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A truly rare thing was intro-
duced in Congress this week: a 
bipartisan bill. The Homes for 
Every Local Protector, Educa-
tor, and Responder (HELPER) 
Act was introduced on May 20 
by Representatives John Ruth-
erford (R-FL), Al Lawson (D-
FL), John Katko (R-NY) and 
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
NJ). 

The bill would open up feder-
ally funded affordable mort-
gage solutions, akin to VA 
loans

to fire fighters, police, EMS 
workers and teachers across 
America. The bill began as the 
initiative of Samuel Royer (pic-
tured), the national director 
of Heroes First Home Loans. 
Royer is himself a marine corps 
veteran who served in a non-
combat role and was able to 
secure his first home via a VA 
loan. Working in the mortgage 
industry, Royer saw hundreds 
of other Americans working 
on the frontlines to serve their 
neighbors and communities 
and he wanted to find a way 
to show gratitude. He worked 
with Congressman Rutherford, 
a former sheriff, to craft this 

bill which will lower monthly 
payments, require less money 
upfront, and eliminate monthly 
mortgage insurance payments 
for qualifying borrowers. Royer 
sees this as a means of showing 
first responders and frontline 
workers the gratitude they are 
owed.
“This is a bipartisan bill with 
individual categories that every-
body can get behind,” Royer said. 
“With police officers, firefight-
ers, EMS workers and teachers, 
even if there’s rhetoric out there 
from some people who don’t like 
law enforcement, those people 
probably like firefighters and 
teachers. With where America is 
at today, I think this is a bill that 
can say ‘thank you’ to these lead-
ers here at home for what they 
do every single day.”

The bill, Royer explained, would 
be administered under HUD or 
the FHA and would allow any 
qualifying individual to go 
to any FHA approved lender 
for 100% financing, and no 
monthly mortgage insurance
which would be replaced by an 
upfront mortgage insurance pre-
mium at around 3.6%. HELPERS 
Act would have some particular 
differences - it would effectively 

open up FHA and VA financ-
ing options to people working 
in these fields. On a baseline 
$200,000 purchase, Royer esti-
mates it would either save a bor-
rower around $90 a month or, 
if they could afford traditional 
FHA payments, it would sig-
nificantly improve their buying 
power.
While Royer would also like to 
see these loans opened up to 
other first responders, like nurs-
es and paramedics, he noted that 
they’re currently operating un-
der the HUD’s definition of first 
responders used in their ‘good 
neighbor next door program.’ 
He said that after all these front-
line workers have had to endure 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, this bill is a way of showing 
gratitude and helping them join 
in the American dream. He ex-
pects that with the bipartisan 
support this bill already has, and 
the broad-based positivity of its 
goals, it is very likely to pass in 
Congress.
“When you have mortgage pro-
fessionals doing things that ul-
timately go back to the commu-
nity through a better program, 
that’s where the job is real,” Roy-
er said. “At the end of the day, 
this is not a program so people 
can get rich or do more volume 
of business. We’re trying to serve 
the individual person that’s serv-
ing our community. That’s what 
this is all about.”

      July is here and with it comes 
the pungent aroma of grilling 
hot dogs and hamburgers and 
mid-afternoon Florida thun-
derstorms. It’s nice to get back 
to somewhat normalcy now 
that (fingers crossed) this Covid 
pandemic is behind us. Inde-
pendence Day is July 4th, so be 
careful with those homemade 
fireworks! 

   On a side note, I will be travel-
ling to Colombia, South Amer-
ica, from July 13th through the 
23rd. I will be checking emails 
frequently and will have ac-
cess to phone calls as well. But 
if there is an emergency, please 
feel free to contact the home of-
fice directly at 813-935-6776. 
I’m sure I’ll have a thing or two 
to share in my next newsletter 
about the experience. 

Respectfully, 
Scott Weidman, CFP®

A Bipartisan Bill Giving First Responders Access To A VA-Equivalent Loan

Sam Royer 
Heroes first Home Loans
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Insurance
➢ Life Insurance (term, variable, universal 
and whole)
➢ Long Term Disability Insurance
➢ Long Term Care Insurance
➢ Buy / Sell Funding
➢ Business Overhead Expense Insurance
 
Services
➢ Hourly Consulting
➢ Retirement Projections and Evaluation
➢ Income Planning
➢ Asset Allocation and Risk Management

Investments
➢ Mutual Funds
➢ Variable Annuities
➢ Equity Indexed Annuities
➢ Fixed Annuities
➢ Stocks / Bonds
➢ Public Non Traded REIT’s (real estate 
investment trusts)

Account Types
➢ Fee Based Advisory Accounts
➢ Brokerage Accounts
➢ Third Party Money Managers
➢ 401k Rollovers
➢ IRA’s and Roth IRA’s

Phone: 386-308-5842
Fax: 866-840-3866
Mobile: 386-299-2893
E m a i l : s c o t t . w e i d m a n @
jwcemail.com
340 S. Beach Street, Suite #128, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Evenings and Saturdays available 
by appointment.
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So, there’s been a little 
confusion about how to 
actually use the Important 
Documents Flash Drive. 
Believe it or not, it’s as 
simple as flipping out the 
hinged plastic square and 
inserting it, metal side face 
up, directly into any old 

USB port! Viola! 
   The flash drive contains 
a 20-page, fillable PDF file, 
that will literally help you 
organize YOUR ENTIRE 
LIFE. Everything from 
your personal information 
like driver’s license, pass-
port info, VIN for your 

vehicles to passwords for 
all of your important web-
sites. We’ve even included 
a place to list your beloved 
pets, special needs and 
contact info for their Vet. 
Where else can you store 
all 12 Aspects of your life 
on one simple to access, 
but password protected, 
device, to make things as 
simple for your emergency 
contact person as possible. 
If you have not received 
your personalized 12 As-
pects Flash Drive, give us a 
call, we’re happy to get you 
all set up and organized. 

2.    On July 4th join Buddy Dyer at Lake 
Eola Park for their annual fireworks display.

If you’re feeling a little froggy this month, 
maybe a road trip to watch an amaz-
ing fireworks show might be just what 
the doctor ordered. Here’s a few desti-
nations that you might want to explore.

1.     Red Hot & Boom Celebration at Crane’s 
Roost, July 3rd in Altamonte Springs will de-
liver a memorable night of live performances, 
food vendors and a spectacular fireworks show.

3.    The Landing in Jacksonville is a 
perfect place to catch a fireworks dis-
play. There will be live music perfor-
mances and family friendly activities.

4.     If you want to venture a little far-
ther from home, consider the Pana-
ma City Beach Star Spangled Spec-
tacular! PCB boasts the largest 
fireworks display on the Gulf Coast.

Happy Independence Day to you and 
your family!

tel:+13863085842
tel:+13862992893
mailto:scott.weidman@jwcemail.com
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Tip Of The Month
Retiring early is great, but don’t forget, you 
may be entitled to the HIS (Health Insur-
ance Subsidy). It’syour responsibility to 
sign up once you reach the pension plan’s 
normal retirement requirements. The HIS 
is a monthly supplemental payment be-
tween $30 to $150 towards your health in-
surance premiums. The eligibility require-
ments are as follows….

1.    FRS must consider you “retired”
2.    Six (6) or more years of creditable ser-
vice if hired before July 1, 2011.
3.    Meet the pension plan’s normal retire-
ment age based on your class of member-
ship. Normal class is age 62 or any age with 
30 years of creditable service. 
4.   You must have current Health Insur-
ance Coverage
5.     Here’s the kicker…you must have suc-
cessfully applied for the HIS (otherwise 
YOU DON’T GET IT) 

If you’ve met those requirements, but never 
realized you are eligible, HIS payments are 
retroactive, but only up to 6 months. Hope-
fully, this little reminder, will help prevent 
you from leaving money on the table. For 
more Tips and Strategies from a Financial 
Planner’s Perspective, check out our up-
coming workshops at www.FRSWorshop.
com or give us a call. 

Flashback 50 Years Ago This Month

Rock legend, Jim Morrison age 27, lead 
vocalist for the Doors, died on July 3rd, 
1971 from what was thought to be a 
heroine overdose. Interestingly, he was 
born right here in Melbourne, Florida.

3 days later, another music legend, 
“Satchmo” otherwise known as Louis 
Armstrong died at the young age of 69. 
Armstrong has been recognized as one 
of the most influential figures in jazz.

Music
Don't Pull Your Love" by Hamil-
ton, Joe Frank & Reynolds reached 
#4 on the Billboard Hot 100 dated 
July 31, 1971. In the same month, 
the single had been certified Gold 
for sales of one million units.

The 26th amendment was passed 
by Congress March 23, 1971, 
and ratified July 1, 1971, the 
26th amendment granted the 
right to vote to American citi-
zens aged eighteen or older.

June 31, 1971: 
After landing 
on the moon, 
astronauts on 
Apollo 15 take 
a 6-and-a-half-
hour electric 
car ride on the 
moon. It was the 
first off-planet 
automobile ride.

http://www.FRSWorshop.com
http://www.FRSWorshop.com
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Idiom Of The Month

Who doesn’t love a good 
Pirate story? Shiver Me 
Timbers is an exclama-
tion attributed to Pirates 
in works of fiction. The 

phrase is based on real 
nautical slang and is a 
reference to the timbers, 
which are the wooden 
support frames of a sailing 

ship. In heavy seas, ships 
would be lifted up and 
pounded down so hard 
as to "shiver" the timbers, 
startling the sailors.
On a side note, did you 
ever wonder why pirates 
are depicted wearing an 
eyepatch? I just assumed 
it was because they got 
their eyeball poked out 
in a swashbuckling en-
counter. However, the eye 
patch was used to prepare 
one eye to see in the dark, 
so when they would go 
below deck they could 
swap the eye patch from 
one eye to the other and 
see with the eye that has 
already adjusted to low 
light conditions. ... This 
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“Shiver  Me Timb ers!  Arggggg h”
would allow them to instantly 
see in the dark! Now that is a 
fascinating tidbit of useless 
information! And now you 
know! 


