Our Investment Philosophy
The foundation of LaPorte Wealth Management Group's investment philosophy comes from a surprising source - King Solomon. His recorded teachings in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes have stood the test of time. Both Christians and Jews consider these teachings as scripture. They reveal that divine-defined direction, diversification, and determination are keys to successful long-term investing and life.


DIVINE-DIRECTION:   
Establishing a God-given financial plan gives you direction, faith, and confidence. Determining the appropriate investments and receiving the determination needed to reach your God-given financial goals requires receiving a God-given plan. King Solomon said,
· Proverbs 16:3, ESV: "Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and the LORD will establish your plans." 
· Proverbs 16:9, ESV: "The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps." God not only establishes your plan, a few verses later the scripture says God also established your steps. It is like, here is the God-given goal, and here are the God-given steps. What I hear is that we must be flexible that we don't make the plan God. To keep us humble, we were never called to walk this journey alone. 
· Proverbs 15:22, ESV "Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed."


DIVERSIFICATION:   
Owning multiple low-correlated investments managed by many trusted advisors gives you confidence and the ability to navigate various investment seasons successfully. 
· Proverbs 11:14, NIV "...victory is won through many advisers."
· Proverbs 24:6, NLT "...victory depends on having many advisers."
· Proverbs 22:3, NLT: "A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions. The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences."
· Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, NLT "For everything there is a season… A time to plant and a time to harvest." 
· Ecclesiastes 11:4, NIV: "Farmers who wait for perfect weather never plant. If they watch every cloud, they never harvest."
· Ecclesiastes 11:1, GN "Invest your money in foreign trade…"
· Ecclesiastes 11:2, NIV: "Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what disaster may come upon the land."
· Ecclesiastes 11:6, NIV "...for you don't know if profit will come from one activity or another."

You are investing, not gambling…
· Gamblers either win or lose.
· Investors only lose if they choose to lose by selling their investment at a loss or if their investment ceases to exist.
· Investors know the power of faithful patience. 
. Proverbs 28:20, NIV: "A faithful person will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished."
. Proverbs 28:22, NLT: "Greedy people try to get rich quick but don't realize they're headed for poverty."

DETERMINATION: 
Determination comes from what you have determined to be the way, the truth, that leads to the life God has called you to live. Having proven investment strategies, managers, and processes allows you to stay the course and trust God's plan, not emotions. Nothing in this life is perfect except for God. God has a perfect plan for your life. The question is: Are you willing to listen and follow it, or will fear and greed lead you?
· Proverbs 13:4, NIV: "…the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied."
· Proverbs 3:5-7, ESV: "Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil."
· Ecclesiastes 7:8-9, NLT "Finishing is better than starting. Patience is better than pride. Control your temper, for anger labels you a fool."
· Proverbs 21:5, NIV "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty."


