
I Am College of Business Scholarship Agreement 

Exhibit A – Legacy Statement  
 

Established in 2022, the “I Am” Scholarship in the College of Business annually supports an undergraduate 
student (regardless of major in the College of Business), who identifies to the University as black or African 
American, has a GPA of 3.0 or greater, and demonstrates a financial need.  

Chantel Akerele graduated from UNC in 2005 with a Bachelor of Science in Accounting. In the spirit of paying it 
forward to future generations of UNC students, below is a note from Chantel about the scholarship:  
 
I would like to dedicate the I AM scholarship to my daughter Christian, my son Jordan and most importantly 
God, the one who is making this scholarship possible. Additionally, I dedicate this scholarship to each 
recipient that receives it.   
 
The name I AM in this scholarship represents two very important things:   
 
It represents my belief that God is the source and provider of everything we will ever need (Philippians chapter 
4 v 19). Thus, I AM the supplier of all your needs. 
   
It also represents each scholarship’s recipient’s personal affirmation(s) to themselves.   
I AM enough, I AM going to finish, I AM successful, I AM…. whatever statement that resonates personally 
within you that keeps you going and moving towards your goal to graduate despite what you experience, or 
any doubts that creep up along your journey. 
 
My hope is that this scholarship can provide hope and encouragement to those that may be experiencing or 
encountering any financial hardship while on their journey to attaining a higher education. As a former first-
generation, low-income student that walked these very same halls, I understand how distracting, stressful and 
debilitating a financial hardship can be while trying to focus on school, grades and graduating. Though this 
scholarship is not an immense amount of money to pay off your college expenses in its entirety, we find that 
every little bit counts and helps.  
 
This is a reminder to believe in yourself and whatever higher power that you may serve (if applicable). 
 
With Love 
 
Chantel Akerele 
 
 


