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an Libera dedicated his life to educating others about the care and prevention of athletic 
injuries. Dan established the Athletic Training Curriculum at the University of Northern 
Colorado. He insisted the program receive national accreditation. His dedication to students 
required that they too would not only meet national standards but exceed them. Dan's 

expertise was sharing tactile skills with theory that was applied to the actual care of the athletes. Dan's 
program required that students maintain the highest standards. Graduating trainers possessed excellent 
technical skills, sound professional judgment and a strong work ethic. Students completing the program 
were sought for their expertise. Dan was a master at training the trainers.  
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Professionally, Dan was member of the National Athletic Trainers Association, Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Trainers Association, Colorado Athletic Trainers Association, American College of Sports 
Medicine and the Board of Certification of the National Athletic Trainers Association. He was inducted 
into the National Athletic Trainers Association Hall of Fame, the Rocky Mountain Athletic Trainers 
Association Hall of Fame, and the University of Northern Colorado Hall of Fame. He served on the 
U.S. Olympic training committee, and in 1985 he accompanied the U.S.A. Olympic basketball team to 
Kobe, Japan, as head athletic trainer. The training room at the University of Northern Colorado is 
dedicated in his name to honor his leadership.  
 
His family (wife, Patricia and daughters, Amy and Carrie) and his students were the center of his life. 
He died after a courageous battle with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, better known as Lou Gehrig's 
Disease. Understanding full well the challenges he faced in his final days, Dan faced them with 
strength and dignity. He continued to educate his students as long as possible. This scholarship honors 
the Dan Libera legacy: his dedication to students, excellence and courage.  
 
 

 
The Dan Libera Memorial Scholarship is awarded to 
students in their fourth semester of the Athletic Training 
Program in the College of Health and Human Sciences. 
 
The University of Northern Colorado Foundation is pleased 
to recognize the generosity of Patricia Libera, his loving 
wife, who provided the gifts to create this permanent fund to 
perpetuate excellence in the College of Health and Human 
Sciences. 

 




