Honor God with Your Resources        

Know and honor the one who provides all our wealth: 
· “Both riches and honor come from God” (1Chr. 29:12, NIV). 
· “Honor the LORD with your wealth…then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine” (Prov. 3:9-10, NIV).
· Jesus taught this about a rich farmer: “‘This is what I’ll do…I will store all my grain and my goods.’ And I’ll say to myself, ‘you have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘you fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:18-21, NIV). 

Invest time and resources into others: 
· Apostle Paul wrote, “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” (2 Cor. 9:6, NIV).
· Jesus said, “…store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also’” (Mat. 6:19-21, NIV).
· King Solomon wrote “Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath…One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly {meaning he withholds what he should give}, but comes to poverty.…whoever trusts in riches will fall” (Prov. 11:4,24,25,28, KJV).

Tithing is not giving; it is returning: 
· “‘... Everything…is yours, O Lord... We adore you as the one who is over all things. Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at your discretion people are made great and given strength…who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you first gave us!...my God… you examine our hearts, and rejoice when you find integrity there.’” (1 Chronicles 29:11-16, NLT).








Tithing is a test: 
· Says the Lord Almighty, “Test me in this, bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10, NIV).
· Tithe actually means ten percent and throughout the scriptures ten is associated with testing:
· God promised Abraham He would not destroy Sodom if 10 righteous men could be found there (Gen 18:32).
· God brought 10 plagues on Egypt (Ex 7:14-12:30).
· The 10 Commandments (Ex 20:1-17)(Deut 5:6-21).
· Jesus healed 10 lepers (Lk 17:11-19), but only 1 (10%) returned to Jesus to thank him (note he was not a Jew).
· Jesus told several parables which focus on the number 10: 
· 10 virgins waiting to meet the bridegroom, half failed the test (Mt 25:1-13)
· 10 coins, one was lost, yet through searching it is found (Lk 15:8-10)
· 10 minas, money worth about three months’ wages, entrusted each servant to “Put this money to work until I come back” in which one servant failed the test (Lk 19:11-27).   

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. (1 Corinthians 16:2, NIV)

Tithing reveals who you trust in:
· “Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. ‘I tell you the truth’, he said, ‘this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’” (Luke 21:1-4, NIV). 

Jesus endorses tithing: 
· Jesus said, “For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things” (Matthew 23:23-24, NLT).
· “You {Christ} are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” …{the} high priest… Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. Melchizedek met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and Melchizedek blessed Abraham, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, the name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness”…“king of peace.” Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever… Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people…when the priesthood is changed … another priest like Melchizedek appears… Jesus lives forever, Jesus has a permanent priesthood… is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because Jesus always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest truly meets our need... Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices... Jesus sacrificed for their sins once and for all when Jesus offered himself.” (Hebrews 5:6,10; 7:1-27, NIV).
· The principle of tithing came 500 years before God made it a law as seen in Genesis 14:18-20.

Even the Levites tithe: 
· “Speak to the Levites and say to them: ‘When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the Lord’s offering.” (Numbers 18:26, NIV).






















Not tithing, is stealing: 
· “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.” (Malachi 3:8-12, NIV). 
· “…whatever you stole…You must make restitution by paying the full price plus an additional 20 percent to the person you have harmed. On the same day you must present a guilt offering.” .” (Leviticus 6:4-5, NLT). 
· “One-tenth (10%) of the produce of the land… belongs to the LORD and must be set apart to him as holy. If you want to buy back the LORD’s tenth… you must pay its value, plus 20 percent. Count off every tenth animal from your herds and flocks and set them apart for the LORD as holy. You may not pick and choose between good and bad animals, and you may not substitute one for another. But if you do exchange one animal for another, then both the original animal and its substitute will be considered holy and cannot be bought back. These are the commands that the LORD gave through Moses on Mount Sinai for the Israelites.” (Leviticus 27:30-34, NLT). 


Tithing breaks bondage and releases divine blessing: 
· “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.” (Malachi 3:9-12, NIV). 
· Jesus said, “…store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also… No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money (mammon, a Syrian deity of riches)… do not worry about your life…” (Matthew 6:19–25, NIV). 
· “Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses.” (Proverbs 28:27, NIV)

Tithe pays for
· Ministry Workers: “… {to} compensate them for their service in the Tabernacle… I will give them the tithes” (Numbers 18:21, NLT). 
· Poor: “…now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, Lord, have given me.” Place the basket before the Lord your God and bow down before him. Then you and the Levites and the foreigners residing among you shall rejoice in all the good things the Lord your God has given to you and your household. When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.” (Deuteronomy 26:10-12, NIV).  
· Celebration/Food: 22 “You shall tithe…year by year. 23 …in the place that God will choose… you shall eat the tithe… that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always… 25 …go to the place that the LORD your God chooses 26 and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink (shakar intensely alcoholic drink like liquor), whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the LORD your God and rejoice, you and your household. 27 And you shall not neglect the Levite {that is God's ministers} who is within your towns... 28 “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. 29 And the Levite {God's ministers}… the sojourner {foreigners}, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deuteronomy 14:22-28, ESV).

Tithing breaks the bondage of money: 
Jesus said, “…store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also… No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money (mammon, a Syrian deity of riches)… do not worry about your life…” (Matthew 6:19–25, NIV).



Genesis 28:20–22: 
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord f will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.”

Deuteronomy 12:5-6
…seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go; there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.


We are blessed to be a blessing:
God said, “I will bless you… and you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2, NIV).

“So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers… finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised… not as one grudgingly given. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. God is able to make all grace {favor, blessing} abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work… enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:5-12, NIV).

1 John 3:17, NIV
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?




1 Timothy 6:6–9, 17–19, NIV
Godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

Acts 2:44–45 
All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.

Romans 12:13
Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

Hebrews 13:16
Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Matthew 25:35–40, NIV
Jesus taught, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.

Acts 20:35, NIV
In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

Luke 18:22–25, NIV
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy.  Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

