
REALIZE THE DREAMS YOU HAVE FOR YOUR CHILDREN  
WITHOUT SACRIFICING YOUR OWN FINANCIAL SECURITY.

COLLEGE FUNDING
CONCEPTS



The Ultimate College Funding Blueprint is a unique method that takes you from Point A to Point B in three clearly  
defined phases. Each phase is designed to minimize your time commitment, confusion, stress and of course your cost.

THE COLLEGE FUNDING CONCEPTS METHOD 
BROKEN DOWN FOR YOU
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MYTH #1
Time is on my side. My kids are only in elementary school. 

REALITY: Planning for college has two tracks:  
Financial and Admissions– each with its own timeline. If you wait 
to start the financial track when your children start the admissions 
track you have already missed opportunities to save money.

MYTH #2
I will not qualify for financial aid because my income is too high.

REALITY: Many families with six figure incomes are eligible for 
financial aid, especially if they have multiple children in college.  
In addition, merit based aid is awarded regardless of family income.

MYTH #3
Students can borrow an unlimited amount for college. 

REALITY: Only $5,500 - 7,500 is available via the Federal Direct 
Student Loan Program, beyond that a cosigner is required. In most 
cases parents are taking on the majority of college debt.

MYTH #4
My child is a straight-A student, and will probably get enough 
scholarships to pay for college.

REALITY: Many of the most selective colleges that attract straight 
A students do not offer merit scholarships, and even those that do 
rarely offer that ever elusive “full ride” scholarship. Fifty percent of 
tuition (not room and board) is more common for top students, but 
only if you are looking at the right schools. Scholarships will help, 
but you should be prepared with other sources of funding.
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TALE OF TWO FAMILIES
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TRADITIONAL 
METHOD 

ULTIMATE COLLEGE 
FUNDING BLUEPRINT METHOD

Wait until your child decides which college they will 
attend to figure out how much you’ll need. In other 
words, let the college industry decide your budget.

Choose your own budget based on your family’s 
finances and goals before choosing colleges. 

Randomly choose an account to start saving an 
arbitrary amount in, and hope it ends up being 
enough.

No family discussion of the finances for fear of 
causing spousal tension or putting undue stress on 
your children leads to poor, last-minute decisions 
influenced by emotion.

Assume the financial aid system is too complicated 
to understand, and that you probably won’t qualify 
anyway. So just pick schools and hope for the best. 

Treat all your financial goals separately.

Select schools based on brand name recognition, 
popularity contests (i.e US News & World Report)  
or the size of their football stadium.

Follow the herd for fear of your child missing out or 
letting parental guilt cause you to spend more than 
necessary.  

Calculate the savings rate needed to reach your bud-
get goal, and select the most effective account to ac-
cumulate the funds in based on CFC 10 Point Criteria. 

Open, honest discussion with the entire family at the 
right time (as the children enter high school) gets 
everyone on the same page, reduces stress, provides 
clarity and results in smart choices. 

Apply the financial aid formulas to your specific cir-
cumstances to determine in advance whether you can 
qualify for financial aid or scholarships and at which 
schools. Hint: Even high-income families and average 
students can qualify if you position yourself correctly. 

Coordinate and prioritize your financial goals so you 
don’t have to short-change one for another. 

Select schools based on ROI,  graduation rate, and 
likelihood of falling within your budget. Hint: some of 
the most expensive schools have generous financial 
aid policies.

Choose your own path and make smart decisions.
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The years go by really fast don't they? I just wanted to take a minute to 
introduce myself and say bravo for taking an interest in solving a problem that 
so many families in our society face. My name is Chris Curran, the founder of 
College Funding Concepts and author of College Funding Secrets. I have been 
helping families navigate the confusing and frustrating process of paying for col-
lege for over 15 years. Me and the team here at College Funding Concepts draw 
upon our first-hand experience dealing with hundreds of families a year to design 
solutions that will help you maximize your funds and get your kid(s) an education 
that will hopefully give them the head start they need to secure a future where 
they can thrive. 

Our 9-step process can help you discover what that solution looks like for you. 
Everyone's situation is different and we're not here to judge. We're here to help 
you avoid costly mistakes and make the best choices possible with the resources 
at hand and see if we can stretch those as far as humanly possible. You have op-
tions here. I'll leave it in your capable hands to take the next steps. See you soon.

MESSAGE TO PARENTS

P: 848.359.8157
F: 732.383.5212

200 Schulz Drive, Suite 125
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701

CollegeFundingConcepts.com
support@collegefundingconcepts.com

COLLEGE FUNDING
CONCEPTS

A division of Integrated Financial Concepts.

FREE CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 


