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enlisted in the United States Army and served three years in that service. He received

B.A. and M.A. degrees from the University of Northern Colorado and a doctorate degree
from UCLA. As an undergraduate at UNC, George played both baseball and basketball. During
his early career, he was the head basketball coach at Pomona College for four years and head
basketball coach at the University of Northern Colorado for five years, winning four conference
championships and taking the UNC teams to three NCAA Regional Basketball Tournaments.

G eorge H. Sage was born in Rifle, Colorado, and grew up in Denver. After high school he

Liz (Aguerre) Sage was born in Rocky Ford, Colorado. She grew up on a sheep and cattle ranch
about 25 miles south of Rocky Ford. Both of her parents emigrated from the Basque Country in
southern France. Liz’s father began as a sheep herder in southern Colorado and her mother began
as a governess for a wealthy family in Los Angeles. Liz attended high school at Saint Scholastica
Academy in Canon City, Colorado. She received a B.A. degree from UNC, majoring in Foreign
Languages. She began her teaching career in Rocky Ford. After marrying George, she continued
teaching in Greeley, Colorado. Liz and George then lived seven years in California before
returning to Greeley. Liz then re-started her teaching career at Heath Junior High school, retiring
after 20 years at Heath.

After leaving coaching at UNC, George turned to a career of teaching, writing, and research in
sociology and psychology of sport and physical activity. He published more than 60 articles in
the professional literature, authored or co-authored 21 books (including multiple editions). He is
past president of the National Association for Kinesiology and Physical Education in Higher
Education and past president of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport; he holds
Fellowship status in the American Academy of Kinesiology. He was inducted into the National
Association for Sport & Physical Education Hall of Fame in 2006. At the University of Northern
Colorado George was selected for a UNC Distinguished Scholar Award, Lucile Harrison
Outstanding Teaching Award, and he was inducted into the UNC Athletic Hall of Fame, first as
an individual and second as a member of the 1955 baseball team.

At the annual UNC awards function for athletes, the UNC Athletic Department presents The
George Sage Scholar-Athlete award to the top senior male athlete.
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Since retiring as a teacher, Liz has been active in numerous community, educational, and
charitable organizations. One of the organizations she belongs to obtains the names of families
who are desperately poor, and would likely not have a Thanksgiving Day dinner. Liz, with other
members of her group, buys food — turkey, ham, potatoes, vegetables, desserts, drinks, and so
forth and presents them to the designated families just before Thanksgiving Day. For many years
Liz volunteered time, money, and transportation to Eldergarden. In recent years she has been a
volunteer for Senior Resource Services. She has done a variety of tasks, such as providing
transportation for seniors who cannot drive, organizing a writing contest for 3 grade students in
Greeley to write an essay titled “Why I Love My Grandparents.” A social is held at a Greeley
public park where the winners are announced and given a bicycle as a reward. Liz is an avid
bridge player and plays both social and duplicate bridge. She has also given bridge lessons, most
frequently to senior women who are looking for something mentally challenging and which
provides them a social outlet.

The George and Liz Sage Scholar-Athlete Scholarship was established by the Sages to provide
financial assistance to UNC baseball and men’s basketball athletes who are achieving good
grades and are in need of financial support to continue with their sport and achieve the goal of
graduation.

The George and Liz Sage Scholar-Athlete Scholarship is
awarded to student athletes participating in the sport of
baseball and men’s basketball at the University of Northern
Colorado.

The University of Northern Colorado Foundation is pleased
to recognize the generosity of George and Liz Sage, who
provided the gifts to create this permanent fund to
perpetuate excellence university athletics.




