Prayer of Jabez

1 Chronicles 4, ESV
9 Jabez was more honorable (this Hebrew word has two meanings: abounding with or more grievously afflicted; more honorable because of prevailing over greater burdens than others) than his brothers; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, "Because I bore him in pain." (Note: Jabez in Hebrew means to cause pain and grief) 10 Jabez called upon the God of Israel (Hebrew meaning is the God that prevails), saying, "Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my border, and that your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me from harm (in Hebrew means evil, harm, adversity, affliction, bad, calamity, displeasure, distress) so that it might not bring me pain (in Hebrew it means to not be pained and grieved, or cause pain and grief)!" And God granted what he asked (Hebrew, it not only means asked, it means seek, beg, consult with God). 
 
What holds us back from asking?
 
Is it that we feel too unworthy or that it is too self-centered and prideful?
Is it that we feel we cannot handle the responsibility and accountability that the blessing requires of us?
 
What is holding you back? 
For most, it is our struggles with acceptance and accountability. Yet, the two principles are foundational to growth in any relationship. 
 
God's goal in life for you is that you will grow in your relationship with God and others. Joyful, sincere friendship and love usually die in a relationship of:
· Accountability without acceptability becomes a performance-based relationship.
· Acceptability without accountability becomes a sinful or insincere relationship.
 
Both styles of loving promote an atmosphere of lying to others or yourself.
 
An environment of acceptability with accountability is where love fully grows into maturity. It is the essence of who God is and His words He speaks into your thoughts.
 
John 1:14, ESV
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us... full of grace and truth.
 
Grace is foundational to acceptance.
Truth is foundational to accountability. 
 
Grace says...
Ephesians 1:11-14, NIV
In him (God) we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ might be for the praise of His glory... (we could just stop there but the scripture goes on to say that the chosen are to be proclaimers to others) the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation... marked in Him (God) with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit...
 
Many stop with just grace part of this scripture of being chosen and predestined. They feel secure because they were chosen and predestined. Then they do the most selfish thing possible. They keep the gospel to themselves. Yet non-verbally telling the world to go to hell. The Spirit of Truth gives us accountability and commissions us to share God's grace because we were chosen and predestined. The scripture goes on to say...
 
1 Timothy 2:1-4
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for ALL people .. it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
 
"God saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5, ESV).
 
So pray the prayer of Jabez, yet this time saying as your prayer, as one who God fully accepts, predestined, and holds accountable to making every moment with God and others count.
 
As Psalms 139 and all of the scripture reveal - Problems and pain are part of God's perfecting process. Yet, much of our pain is caused by how we process our thoughts and relate to others. Jabez was right for asking God to keep him away from harm and from pain or causing pain. The only way any of us can stay away from pain or from causing pain is when God's hand is upon us, leading our thoughts, words, and actions. Yet, we also know that through Christ's pain, we received eternal gain. It is through pain that people come together. Pain sometimes is part of God's process and plan. My friend, process your pain with praise, for you are too blessed to be stressed.

Jabez was more honorable (meaning he had a greater burden to overcome) than his brothers, and his mother named him Pain. In exercise, there is an expression of "No pain; No gain!" Jabez had a greater burden to overcome, and it was through that burden Jabez saw his need for God's hand and blessing in his life. 

