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Well, it’s finally arrived!  The Macy’s Day Parade is over 
and the 2016 Christmas season has officially been ush-
ered in as the stores bustle with shoppers searching for 

the perfect gifts.  As I was contemplating this Christmas edition 
article, my mind went into my past and I remembered a short story 
I read in middle school by American author O. Henry. 
Written in the early 1900’s, The Gift of the Magi, tells a story of 
love and sacrifice between a young, poor, married couple, the 
Young’s.  It begins on Christmas eve, with each unable to buy 
Christmas gifts for the other.  The story describes how Della sells 
her beautiful long hair to purchase a platinum chain for her hus-
band James’ prized pocket watch, while at the same time James 
sells his pocket watch to buy combs for Della’s hair.  It is a won-
derful example of selflessness between Della and James and freely 
sacrificially giving for the other.  The story closes with the author’s 
thoughts:
     The magi, as you know, were wise men—wonderfully wise 
men—who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger.  They invent-
ed the art of giving Christmas presents.  Being wise, their gifts were 
no doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in 
case of duplication.  And here I have lamely related to you the 

uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most 
unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their 
house.  But in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said 
that of all who give gifts these two were the wisest.  O all who give 
and receive gifts, such as they are wisest.  Everywhere they are wis-
est.  They are the magi.
     As you are planning your Christmas and holiday festivities, I 
encourage you to take time to celebrate the “true” meaning of 
Christmas with your family and loved ones.  Can you imagine a 
better gift to your children but to instill the gift of selflessness?  In 
our narcissistic “it’s all about me” world maybe it is time to refocus 
our attention from self, to how we can be of service to others.
Merry Christmas and a have a blessed New Year!
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