
 

The Carlos and Alice (Aguayo) Leal Education 

Scholarship is awarded to Hispanic students enrolled in the 

Cumbres or other Teaching Program in the College of 

Education and Behavioral Sciences. 

 

The University of Northern Colorado Foundation is 

pleased to recognize the generosity of Carlos and Valerie 

Leal Whitehead and William Whitehead, who provided the 

gift to create this permanent fund to perpetuate excellence 

in the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences.   
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lice and Carolos Leal have proven that humble beginnings don’t mean diminished prospects for success. 

Raised near Julesburg in homes with dirt floors and no electricity or running water, they both had hard-

working immigrant parents who valued education and opportunities and had high expectations for their 

children. 

 

Both pursued careers in education and earned their degrees at UNC. Carlos received a bachelor’s degree in Foreign 

Language in 1964 and a master’s in College Student Personnel Administration in 1971. Alice completed a 

bachelor’s degree in Foreign Languages and Elementary Education in 1968 and a master’s in Curriculum and 

Instruction in 1976.  

 

A professor emeritus of Hispanic Studies, Carlos Leal taught at UNC from 1969 to 1998. He is cited as an important 

advocate for and the developer of UNC’s Mexican American Studies program, which he chaired for a decade, and 

later the Hispanic Studies Department. Leal also was active in bringing to the community many federal education 

programs and social projects, including Head Start, Upward Bound and the Vista Project. He spent a career on the 

front lines of bilingual education battles and reforms. He served on the Greeley-Evans School District 6 Board from 

1991-1995 and became the first Hispanic president in 1993.  

 

Alice Leal is noted for having instilled those family-inspired values of education and community involvement in her 

four children. After teaching in the small Colorado towns of Iliff, Ovid and Pierce, Alice Leal had a 21-year career 

in Greeley Schools, with jobs ranging from elementary teacher to administrator. She was the first Hispanic female 

principal in the district, holding that position at Billie Martinez Elementary School from 1984 until her retirement in 

1989. She returned to the classroom to teach Spanish to teachers and instruct intermediate Spanish at UNC. She also 

worked as a consultant on oral language development for schools through the Bureau of Indian Affairs and for Head 

Start programs in Colorado, Wyoming and Utah. Alice provided translation services for a number of community 

organizations, including Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church and North Colorado Medical Center. 

 

Both Carlos and Alice were recognized and celebrated as Honored Alumni by the UNC Alumni Association in 

2001, with Carlos receiving the Emeritus Award and Alice receiving the Inspiration to Youth Award. The children 

of Carlos and Alice established The Carlos and Alice (Aguayo) Leal Education Scholarship as a tribute to their 

parents’ long careers in the field of education and bilingual reform.  
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