



(Courtesy Barry McKnight.com, http://www.barrymcknight.com/scoresheets.html)

I’ve had a drive chart on my website for a long time and I try to evolve it each year. Here's what it looks like this year! I print it out on each side of an 8x11 cardstock sheet and use one sheet per game, two quarters per side.

   On the top one, which represents the first quarter, I'll fill out the team (usually the first letter of the team name), the time on the first-quarter clock when the drive starts, and the yard line. It'll look something like this: T/12:19/T21. That means Troy's got the ball to start their drive at 12:19 of the first quarter at their own 21 yard line. Then, in each successive block, I'll simply write down the yard line of the next play. For instance, if Troy runs for 13 yards on the first play, under "1" I'll write "34". I'll put an asterisk by a pass play, and I'll circle plays that result in a first down. The good thing about my system is that (1) if someone catches a pass at the 2 yard line, you can look immediately down at the yard line where the play started and immediately know how long the play was, without looking for the scoreboard and relying on too-slow (or too-fast) scoreboard operators who may have already changed the yard line, and (2), it's easy to look down and update the drive info. You can say on-air immediately, "Troy's set to run their 12th play of this possession, which began back on their own 21-yard-line, etc." If a penalty wipes out a play, you can put a slash through the play and re-enter the new yard-line, or erase the previous yard-line and re-enter the new one. I like the slash, because it keeps track of penalties on a drive...

   When a drive ends, you can enter how the drive ended on the right. I usually put "Punt- 43 yards", or "Int. - McKelvin 23 yards". On a scoring play, I'll put "TD: 23y Banks/Haugabook (kg) 12/76 3:56" meaning Banks caught a 23-yard TD pass from Haugabook, the PAT was good, the drive lasted 12 plays and went 76 yards (you can add the time on the clock when the score happened, but I rarely do) and took 3:56 off the first-quarter clock. You can do all the math yourself, without having to rely on someone else's notes. 

   If a drive has gone 6 plays and the first quarter ended, you can simply start marking the next play on the 1st "7" block on the 2nd-quarter grid and go from there.

   By the way, I also write on the bottom of my sheet "” as a reminder. It means "Y"= yardage on the play, "a"= starting yard line of the play" and "b" + ending yard line on the play. Here's where it helps: if you're calling a game where a back runs from his own 12 to his own 44, it's easy to know immediately it's a 32-yard run. But, if he runs from his own 27 to the opponent's 31, the above formula helps to do the math on the length of the run. Just add the two yard lines (27+31=58), subtract 58 from 100 (100-58=42), and you know that a run from his 27 to the opponent's 31 is a 42 yard run, and you can usually do it off the top of your head!
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Y=100-(a+b)









