
Our History

In 1986, founding partners Wayne and Jude McDaniel set out to build an independent, client-sensitive, 
community-minded, financial planning firm. Together, they created an edge with advanced technology, 
education, and by personally managing client assets with a high degree of integrity and responsiveness.

Peter Knutson joined the company in 2001 and became a partner in 2005. We expanded again in 2012 when 
Victoria Bogner became a partner after being with the company since 2005.  Collectively, our advisors have 125 
years of financial experience. In 2010, we changed our name from McDaniel & McDaniel Financial Services to 
McDaniel Knutson Financial Partners to better reflect our identity and mission.

From the beginning we have endeavored to be proactive in addressing client needs. By obtaining two private 
letter rulings from the Kansas Department of Revenue regarding retirement-plan taxation, we established 
ourselves as a knowledgeable resource on the University of Kansas campus understanding the complexity 
of the university retirement plans. In fact, we were one of the first firms to offer personalized, active asset 
management on the university’s retirement accounts.

We believed in tactical asset allocation in the 1990s -- long before it became fashionable in the 2000s. Today, 
our active money management is utilized by clients nationwide. We have been and continue to be forward-
looking in our planning and strategies.

With the growth in the number of clients we serve, we’ve expanded our awesome staff. We reaffirm our 
mission and values annually to ensure we maintain the integrity of the firm.

Today, McDaniel Knutson Financial Partners advise over 750 clients with over $250 million in assets.
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Core Values
■  Integrity: Trust can only be earned when all parties are honest, straightforward and reliable.
■  Excellence: We provide competent advice, financial performance and caring service.
■  Relationships: We build strong relationships with our clients, employees, families and community.
■  Stewardship: We take responsible care of what has been entrusted to us.
■  Generosity: Time, talent and treasure are meant to be shared.

Who We Are
We are constant and enduring financial partners. We do this through positive change; empowering clients 
to fulfill their dreams; and helping to build legacies through creative financial strategies. When you hire 
McDaniel Knutson, you’re getting a partner and advocate in your financial affairs, not just a financial 
advisor.

Who We Serve
■  University professors, presidents, chancellors and administrators.
■  Individuals and families who want to protect their assets and focus on reaching their most important goals.
■  People who want to make a difference, have a focus on philanthropy and want to give back to important concerns.
■  Small business owners seeking to establish financial security for themselves and employees.

Why People Work With Us
Philosophy
At McDaniel Knutson Financial Partners, our role is firmly centered on representing our clients’ interests- 
not that of a particular investment or insurance company. We recommend the same investment products and 
strategies for our clients as we do for our own family money. We are committed to excellence and integrity 
without compromise. We believe long-range planning and service are more important than short-term 
answers. Our commitment is to be a partner and advocate for every client.

Commitment to Expertise
We believe continuing education is vital to our ability to advise clients on their best course of action. In order 
to provide high-level advice to clients collectively, our associates hold many of the top industry certifications. 
Our designations include Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA), Certified Financial Planner® (CFP), Chartered 
Financial Consultant (ChFC), Certified Life Underwriter (CLU), Certification in Long Term Care (CLTC).

Independence
We have deliberately chosen to be an independent firm in order for us to give uncompromising service to our 
clients. We are not employees of any  financial institution. This independence allows us to advise on a wide 
spectrum of financial services, strategies and products. One-size-fits-all, cookie-cutter solutions do not work 
well in our individualized culture.

Philanthropy
We believe in giving back, both locally and globally.  To that end, we donate 5% of our gross revenue to support 
a variety of causes, including KU Audio Reader, hunger and poverty relief, the arts, environment, healthcare 
and education.  Our primary initiatives are adoption of a village in India, local environmental efforts through 
Green Wish™, Heartland Community Health Center and Theatre Lawrence.  When possible, we contribute to 
causes in which our clients and staff are involved.

Our Unique Investment Models and Process

Managing Money on Behalf of Clients for over 20 Years
When you work with McDaniel Knutson Financial Partners, you not only have advisors working for you but 
investment analysts who are giving your portfolio personal attention.

Active management
We focus on actively managing money by using our team to make decisions on which securities to include in 
every portfolio. We do not outsource money-management decisions and analysis. Every week, our analysts 
research the overall health of the market and each specific holding. We look at dozens of indicators including 
new highs, new lows, market breadth, greed/fear indicators, price-earnings ratios, interest rates, bond prices 
and others to assess the current market environment. Once we understand the big picture, we zoom in to 
specific investments to make sure they are consistent with our expectations.

Our Areas of Focus
	 ■  Retirement Accumulation Planning   ■  Insurance Planning
	 ■  Retirement Income Planning    ■  Legacy Planning
	 ■  Investment Management     ■  Tax and Estate Planning

Introduction to
McDaniel Knutson Financial Partners

Our Purpose: To use our knowledge, skills and resources to increase clients’ capacity to live and to give.

Our Mission: To partner with clients to enact positive change and enable them to fulfill their dreams and
build legacies through creative financial strategies.

Our Vision:
		■  To be the premier source of financial information and advice for our clients.
		■  To be innovators in planning strategies.
		■  To provide an encouraging atmosphere for our advisors and staff to thrive.
		■  To inspire philanthropy.
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“There is no such thing as a minor lapse of integrity.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			Tom	Peters,	author,	In Pursuit of Excellence
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