also recently had a 
wedding to celebrate.  We mixed a vacation with a destination 
wedding to Zion, Utah.  And I’m always looking forward to 
planning new and fun client events – including celebrating our 
5 Year Anniversary as Ridgetown Investments!  Your input is 
always welcome.

Cheers to more seasons (and reasons) to celebrate!

“Train the Trustee” Workshop to         
be held in October. 
If you have been or will be appointed a trustee, you will want to 
attend this workshop. Trusteeship is a critical active role that has 
a significant influence on the welfare of the beneficiary. 

Come and learn of the legal and investing aspects of being a 
trustee.  Also covered will be understanding the duties and powers 
of a trustee and knowing the difference between mandatory 
and discretionary distribution.  Presented by Financial Advisor 
Randy Schmidt, CFP and Attorney Adam Sheridan.  

Space is limited.

Life doesn’t stand still. Neither do your life insurance needs.

If you have a quote or policy and haven’t reviewed it lately, you may be 
surprised to discover that what worked for you then may not not meet 
your needs now.

Luckily, going over your life and matching it with your life insurance 
just takes a bit of thinking. And a little math.

Here is how to do a quick review to know what you need:

• DIME - Use the DIME method to figure out your life insurance 
needs. Add Debt, ten years of Income, Mortgage payoff amount, 
and the cost of your children’s college Education.

• Type of Life Insurance - Do you need term life insurance (life for 
a fixed amount of time), or whole life insurance, a policy that lasts 
your whole life?

• Cost of Life Insurance - The price of a policy depends on your 
age, health, and the amount of coverage in the policy. There are 
many online calculators that can help.

These methods will give you a rough idea of what you need. Nothing 
can replace speaking with your financial advisor to get your life where 
it needs to go.  Call our office at 616.606.9100 to initiate a free quote.

A LITTLE BIT OF THINKING 
AND A LITTLE MATH

KATHY’S KORNER

Please join us on Friday, November 18th 

 Come anytime between 3-5PM to sample some chili, entered 
by Ridgetown Investments staff, and vote for your favorite.  

The winner will get office bragging rights all year.  

While in town, stay for the Sparta Chamber  ‘Christmas in 
Sparta’ parade and other fun happenings beginning at 6PM.

Holiday Open 
House and Staff 

Chili Cookoff!

Let’s celebrate 
our 5 Year 

Anniversary!

PLEASE JOIN FOR 
CAKE & PUNCH

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3RD
2:00-4:00PM


