
Student applications and Faculty: The following is the rubric that the Migration Studies scholarship committee 
will be using to rank the material presented in the Faculty Recommendation and Applicant Cover letters that 
are submitted. Please take the time to read the following and address, to the capacity that you can, this 
information in your written materials. As a reminder, "Migration Studies" includes the study of mechanisms of 
displacement (including – but not limited to –  socio-political conflict, economic or labor movements, climate 
or environmental change, mass atrocities, or small- and large-scale human trafficking), as well as the 
consequences of displacement (including – but not limited to – health, economic, political, social, cultural, and 
psychological consequences). We highly suggest student applicants share their cover letters with faculty from 
whom they have requested a recommendation prior to faculty members submitting their recommendations. 
Successful applications require Cover Letters and Faculty Recommendations score at least 10 points on each. 
 

 5 points 3 points 0 points 
Scholarly 
Capacity in 
Migration 
Studies 

Faculty / Student applicant provides specific 
details regarding student's scholarly (research) 
or creative activity (artistic) potential to apply 
Migration Studies concepts to their Major 
field(s). Examples may include (but are not 
limited to): 
- Details regarding class-based or 

independent study research projects  
- Service-Learning projects or Internships 

with a research component 
- Volunteer / External Service activities with 

a research component 
- Creative Activities including projects 

completed in visual arts, dance, music, 
and/or theater studies. 

Faculty / Student applicant 
provides vague information 
regarding student's scholarly 
potential to apply Migration 
Studies concepts to their Major 
field(s). In this case, the major 
field may be mentioned, but no 
specific examples are mentioned. 
 

Faculty / Student 
applicant fails to 
mention scholarly 
potential and/or 
application to the 
student's Major field. 

Critical 
Thinking 
Relating to 
Migration 
Studies 

Faculty / Student application provides specific 
detail about how student has demonstrated 
developed critical thinking skills regarding 
issues related to Migration Studies. Students 
may have demonstrated these through written, 
oral, or visual activities. Examples should 
include some information about how the 
student used a viewpoint, perspective, policy 
direction, or expression of artistic skills to 
examine issues related to Migration Studies. 
Evidence of demonstration may come from the 
classroom, student club or organization activity, 
external service activity, precepting meetings, 
or internship or Service-Learning project 
activity. 

Faculty / Student applicant 
provides vague information 
regarding demonstration of 
student's critical thinking skills in 
relation to Migration Studies 
concepts. Faculty and/or Student 
Applicant may have also only 
discussed future or potential 
critical thinking, rather than past 
demonstration. 

Faculty / Student 
applicant fails to 
demonstrate critical 
thinking skills in 
relation to Migration 
Studies. 

Professional 
Potential in 
Migration 
Studies 

Faculty / Student applicant provides specific 
detail about how students are considering using 
Migration Studies concepts in their future 
professional work – all major fields and 
professions will be considered (students should 
not feel limited to "traditional" migration or 
immigration-based professions). Faculty and 
Student applicants might also detail how a 
minor in Migration Studies will help other short- 
and long-term professional development plans 
– for example, in applying for internships, 
future schooling, or specific sets of jobs. 

Faculty / Student applicant 
provides only vague detail about 
how they believe the applicant has 
thought about application of 
Migration Studies concepts to 
their professional goals. 

Faculty / Student 
applicant fails to 
discuss how student 
applicant plans to apply 
the Migration Studies 
minor to short- and 
long-term professional 
goals. 

 


