
Stempel Research Scholarship 2021-2022 Projects

Name of project:
Project Investigator 
Name: Contact: Email Contact: Phone

School or 
department 
affiliated with: Project location: Topic/Research Area: Desired qualifications: Duties/Responsibilities:

Baby Feed Cristina Palacios cristina.palacios@fiu.edu 305-348-3235 Dietetics & Nutrition
Dietetics, online and 
at Borinquen Prevention of infant obesity

student of dietetics and 
nutrition
bilingual

help in the recruitment of 
participants
help in data collection
help in data analysis

Effect of Soluble Corn Fiber 
supplementation for 1 year 
on bone metabolism in 
adolescents MetA-Bone Trial 
(R01-NIH) Cristina Palacios cristina.palacios@fiu.edu 305-348-3235 Dietetics & Nutrition

AHC5-100 and/or 
AHC1-430

This is a randomized clinical trial of soluble corn fiber 
supplementation among 240 adolescents for 12 
months compared to placebo (maltodextrin). Our aim 
is to determine the effect of one-year SCF 
supplementation compared to placebo on bone mass, 
bone biomarkers and fecal microbiome in growing 
adolescents consuming low habitual calcium intake. Any

Students will help with the 
recruitment efforts, the study 
assessment visits, assist with 
organization of dietary 
supplements for each participant, 
help assess compliance and 
retention of the intervention, help 
organize forms for data entry, help 
in conducting data entry 
procedures and help with any 
other task necessary to conduct 
the study.

Cohort Studies in HIV/AIDS 
and COVID-19 Marianna Baum, PhD, MS baumm@fiu.edu Dietetics & Nutrition

The clinic or the Lab or 
analyze data

The grants follow people who are HIV infected, and 
hepatitis C coinfected for the progression of disease 
and effects on cognition, liver disease, heart disease, 
renal disease in comparison to uninfected people. 
Effects of food insecurity, food quality, alcohol and 
drug abuse, treatment access and medications on 
these variables is also collected and analyzed. 
Attitudes and acceptance of COVID-19 infection and 
vaccines as well as testing for COVID-19 is also 
explored.

Bachelor's or Masters 
degree. Working on 
Masters degree or on PhD 
degree.

1) In the clinic interviews are given 
on sociodemographic, medical 
history, quality of life, cognition, 
depression, diet and food 
insecurity and entered into a 
database. 2) In the laboratory, 
processing blood (spinning blood 
tubes, dividing plasma/serum from 
white and red blood cells, storing 
the specimens and entering them 
into an inventory in the database) 
from participants who came to 
their appointments that day in the 
clinic. Running assays (after 
training) for oxidative stress, 
inflammation, etc. 3) Data analyses 
and publication writing with help 
from faculty.
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A Mind-Body Intervention 
for Older People Living with 
HIV Gladys Ibanez gibanez@fiu.edu 305-348-4920

Public Health: 
Epidemiology

Research office at 
Borinquen Medical 
Center (Midtown 
area)

This is a NIH-funded 3 year research project to 
develop and pilot test an intervention that targets 
older people living with HIV. The project will conduct a 
mind-body intervention (qigong/tai chi) group, and 
two control conditions (a sham qigong group and a 
standard of care group). The aim of the study is to 
show that a mind-body intervention is acceptable and 
feasible to conduct for people living with HIV; and the 
second aim is to determine whether a mind-body 
intervention can reduce the physical and psychological 
symptoms that older people living with HIV 
experience.

Good communication skills 
and good interpersonal 
skills. Previous interviewing 
experience desirable but 
not required. Bilingual 
(Eng/Spa) preferred.

Students will assist the study 
research coordinator by doing the 
following:
1. interviewing study participants 
(training will be provided)
2. Screening and enrolling 
participants into the study
3. Making weekly phone calls and 
contacting study participants.
4. Help in setting up and preparing 
for weekly group sessions with 
participants.

Southern HV and Alcohol 
Research Consortium 
(SHARC) Gladys Ibanez gibanez@fiu.edu 305-348-4920

Public Health: 
Epidemiology

The Southern HV and Alcohol Research Consortium 
(SHARC) at FIU is a research team comprised of 
several faculty members at the RSCPHSW. SHARC at 
FIU conducts research focused on how to improve 
health outcomes and reduce HIV transmission among 
the diverse range of populations affected by alcohol, 
drug use, and HIV infection in Florida, and especially in 
South Florida. Currently, there is a position available 
for a student research assistant to be part of the 
SHARC team.

Student should have a 
Bachelor’s degree in public 
health or a related 
discipline, and have reliable 
transportation. Bilingual is 
preferred (English/Spanish).

The research assistant will work on 
the Florida Cohort Study, which 
will be collecting bio-psychosocial 
data from people living with HIV. 
The research assistant will be 
trained in screening and 
interviewing participants, and will 
also participate in all research 
team meetings. 

COVID-19 among people 
living with HIV Mary Jo Trepka trepkam@fiu.edu  305-348-7186

Public Health: 
Epidemiology

Remotely or in AHC 5 
Epi 

The goal of this project is to assess the compare the 
level of risk of COVID-19 infection and its outcomes 
among people with HIV compared to people without 
HIV infection. 

Ability to do literature 
reviews, proficiency with 
Word, Excel, and 
Powerpoint 
Ability to use SAS

1) Conduct literature reviews
2) Prepare tables and figures with 
Excel and Powerpoint
3) Conduct descriptive analyses 
with SAS

Association between 
mobility and environmental 
factor and COVID-19 
incidence/mortality in the 
United States Nan Hu nhu@fiu.edu

Public Health:  
Biostatistics FIU-MMC

Topic: Association between mobility and 
environmental factor and COVID-19 
incidence/mortality in the United States. 
Research Areas: Public Health, Epidemiology, and 
Biostatistics

Research experience in 
Public Health, basic 
analytical skills, and the 
ability to conduct a 
literature search

Conduct a literature search; write a 
research plan and an analysis plan; 
perform some statistical analysis, 
help prepare manuscripts, and 
attend the group discussions.  

A Meta Analysis of Factors 
for the Severity of COPD Nan Hu nhu@fiu.edu

Public Health:  
Biostatistics FIU

A meta-Analysis of Factors for the Severity of COPD
Research Area: Biostatistics, Pumalnology, Meta-
analysis

Ability to conduct a 
literature search; ability to 
use meta-analysis software 
RevMan; ability to perform 
basic statistical analysis; 
background in clinical 
studies in a plus  

1. Conduct literature reviews
2. Use RevMan to perform the 
meta-analysis 
3. Help prepare manuscript - 
writing

COVID19 impacts on 
neurological and 
neurosensory functions 
among Parkinsonian patients Roberto G Lucchini rlucchin@fiu.edu

(646) 357-2014 
active on WhatsApp 

Public Health: 
Environmental 
Health Sciences

FlU Stempel College 
and Brescia, Italy, 
where the cohort is 
located

This projects aims to assess the potential impact of 
COVD19 pandemic on neurological and neurosensory 
function among Parkinsonian cases and controls. 
These subjects reside in the province of Brescia, Italy, 
with historical high exposure to neurotoxic metals 
including manganese and lead. In the same area the 
COVD19 pandemic has reached the highest incidence 
and mortality rates of Europe. Here the latest 
publication on this cohort: 
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fneur.2
020.556337/full 

The student should have 
experience in field surveys 
and data management.

The candidate will help the local 
research time in contacting the 
study participants, preparing 
questionnaires and collecting 
responses as to finalize a grant 
application aimed to explore 
differences among subjects with 
and without infection or COVID19 
disease
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1) Optimizing Use of PrEP 
among Women of Color in S. 
Florida                                              
2) Impact of COVID-19 on 
communities of color JESSY G. DEVIEUX devieuxj@fiu.edu (954) 328-0673

Public Health: Health 
Promotion & 
Disease Prevention

Remotely and/or at 
community-based 
organization, if COVID-
19 pandemic allows 
face-to-face data 
collection

1)  HIV Prevention for at-risk women
2) Impact of COVID-19 on 

Prior experience (1-3 years) 
working with minority 
women in community 
settings
Interest in research with 
Health Disparities 
populations
Organized, detail-oriented, 
experience using REDCap 
desirable
Fluency in Spanish or 
Haitian Creole desirable

Contact research participants to 
set up appointments
Administration of sensitive survey 
instruments via interviews 
(remotely or face-to-face)
Assist in the coding and analysis of 
qualitative data
Assist in data analysis using SPSS 
and in the preparation of abstracts 
and posters for presentation at 
scientific meetings

Sleep Health and Cognition Shanna L. Burke sburke@fiu.edu 305-348-7462 Social Work AHC 5 Sleep, sleep literacy, cognition

An interest in the topic area
A desire to learn more 
about conducting research 
with community-based 
populations
A great attitude and 
openness to learning
Great interpersonal skills

Assisting participants with 
completing data collection 
instruments
Communication with and screening 
of participants 
Facilitating the participant 
experience by dropping off and 
picking up study materials in a 
contactless fashion and checking-in 
with participants during the study
Conducting literature searches 
Conference abstract and 
presentation preparation
Assisting Principal Investigator and 
other research assistants with 
recruitment, outreach, and 
technical assistance
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