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Our Federation Meshenewa Big Wild Wolf ran a member survey via email this year from Jan 30 to Feb 9.  He 

received 151 responses.  All of the comments he received are summarized here.  Some punctuation has been 

corrected, but no content has been changed.  Almost 20% of our Dads participate in both an Indian Guide & Indian 

Princess Nation.  Comments from these Dads will appear twice – once under each of their Nations. 

The survey questions and statistics are detailed in a separate file (2009 Member Survey Results Summary.pdf).  The 

comments were received from questions number 4, 6, 8 & 9.  The last two questions (# 10 & 11) required a free text 

answer.  These answers are listed here with the comments.  

 

The comments have not been grouped in any order within their respective Nations. 

 

Indian Guide Members 
 

CHIRICUAHUA SURVEY COMMENTS 

 VERY INTERESTED BUT HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEY ARE. In my opinion the Federation / Nation has FAILED 
to get me involved with some basic information. 

 I want to be active and fully engaged but the program has not done anything to recruit me. 

 I think that an event that could be interesting would be a bicycle rally, ride in one of the local preserves or 
on the palatine bike path. We could do it as a fund raiser and have some sort of picnic/carnival for 
everyone who participates. It also could be used as recruiting. 

 We've been to a wide variety of events and had fun at every single one. When offered the choice between 
a one-day ski trip with the Cub Scouts and the Winter Campout with the Guides, my son instantly said the 
campout. He loves the campout (cabin or tent) experience. 

 No, overall I think the federation and the two nations to which I belong do a decent job balancing cost and 
offerings. 

 We've been to a wide variety of events and had fun at every single one. When offered the choice between 
a one-day ski trip with the Cub Scouts and the Winter Campout with the Guides, my son instantly said the 
campout. He loves the campout (cabin or tent) experience. 

 I find the Indian Guides events financially comparable to the other events. What is nice about this program 
as compared to the other Indian Guides program I was in with my older son is that there is no candy sale. 
In my previous program we finally did away with, after considerable political maneuvering, the candy sale 
and had a walk-a-thon instead. 

 As a dad with two kids in the program it can get pricey when the campouts are scheduled very close 
together. Also this year in particular it seems that I am having issues events either on the same weekend or 
back to back weekends or the same event for both nations. I hope that this is only a one year thing for that 
to happen. 

 good job 

 I feel for what we are getting sometimes the price could be a bit lower otherwise things are fine for most of 
the events 

 They are probably a little higher in price which is fine since we don't do any fundraising. 

 With the economy, I know some members having trouble with the costs of campouts and events. 

 To attend every event can cost several hundred dollars per year. It's nice to be able to pick and choose 
events. It's a must to keep campout costs down, since that is the "bread & butter" of the program. I know 
many families that attend maybe 25% of monthly meetings and attend all the campouts, but nothing else. 
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IROQUOIS SURVEY COMMENTS 

 The variety and organization of the events are fine. 

 Work on ways to reduce cost especially at campouts.  Paying for bad meals 

 The summer is so packed with activities it is just hard to fit more in. The summer ideas are always good 
ones and they sound like a great deal of fu, but it is nearly impossible to get them in schedule wise. 

 Love the Unknown Heroes event. We look forward to it every year. 

 The program is great, but the cost has gone up significantly.  The 2001 spring tent out was 10 dollars per 
tent.  The 2008 spring tent out was 40 bucks a head, translating to 160 bucks for my 3 boys and I.  
Ridiculous for a tent out.  We went to the Dells with the whole family instead of paying 240 bucks for the 
winter campout last year. 

 Discretionary income is disappearing.  Your members will disappear too if you don't lower your prices.  The 
program pricing is geared towards parents with one child.  You need to accommodate larger families, or 
they will leave the program. 

 The events are more costly than putting my kid through a whole season of a sport, but they are worth it. 

 I guess I would vote to rough it more and pay less. 

 I would like to see more people get involved and a little more hype for the events for the kids to get excited 
about them. 

 In today's economy, it's getting tougher with so many other time constraints. 

 Events are well run.  Continue to encourage attendance. 

 Costs are OK but seem to be rising sharply. 

 Winter Campouts and our per person event (sleepovers) can get costly to multiple kids families - it is not 
important to have food provided at winter campouts, we can feed ourselves, if it helps reduce the costs. 

 Some of the events can get expensive. The more expensive events are typically things that I wouldn't be 
able to do outside the program so I can't compare them. The expense is worth it though as a father/child 
bonding opportunity. I would us to use our resources as a large group to reduce some of the event costs. 

 keep tribes in smaller numbers (like 10-12 kids per tribe) 

 I am already very active at the Nation level. I would be very interested in some Fed level events like a 
summer campout or an event similar to a Boy Scout Jamboree where different Federations could get 
together. 

 Need to do a better job promoting; consider budgeting line item to hire PR agency to advertise, target 
audiences, and lobby full time with schools, churches, city councils, local papers, etc. 

 I don't usually pick events by price. Having 3 children in the program I try to make all the campouts. Then 
pick a few other events. Because of the cost I can't do them all. 

 I think we sometimes stretch ourselves too thin.  Would like to see fewer better events, we get caught up 
in trying to "fill the calendar", if we don't have a good event for a given month I don't think we should 
worry about it. 

 No two campouts are alike. As a tribe we discuss all aspects of our outings, and make suggestions as a 
group. Then our chief speaks for all of us. We can see by the results our talks help. 

 Neutral to me, but I could see how some families might not be able to afford some of the events that we 
have, especially in these tougher economic times. 

 Some of the events may be a bit more expensive than things I'd do otherwise, but it is preorganized and I 
know that my kids will have friends to play with and all will have a good time. 

 The boy scouts & girl scouts go to Coco Key & Key Lime Cove water parks for the day for $12 - 16 pp.  It 
would be nice to do the same. 

 Somewhat high, we have only been able to go to only one camp out and that was cut short because of the 
weather.  It should have been called off sooner when it was known that there was very, dangerest 
rainstorm on the way in. And re-scheduled. 
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KICKAPOO SURVEY COMMENTS 

 I treasure these events and will start bringing my other son around this year as well. If scheduling permits 
we make all attempts to attend the events offered. 

 The overall variety of events is fine it would be nice to get more info on the events a bit earlier via emails 
perhaps. 

 Better started kits and instruction on what to do with patches, what color vests, are there any guides on 
projects similar to the scouts handbook? 

 They are a reasonable value. 

 The Indian Guides is the most expensive of all my son's activities.  However, they remember these activities 
the most. 

 The variety and organization of the events are fine. 

 The summer is so packed with activities it is just hard to fit more in. The summer ideas are always good 
ones and they sound like a great deal of fu, but it is nearly impossible to get them in schedule wise. 

 Love the Unknown Heroes event. We look forward to it every year. 

 The program is great, but the cost has gone up significantly.  The 2001 spring tent out was 10 dollars per 
tent.  The 2008 spring tent out was 40 bucks a head, translating to 160 bucks for my 3 boys and I.  
Ridiculous for a tent out.  We went to the Dells with the whole family instead of paying 240 bucks for the 
winter campout last year. 

 Discretionary income is disappearing.  Your members will disappear too if you don't lower your prices.  The 
program pricing is geared towards parents with one child.  You need to accommodate larger families, or 
they will leave the program. 

 The events are more costly than putting my kid through a whole season of a sport, but they are worth it. 

 I guess I would vote to rough it more and pay less. 

 In today's economy, it's getting tougher with so many other time constraints. 

 Costs are OK but seem to be rising sharply. 

 Winter Campouts and our per person event (sleepovers) can get costly to multiple kids families - it is not 
important to have food provided at winter campouts, we can feed ourselves, if it helps reduce the costs. 

 Some of the events can get expensive. The more expensive events are typically things that I wouldn't be 
able to do outside the program so I can't compare them. The expense is worth it though as a father/child 
bonding opportunity. I would us to use our resources as a large group to reduce some of the event costs. 

 I am already very active at the Nation level. I would be very interested in some Fed level events like a 
summer campout or an event similar to a Boy Scout Jamboree where different Federations could get 
together. 

 I don't usually pick events by price. Having 3 children in the program I try to make all the campouts. Then 
pick a few other events. Because of the cost I can't do them all. 

 No two campouts are alike. As a tribe we discuss all aspects of our outings, and make suggestions as a 
group. Then our chief speaks for all of us. We can see by the results our talks help. 

 Neutral to me, but I could see how some families might not be able to afford some of the events that we 
have, especially in these tougher economic times. 

 Some of the events may be a bit more expensive than things I'd do otherwise, but it is preorganized and I 
know that my kids will have friends to play with and all will have a good time. 

 The boy scouts & girl scouts go to Coco Key & Key Lime Cove water parks for the day for $12 - 16 pp.  It 
would be nice to do the same. 

 Somewhat high, we have only been able to go to only one camp out and that was cut short because of the 
weather.  It should have been called off sooner when it was known that there was very, dangerest 
rainstorm on the way in. And re-scheduled. 

 Break groups down more by age.  be more organized 

 Time with kids is priceless. 
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MIAMI SURVEY COMMENTS 

 Maybe add "How To" training sessions for the kids at campouts... for example- How to cook over camp-
fire, or things of nature, or building a shelter... 

 I think it is important to keep the cost down, particularly in this economy 

 I believe the support system of the tribes is broken and ability to recruit new members need improvement. 

 Very good.  Opportunity to share time with son rather than simply have them be involved in activities 

 The addition of the e-communication has been a great reminder.  Also electronic sign-up has been helpful 

 Some of the sleepovers at museums seem pricey, but most campouts where we tent out and cook are very 
reasonable.  I am less interested in the Yogi Bear type campgrounds.  We prefer more rustic camping. 

 My son and I are happy with the program.  My daughter and I are in the Y-Adventure Guide program, 
which often conflicts with the Algonquin Longhouse program.  I wish there was a way to make it to all of 
the events for both programs, but I understand that it's impossible to coordinate with other programs. 

 I think they are fairly priced.  However, I have noticed that scout events tend to be less expensive, probably 
due to better volume rates. 

 I don't know what the events are, so I am unable to articulate how interested I am in them by name alone 

 The annual dues come after summer when a lot is going on with families. What about offering an end of 
season registration at a discount. The Fed gets the $ and commitment early. Also, rather than officer 
discounts for some events during the year, what about cutting the registration fee to 50% for nation 
officers and tribal chiefs? 

 Excellent value.  The nation does a great job of negotiating group rates to make the cost affordable for the 
quality of the events. 

 Keep up the good work.  We love the variety of programs offered from campouts to wolves games to 
Unknown Heroes. 

 It's a good program and a good use of resources 

 More frequent, smaller events. It is hard to have a "community" when get-togethers are so infrequent. 

 Good use. 

 Some of the events may be a bit more expensive than things I'd do otherwise, but it is preorganized and I 
know that my kids will have friends to play with and all will have a good time. 

 The boy scouts & girl scouts go to Coco Key & Key Lime Cove water parks for the day for $12 - 16 pp.  It 
would be nice to do the same. 

 By far we get better rates 

 I do my best for suggestions all the time 

 Summer events would be great - not aware of any. 
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Indian Princess Members 
 

CHICKASAW SURVEY COMMENTS 

 Not very favorably.  After paying the registration fees, campout fees, additional food costs because 
campout food sucks, I can probably go to a place of my own choosing with the entire family for a weekend 
for less.  What binds ALH together is spending time with old friends for a while.  Perhaps negotiate fees for 
campouts without food included. 

 Need fresh places for campouts 

 Good balance of event and cost for me.  If it cost more, I might not be as interested, but it is hard to beat 
the bang for the buck daddy-daughter time with exciting adventures for an elementary school aged child. 

 The food offered at some of the locations is awful; is there any way we can either have them catered by 
outside source or the tribes or nation use the money that would have gone to the campgrounds for food to 
provide it. 

 Vary the campout locations so participants do not get bored after they have been in the program for many 
years; 

 Like everyone money is tight, so to be able to offset costs by fundraising or sponsorship is somewhat 
important. 

 More activities during campouts, like arts and crafts, outside games etc. 

 I have no problems with costs of Indian Princess Programs. 

 I would like to see more events revolving around the 6th aim (nature conservation, and perhaps Indian 
lore.  Actually, I am willing to play a role in this. 

 It's always money well spent.  However, in the case of Camp Algonquin (and other camps with putrid food), 
we would like to be able to be self-sufficient with the food and not pay for food that we are definitely NOT 
going to eat.  Now THAT'S a waste of money! 

 Change camping venues more often. I have been in program four years and it is beginning to feel a little 
redundant. 

 The camping sites need to be varied.  It's been a very long time since we've been to Phantom Lake and 
Minikani.  My daughters do not care how long a drive it is as they love the camp sites we've been to in 
Wisconsin.  I feel sorry for the new members who've never had the opportunity such as we have.  They 
may be getting bored.  PLEASE change camps! 

 Compared to travel soccer the cost of this program is much less. 

 Events are good 

 Better started kits and instruction on what to do with patches, what color vests, are there any guides on 
projects similar to the scouts handbook? 

 Discretionary income is disappearing.  Your members will disappear too if you don't lower your prices.  The 
program pricing is geared towards parents with one child.  You need to accommodate larger families, or 
they will leave the program. 

 In today's economy, it's getting tougher with so many other time constraints. 

 
HURON SURVEY COMMENTS 

 Unfortunately we cannot seem to improve enrollment due to too many commitments-saturation of sports 
teams, events... 

 Compares favorably only suggestion is to continue to offer the program as long as possible. 

 Need increased planning and scheduling of events 

 With the economy, I know some members having trouble with the costs of campouts and events. 
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CROIX SURVEY COMMENTS 

 I enjoy being with the other fathers and daughters in our group and love doing these different activities. 

 We can help some of the other groups in our nation recruit to grow. 

 Time with my children is a priority, so I am willing to commit resources to the program. I believe we get a 
fair value. Having a daughter and a son in the program can be a financial challenge (especially around 
campout time). 

 Have a confirmation email sent upon registering for the program or events. 
Continue to work to find the best possible ways to communicate with all program participants.  The 
website is good, this survey is nice, and emails are helpful. 

 As a nation and federation, we MUST do better and be more sensitive to the event costs. Our winter 
campout this year is $63 per person and $16 more for Fri night. That is RIDICULOUS! Of course, we were 
coming no matter what as the winter campout is the #1 event but I bet others can't afford it and we won't 
be able to attend due to the cost. 

 I really think some of the dads are getting lazy as participation in Pinewood Derby has really dropped off. 
First, this is a staple of the program and second, this is THE BEST event to spend serious time one-on-one 
with your child. My daughter is very disappointed there is no pinewood this year for the Croix. 

 The "regular" schedule works pretty well for me but the summer is tougher with coaching baseball and 
softball 

 They’re fine.  It’s not about cash. It’s about time with my girls. 

 No two campouts are alike. As a tribe we discuss all aspects of our outings, and make suggestions as a 
group. Then our chief speaks for all of us. We can see by the results our talks help. 

 As a dad with two kids in the program it can get pricey when the campouts are scheduled very close 
together. Also this year in particular it seems that I am having issues events either on the same weekend or 
back to back weekends or the same event for both nations. I hope that this is only a one year thing for that 
to happen. 

 I think that an event that could be interesting would be a bicycle rally, ride in one of the local preserves or 
on the palatine bike path. We could do it as a fund raiser and have some sort of picnic/carnival for 
everyone who participates. It also could be used as recruiting. 

 
MOHICAN SURVEY COMMENTS 

 Good deal since I don't have to organize my own campouts 

 It is a comparative bargain. While $75.00 pp for a campout may seem expensive, I filled up my Ford Taurus 
for about the same amount when gas was $4.25 a gallon. I end up broke at the end of the month 
regardless, but spend time with my Child. 

 I like the idea of getting ALL Princess /Guides Nations to Museum on their allotted dates. If the Fed lays 
down the down payment, participation would be easier as the burden would be off the Nation. 

 good value 

 need to know more new member 

 I'm a bit surprised that the events cost as much as they do.  A fun 1 night campout cost $225 for my kids 
and I.  Fun?  Absolutely.  Worth it.  Positively.  A little pricey?  Yes. 

 Somewhat expensive but the time spent with my little one makes it all worth it. 

 The overall variety of events is fine it would be nice to get more info on the events a bit earlier via emails 
perhaps. 

 The Indian Guides is the most expensive of all my son's activities.  However, they remember these activities 
the most. 
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PRAIRIE SURVEY COMMENTS 

 Fair. 

 This is definitely expensive for us compared to other kid type activities.  Over the course of a year, we will 
spend $500-$600.  But considering that lodging and meals are included, it remains a good value. 

 Since time is so limited, I prefer that we don't use it for fund raising.  I went through that with the cub 
scouts.  The number one objective for me in this program is to maximize relationship building time with my 
daughter doing activities that are fun for both of us.  Fund raising efforts would detract from this. 

 Our tribe plan is for me to assume the role of tribal chief next year, so I know that I will begin to attend the 
longhouse meetings at that time.  I'm not necessarily interested this, but I recognize it as key planning tool 
for the organization - part of the job. 

 So far most events seem reasonably priced. 

 More information supplied at the time of sign up, including itineraries and times.  For instance we were 
given very little information about the winter camp out until a day to two prior to the event.  Just for 
planning purposes it would be nice to have all of the information at the time of sign up. 

 It really depends on the event and whether or not we are available at the time. 

 Overall very satisfied. Price seems about right. 

 Very comparable. 

 The events offered are an excellent value. The friends a relationships are priceless. 

 You can't put a financial value on the time you spend w / your children. 

 I treasure these events and will start bringing my other son around this year as well. If scheduling permits 
we make all attempts to attend the events offered. 

 The summer is so packed with activities it is just hard to fit more in. The summer ideas are always good 
ones and they sound like a great deal of fu, but it is nearly impossible to get them in schedule wise.  

 Love the Unknown Heroes event. We look forward to it every year. 

 So far I am satisfied with the events. 

 The Indian Guides is the most expensive of all my son's activities.  However, they remember these activities 
the most. 

 I am already very active at the Nation level. I would be very interested in some Fed level events like a 
summer campout or an event similar to a Boy Scout Jamboree where different Federations could get 
together. 

 I don't usually pick events by price. Having 3 children in the program I try to make all the campouts. Then 
pick a few other events. Because of the cost I can't do them all. 

 No two campouts are alike. As a tribe we discuss all aspects of our outings, and make suggestions as a 
group. Then our chief speaks for all of us. We can see by the results our talks help. 

 I think that an event that could be interesting would be a bicycle rally, ride in one of the local preserves or 
on the palatine bike path. We could do it as a fund raiser and have some sort of picnic/carnival for 
everyone who participates. It also could be used as recruiting. 

 


