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Each item will correspond to a single deliverable 
asset. What THAT means is you will end up with a 
single file or folder containing files that make up a 
digital asset (logo, website, etc.) Your job is to take 
on or delegate these items and utilize them in your 
day-to-day startup operations. Good luck!Design Checklist

Your identity guide defines the style of your 
brand. It includes colors, typography, and 
logo rules to be used across your branded 
content. This is the core of your company’s 
visual identity, condensed onto one page. 
Super nifty, it allows you to delegate 
design tasks and knowing that the end 
results will be consistent.

Again, draw inspiration from competitors 
and companies with the audience you 
want to reach. Are you a ritzy professional 
brand? Try a serif font and a dark color 
palette. Are you a fresh startup targeting 
millennials? Use bold colors and don’t be 
afraid to go big.
   My Process: Identity Design

   Color Emotion Guide

   Kuler: Adobe Color Wheel

Identity Guide

No new venture is complete without a 
website. Why? You need to get your idea 
in front of your target audience ASAP. 
Capture contact info. Take pre-orders. Tell 
them about your product. A single page 
can say a whole lot about your great idea 
and help you build your customer base.

Websites should be goal-oriented. Ask 
yourself, “what do I want a visitor to my 
website to do?” Lead your visitors towards 
this action. Make important, actionable 
content prominent. 
   5 Principles of Persuasive Web Design

   Anatomy of a Perfect Landing Page

   Product Landing Pages Gallery

Single-page website

Your logo is the face for your business. 
It’s your very first impression on your 
target audience and first impressions are 
important. Let’s make it a good one.

Look at the logos of competitors and 
companies targeting the same audience 
to see what style and direction has worked 
for your target market
   The 7-Step Paul Rand Logo Test

   A Designers Guide to Creating Logo Files

   Evolution of Popular Brand Logos

Logo

The Idea

Tips & Resources
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Most big, great ideas need appropriate 
funding to succeed. Investors are tough 
to sell to, but the right pitch deck makes 
a difference. This is where you explain 
your product, business, market, and 
plans to succeed. That’s a lot of info, but 
good design can keep it from becoming 
overwhelming. A well designed pitch deck 
grants you confidence and instills trust 
from investors. 

Limit each slide to the most important 
points of the presentation and visual aids. 
The pitch deck is a compliment to the pitch 
and should serve to amplify the message. 
Think about a good powerpoint. Do you 
enjoy a presentation where every word the 
presenter says is in the slideshow? No way.
   7 elements of a perfect sales pitch 

   Study on Pitch Decks Interactions

   The 9 Best Startup Pitch Decks

Pitch Deck Tips & Resources

With your killer pitch deck you will be 
able to explain your idea really well, but it 
needs to come alive to be successful. It’s 
absolutely necessary to think about how 
exactly your product solves your customer’s 
problem. A prototype can be put in your 
customer’s hands and facilitates valuable 
feedback that will improve your business.

Focus on your core feature set and 
define the problem you are solving. Like 
a website, your product should be goal-
oriented. Focus on solving your customer’s 
problem in the simplest way possible. It’s 
no easy task, but it will pay off.
   What is good design?

   7 Rules for Creating Gorgrous UIs

   Marvel: Free mobile & web prototyping

Prototype

You’re working on building business. 
This means networking and that means 
business cards. You’re in it for the long haul 
and you’ll need the collateral to prove it.

A business card is physical proof of your 
interaction with somebody. It should help 
them remember you. Focus on your name 
and contact details (offer no more than 
3). Don’t forget to follow all the rules from 
your identity guide!
   Secrets To A Great Business Card

   Designed Letterhead Is Essential

   Business Card Inspiration Gallery

Business Cards & Stationery

Fundraising
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T-shirts. Facebook or Twitter Ads. Maybe 
some employee on-boarding documents. 
The point is, you’re a business with many 
graphic design needs now and those 
needs range from medium and material.

These are flourishes and details that 
make their way onto swag, business 
advertisements, and communications. 
Follow your new nifty brand guide. Look  
up a company you love, walk into 
their store, visit their website. Design is 
everywhere.
   9 Secrets to Great Facebook Ad Design  

   Top Ad Campaigns of the 21st Century

   What is the best swag you’ve received?

Illustrations & Graphics

By now, you’ve learned the answers to 
all of your customer’s questions and you 
know the why behind your business. This 
information should be readily available 
on phones, desktops, and everywhere 
in between. If you don’t exist online, you 
might as well not exist at all!

Remember, every page should have a 
purpose and a call to action, make them 
clear. A successful website carries visitors 
effortlessly to what they’re looking for. 
Focus on making your navigation smooth 
and your content accessible and legible at 
all screen sizes.

   Why You Need a Website

   7 Things to Know About Accessibility

   10 Pages a Business Website Needs

Multi-paged website Tips & Resources

Post-funding

Aka your “Brand Bible.” This is the identity 
guide taken to the next level. It moves 
beyond color and typography to discuss 
specific imagery, design layout specifics 
and even the tone and voice of your brand. 
A cohesive, consistent brand. Welcome to 
the big leagues.

This is about painting a full picture of your 
brand. Your visual aesthetic should inform 
your written voice and vice-versa. Think of 
your company as a person. What does that 
person look like, how do they talk, how do 
they compose themselves. 
   Graphic Design Vocabulary

   How to Build a Brand Bible

   12 Great Design Style Guides

Brand Guide
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