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Barbara Jane Hyslop, an honors graduate of Greeley Colorado High School, class of 1959, entered the 

University of Northern Colorado (then Colorado State College) as a member of the newly inaugurated  

Honor's Program, then under the direction of Professor Eugene Koplitz. The first day of Honor's classes 

Barb was to meet and later wed fellow Program member, Paul Heidger. Their devotion to excellence in 

their respective academic disciplines (Barbara in international relations, and Paul in cellular biology) led 

them to accomplished paths of service to their professions, their students, and especially for Barbara, to 

members  of the  international community. 

 

Barbara excelled academically within the Honor's Program,  with  major concentration  in Political Science, 

and contributed her boundless energy and leadership abilities within campus organizations devoted to 

welcoming, encouraging, and learning from members of the College's international student body. Her 

efforts in fostering international understanding were recognized and further fostered in her junior year by 

being  named  a Summer Intern  at the U.S. Department  of State, Washington,  D.C., and upon  graduation 

with distinction, admission to Columbia University's Graduate Program  in  International  Law and  

Government  as a Columbia  Presidential  Graduate Fellow. 

 

Near the completion  of her Master's  coursework,  Barbara  sought out opportunities  to experience  living 

and serving abroad. She was invited to join Columbia's Teachers for East Africa (TEA) program, as her 

program  of study at CSC importantly  included  teacher certification  in secondary  school  social  studies, 

and she accepted a two-year  appointment  at a leading residential  boy's  secondary  school  in Kericho, 

Kenya. There she taught world history with distinction and took every opportunity to accept invitations 

from her students to visit their homes and villages during holidays and to travel extensively within  East 

Africa and beyond with fellow TEA participants. Kenya, in 1964, was emerging from British colonial 

rule, and provided  Barbara a wealth  of opportunities  to interview political  candidates  personally  when 

they campaigned at her school, and to gather primary source materials for completion on her return to the 

States of her definitive  Master's thesis   on the emergence  of political  parties  in a developing  nation   state. 

 
Also upon her return from Africa, Barb and Paul were married (by her father, pastor of the First 

Congregational Church) following their four-year, long-distance courtship since their graduations in 1963 

from CSC! Their professional lives were enriched by  academic opportunities  afforded at Harvard,  in  

Boston; Tulane, in New Orleans; and most recently, the University of Iowa, in Iowa City. Each location 

provided  Barbara  opportunities  to grow,  mature,  and to continue  fostering  understanding between 

disparate communities: In Boston, teaching high school history and government in an  academically 

stimulating  suburban  high  school; in New  Orleans, both  teaching and  organizing  and resourcing federally 



 

funded elementary school libraries in disadvantaged neighborhoods; and in Iowa City, establishing and 

teaching in the district's secondary Engl ish as a Second Language program, while sponsoring and 

enhancing the district's and state's Model UN Program,  all while  assuming a leadership  role  in  Iowa 

City's and  her  church's efforts to  welcome  and  resettle  refugee  families from  Southeast Asia. 

 
Barbara's commitment to her Christian faith was a strong guiding force in all that she aspired to do  in  her 

life. She served in many capacities of church service and outreach as a member and Elder of St. Andrew 

Presbyterian  Church,  Iowa City, and with  Paul, as a member  of Metropolitan  Ministries  outreach 

programs to disadvantaged youth in inner-city New Orleans. Barbara was a devoted wife and mother of 

daughters Julie and Lisa, both of whom  have  followed  her guiding  life principles  in their  own 

professional  endeavors  in  education  (Julie) and the fine arts (Lisa). 

 
Barbara prioritized time to indulge her avid devotion to gardening, winning accolades for her prize 

winning roses in New Orleans, and her veggies and hostas in Iowa City, hosting near the end of her 

valiant struggle against cancer a busload tour of National Hosta Society members of her expansive, self 

designed hosta garden. Her family, students, colleagues, and many friends from around the world were 

saddened  by her premature  death  in  1994, at the height of her personal  and professional  life. 

 

It is sincerely  hoped  that this scholarship  bearing Barbara's  name, together  with  knowledge  of her life 

story and accomplishments in education, in promotion of global awareness and peace, and in self-giving 

service to others may assist similarly inspired young women and men at UNC to reach their  life goals  and 

full potential. 

 


