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I n February of 1976, President Dean Cummins of the Greeley Rotary Club began the process
of establishing the "Rotary Club of West Greeley". The first organizational meeting was held
on April 29, 1976 and the charter was obtained on May 8, 1976, with 34 charter members.
The name was changed in honor of Colorado’s 100th anniversary and the nation’s

bicentennial. The name change was made possible by the Greeley Rotary Club agreeing to share
its membership territory with the Centennial Club rather than defining a separate club territory.

Rotary District Governor Morris C. Jones of Laramie, Wyoming was the featured speaker at the
charter banquet held on June 24, 1976 at the UNC University Ballroom. Centennial Rotary has
two honorary members, George Acker, the first president and Dean Cummins.

Each year since its founding, Centennial Rotary has hosted a Rotary Youth Exchange Student.
Students have come to the US from Brazil, Ecuador, France, Germany and Australia and other
countries. Early in the club’s history it also sponsored Rotary Foundation Scholars who were
studying at UNC. They were from New Zealand, The Philippines, Ecuador and Fiji. It also
sponsored an outbound teacher who studied in Melbourne, Australia.

In the late 1980s the club participated in two Rotary Foundation Special Grant projects, providing
an electroencephalograph to Porto Viejo, Ecuador and a refrigerated blood centrifuge to the blood
bank in Chone, Ecuador and also aided in the purchase and delivery of a CAT scan machine to
Ecuador.

The club has also been active in the Group Study Exchange program sponsoring an outbound
team member and hosting inbound teams from Australia, Iceland, India, and Mexico. Rotarian
Tom Miller served as the team leader for the GSE team that spent four weeks in Australia. The
following year, GSE team member was sponsored on a visit to another District in Australia.

In 1998 when Rotarian John Guyette was District Governor, the club sponsored the Rotary Club
of Saratov, Russia. Today, support is continued at both the local and the District level. For
example, in 2000-2001, the club "adopted" an orphanage in a small village outside Saratov as an
ongoing international service project which it supports on a continuous basis with the Interact
Club of Saratov.
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The local community service projects began in August 1976 following the Big Thompson flood.
Since that time local service projects have included:

- Support of the development of Centennial Village.
- Transportation of a woman to San Francisco to learn to use her electronic machine design
for the visually handicapped.
- Transportation to Canon City so that troubled youth from Weld County could participate
in Project "Shape-Up" at the Colorado State Prison.
- Establishing Project "Smile" which provided dental care for senior citizens.
- Supporting junior achievement projects.
- Sending two students to the first Rotary Youth Leadership Conference held in Estes Park.
This has continued each year, and most recently, we provided scholarships for five
students to attend the Conference.
- Recognition of a "Senior Citizen of the Month".
- Recognition of a "Teacher of the Month" which continues today.
- Recognition of a "Student of the Month’ which leads to "Student of the Year" and a
$10,000 scholarship award.

In 2000 the club sponsored the first Interact Club for high school students. In the early 1990s, the
club was a major sponsor of Weld County’s Immunization Program for new babies. We also
participated in the funding of a neo-natal program for young mothers. The club was also a
sponsor of the Habitat for Humanity Golf Tournament.

In 1991 the organization started the "Centennial Shoot Out" Basketball Tournament for boys and
girls teams in 6th, 7th and 8th grades. Approximately 75-80 teams participate in the tournament
each year. This has become one of the major fund raisers and is one of the favorite tournaments
of the coaches and teams.

It established the Centennial Foundation to provide a vehicle for fund-raising and distribution.
Each member is expected to contribute to the "Baby Fund." The new mother or father contributes
$1.00 per pound when the new family member arrives. Grandparents usually contribute $2.00 per
pound.

Social events throughout the year add excitement and fellowship for club members. These include
the Annual Club Meeting, which for the past two years has been held in conjunction with the
Greeley Independence Stampede; the fall Rotary Reverse Raffle and Silent Auction, which
annually raises $10,000; a Children’s Christmas Party; and a Spouses Night held near Valentines
Day.

The Centennial Rotary Club Memorial Scholarship Fund is
awarded to Greeley, Colorado High School graduates.

The University of Northern Colorado Foundation is pleased to
recognize the generosity of The Centennial Rotary Foundation,
who provided the gifts to create this permanent fund.
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