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Mattye and Ollie Sisk Memorial Scholarship 

Their Story 

 

Mattye Sutherland Sisk Pennington was born in Holliday, Texas in 1922. She grew up in Archer 
city, one of twelve children during the Great Depression. Her mother, who had a 6th grade 
education as the daughter of a sharecropper, had the foresight to have her children start saving 
for college with postal saving stamps. Seven of the twelve went to major colleges, which was 
unheard of during those times. So Mattye grew up with education as an important family value. 
When Mattye was fourteen, her mother was excited to tell her that she found her a job at the 
Archer City Hospital. She would live there and be the nurse for the doctor that served the 
hospital. Mattye was upset about this arrangement, but she kept this job throughout high school 
while she was age 14-18. Mattye was occasionally given an afternoon off and would walk over 
two miles to see her family that lived on the edge of town. She lettered in volleyball and also 
made stellar grades, graduating second in her class.   

After graduating from Archer City High in 1939, Mattye went for two years to Arlington College, 
now known as University of Texas Arlington). Mattye took the civil service test and went to 
Washington D.C. to work for the U.S. government and use her excellent typing skills. She fondly 
remembered working with Nelson Rockefeller and seeing Franklin D. Roosevelt’s motorcade 
drive by her office window.  On weekends she loved to go to the Smithsonian Institute museums 
to learn about the world.  

On a trip to see her brother, she met Ollie K. Sisk of Sunset, Texas.  They married in Florida 
and moved to Alvord in 1947.  They had five children that all attended Alvord schools: Kaye, 
Linda, Sandra, Bill, and Sue.  Learning was important in the Sisk household. Ollie had the kids 
look up everything in the World Book Encyclopedia to learn about everything from history to 
science. Mattye was an incredible seamstress and made all of the girl’s clothes. They could see 
a picture of a dress or outfit they wanted and show it to her and she would cut a pattern out of 
newspaper for it and make it. She tied strings and made a regulation size volleyball net for the 
kids to have something fun to do.  

Her priorities:  God, family, friends, EDUCATION, and good character! High expectations were a 
given, never stated. 

After Ollie passed away in 1977. Mattye moved to Wichita Falls to work as a dorm director for 
Midwestern University and began taking classes there. Just before she completed her degree, 
she married Damon Pennington, also of Alvord. Mattye graduated from Midwestern State 
University with an Elementary Education degree at the age of 58 and began teaching second 
grade at Alvord Elementary School.  She diligently worked with her students on their reading 
skills, and then encouraged them throughout their years in Alvord schools.  
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Ollie Kingsley Sisk was born in November of 1915 in Sunset, Texas. He attended Nickleville, a 
one room schoolhouse outside of Alvord. He remembered carrying his lunch to school in a lard 
bucket. He graduated from Sunset High School, then enrolled in the CCC, which was the 
Civilian Conservation Corp, and loved to talk about the places he had gone to as a young man 
to work. Then he enrolled in the United States Army Air Corp and earned the rank of captain. 
Soon after he and Mattye married and moved to Alvord. Ollie and his brother Edgar built a 
house for his parents next door to the house he built for Mattye and himself.  He and Mattye 
started a television repair business. Ollie also began working in Fort Worth at Convair Airplane 
Factory. He also began working at Clower grocery as a butcher. Ollie and Mattye built a 
swimming pool in their backyard out of sandstone and cement so the kids could learn to swim. It 
was one of the very few swimming pools in Alvord in the 1960’s. The Sisks bought the Alvord 
Drugstore in 1966, which Ollie loved because of his outgoing nature he enjoyed talking to the 
customers. Ollie was on the Alvord School Board and was also a deacon at First Baptist Church 
of Alvord. He then became Alvord mayor and his priority as mayor became insuring that Alvord 
had a certified landfill site instead of a city dump. Several years later his sister Christine Clower 
was also Alvord mayor. 

Ollie and Mattye didn’t let not having enough money stop them from any idea or dream. If 
possible, they would give it a try and go for it.  

In 1977 Ollie passed away unexpectedly from cancer. The wonderful people of Alvord held a 
benefit rodeo for Mattye, something the Sisk family has never forgotten. 

Mattye Sutherland Sisk Pennington passed away in November of 2002 at the age of 80. Her 
quiet but strong personality made her a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother, and a dear friend 
to many. She was an inspiration to many and sorely missed. 


