
WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT MONEY IDIOMS?

Do you have your ducks in a row?

What does that mean?

To begin, we must answer the question, what is an idiom? An 
idiom is a phrase that only makes sense when you know the 
meaning associated with it.  For instance, in the United States, 
we say that ‘someone is worth their salt.’

This phrase means means that the person is hard working and 
worth the money he or she is paid.  The saying perportedly 
originated in ancient Rome where salt was a valued 
commodity. A portion of every Roman soldier’s salary was paid 
in or designated for salt, reports Elizabeth Nix on History.com.[1]

Take this quiz and see if you can decypher the meaning behind 
these global money idioms..

1. In Russia, they say, ‘To fly through the chimney.’ What does it mean?
a. To be too generous
b. To go bankrupt
c. To live a decadent lifestyle 
d. To be miserly

2. In Sweden, they say, ‘To buy the pig in the bag.’ What does it mean?
a. To buy something without seeing it
b. To buy something that is beautiful but worthless
c. To cover up a financial mess
d. To pay for a wedding dinner

3. Many countries have sayings that describe a person who is frugal or doesn’t like 
to spend money. Which of these phrases has/have that meaning?
a. ‘To have short arms’ (Italy)
b. ‘To keep a hedgehog in your pocket’ (Wales)
c. ‘To be tight-fisted.’ (United States)
d. All of the above.
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4. In France, they say, ‘To throw money through windows.’ What does it mean?
a. To launder money
b. To give to charity
c. To spend carelessly 
d. To be rich

5. Which of the following phrases means to have just enough money for essentials?
a. To keep the wolf from the door
b. To bring home the bacon
c. To pay an arm and a leg
d. All of the above

If you would like some help putting your financial ducks in a row, get in touch.  We’re happy to give you our two cents and help 
you prepare for the future.

For the record; although the entymology of the phrase ‘ducks in a row’ is still debated, in Western culture it is synonymous with 
efficiency, organziation and preparedness. [5]
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