
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
UNIVERSITY OF WEST FLORIDA BASEBALL  
 

WEST FLORIDA BASEBALL ANNOUNCES 2018 SCHEDULE  
The Argonauts will play a 50-game schedule, including 30 Gulf South games 

 
NOVEMBER 7, 2017 
 
PENSACOLA, Fla. –  The University of West Florida baseball team's 2018 schedule features a 
50-game slate, including 26 home games at Jim Spooner Field. West Florida will play a total of 20 
non-conference games in addition to its 30-game GSC schedule. 
 
West Florida opens the season on Feb. 2, 2018 at Florida Southern. The Argos and Mocs will 
conclude their series the following day with a doubleheader. UWF is 19-18 all-time against FSC. 
 
UWF begins its season with 11 non-conference games before beginning Gulf South Conference 
play. The Argos will host their first home games vs. another Sunshine State Conference foe in 
Rollins. The three-game series from Feb. 9 – Feb. 11. 
 
"I think as per every year, it's a good test out of the gate," UWF head coach Mike Jeffcoat said of 
the early season non-conference matchups. "We've got to be ready to play. It's going to be a great 
test with quality opponents." 
 
This season's other non-conference opponents include Spring Hill, Southern Indiana, North Georgia 
and Columbus State. UWF will host the Argo Invitational February 16-18, which will feature 
contests vs. Palm Beach Atlantic, Spring Hill and the University of Tampa, which checked into the 
final national poll of the 2017 season at No. 9 after going 39-14. 
 
GSC action begins at North Alabama February 24 when the Argos and Lions start a three-game 
series. UWF plays its first conference home series of the season starting March 3 vs. Union. That 
will be the first of three GSC series the Argos host in the month of March. 
 
UWF continues its conference schedule in April, traveling to Lee April 7-8 before returning home 
April 13-14 to host Auburn Montgomery. UWF will visit North Georgia April 17-18 in 
non-conference action. North Georgia enjoyed a stellar 2017 season, finishing No. 5 in the nation 
after going 46-12 overall. The Argos close the regular season with a home series vs. Valdosta State 
April 28-29. 
 
"We've got some great opponents and a very quality schedule," said Jeffcoat. "The schedule will 
play itself out in terms of whether our team is good enough to compete for a championship." 
 
West Florida will look to make its tenth consecutive GSC Tournament, which takes place from May 
5 – May 8 at the conference regular season champion's facility. After, UWF will hope to reach its 
fifth NCAA South Regional tournament in the last eight years. Four of the last seven NCAA 
Division II National Champions have come from the South Region. 
 
The NCAA Division II College World Series, which will take place at the USA Baseball National 
Training Complex in Cary, North Carolina, is scheduled for May 26 – June 2. 



 
"I like our depth. We feel like we have more depth and options if injuries do come up," Jeffcoat 
explained of this year's team, noting that it will be more equipped to overcome health-related 
setbacks than last year's squad, which suffered injuries to key players at pivotal moments in the 
season. 
 
"I always have high optimism, but I do feel this team is a much improved team from last year," he 
said. 
 
UWF is coming off a 28-23 season in which it won two of three games in the GSC Tournament 
after earning the No. 6 seed. 
 
To stay updated on the UWF baseball team, follow the team on Twitter @UWF_Baseball. For 
the latest information on University of West Florida athletics, follow the team on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram @GoArgos. For information on future games and to purchase tickets, 
visit goargos.com. 

 
#ARGOS# 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TEXAS AIRHOGS BASEBALL 
 

RAGIRA’S BLAST HELPS AIRHOGS TAKE DRAMATIC OPENER VS. WICHITA 
Late inning long ball aids Texas after solid start from Bremer 

 
JULY 18, 2017 
 

GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas –  The AirHogs moved to 7-2 against division opponents in the month 
of July by knocking off the South-leading Wichita Wingnuts 5-4 Tuesday at AirHogs Stadium. 
Brian Ragira launched a dramatic eighth inning blast to help the team to its sixth one-run victory of 
2017. 
 
Tyler Bremer got the start for the AirHogs and carved out 5 ⅓ innings of two-run ball. Bremer 
struck out five while walking four in a no-decision. He has now surrendered just five runs over his 
last 32 innings pitched. 
 
Trailing 1-0 going to the bottom of the 5th, the AirHog bats suddenly found life against Wichita 
starter Jordan Cooper. After mustering just 1 hit over the 1st 4 innings, Texas racked up five hits to 
score four times and take a three-run advantage. Trevor Sealey, Casio Grider, Levi Scott and Denis 
Phipps all picked up RBIs in the frame. 
 
Rob Tasin picked up for Bremer mid-way through the sixth. A run credited to Bremer scored with 
Tasin in the game before the relief man left Wingnuts on the corners to keep the lead at two.  
 
Jacob Morris fired a scoreless seventh before a two-RBI double by Martin Medina off Josh Blanco 
tied the game 4-4 in the eighth. The double was the first extra-base hit of the game to that point. 
Blanco struck out back-to-back batters to leave two in scoring position and keep the game level 
after being tagged for the runs.  
 
Ragira’s second blast of the season came in the next half-inning. With a 2-1 count, one out and no 
one aboard, he launched a no-doubter to left off Wichita righty Chad Nading to put the AirHogs 
back in front 5-4. Ragira now has a .314 average, two home runs and seven RBIs in the month of 
July. 
 
Luis De La Cruz finished off the evening with a 1-2-3 ninth that featured two strikeouts. The save 
was his 11th of the season. Blanco (2-1, 4.50 ERA) picked up the win while Nading (0-1, 20.26 
ERA), who exited the game with an injury shortly after surrendering the go-ahead homer, suffered 
the loss.  
 
The AirHogs (23-33) and the Wingnuts (38-18) battle again tomorrow at 7:05. LHP Billy Waltrip 
(0-3, 4.05 ERA) is expected to start for the AirHogs vs. RHP Tim Brown (1-0, 1.50 ERA) for 
Wichita. A live stream of the game will be available at mixlr.com/TXAirHogs and American 
Association Baseball TV. 
 



Tickets for the current homestand, running July 18-23 vs. Wichita and Sioux Falls, are 
available. Email info@texasairhogs.com for more information. For the latest information on 
the AirHogs, follow the team on Facebook and Twitter @TXAirHogs. 
 

#AIRHOGS# 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TEXAS AIRHOGS BASEBALL 
 

BREMER KEYS SHUTOUT VS. CENTRAL-LEADING SALTDOGS 
AirHogs have now won five of six on homestand 

 
JULY 5, 2017 
 
GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas –  The Texas AirHogs clinched their 2nd straight series and won for the 
5th time in 6 games Wednesday, downing the Lincoln Saltdogs behind a solid pitching performance 
by Tyler Bremer (3-4, 3.47 ERA). The team enjoys an off day tomorrow and begins a 3-game home 
set vs. Salina on Friday. 
 
Bremer threw six scoreless innings to earn his third win of the year. He allowed six hits and left six 
baserunners while striking out five and walking zero. Bremer has now thrown 20 innings vs. the 
Saltdogs this year and has allowed just one run. 
 
His performance was particularly impressive given the difficult weather conditions: lightning and 
thunder could be seen and heard in the distance throughout the game, and the teams played 
through steady rain in the middle innings. Late in the game, strong gusts up to 30 mph made made 
for less than optimal conditions. 
 
The AirHogs got to his counterpart Seth Webster (2-4, 3.63 ERA) for a pair of runs in the 2nd to 
build an early lead. Denis Phipps led off the frame with a solo home run to dead center on a 3-2 
offering from Webster. The home run was his fourth of the season. Ryan Wagner tripled later in the 
frame and came home on an RBI single by Michael Miller. 
 
Miller keyed the fifth with a double off Webster and came home later along with Beamer Weems on 
a two-RBI triple by Trevor Sealey to extend the lead to 4-0. 
 
That was enough for Bremer and relief men Billy Waltrip and Josh Blanco, who combined to throw 
three innings of scoreless ball to close out the fourth shutout of the year for the AirHogs staff. 
Waltrip struck out four over two innings, and Blanco added two strikeouts of his own in the ninth. 
 
Webster would finish with six hits and four earned runs allowed for the Central Division’s top team. 
Each team finished with six hits overall. The Saltdogs stranded nine runners, while the AirHogs left 
just one. The shutout was the first for the AirHogs’ staff since June 17 and was the second 
combined shutout Bremer has started this season. 
 
The AirHogs (16-30) will be off tomorrow and reset for a series with Salina (5-41) starting Friday at 
7:05. The AirHogs are 3-0 so far this season vs. the Stockade. A live broadcast will be available at 
mixlr.com/TXAirHogs and americanassociationbaseball.tv. 
 
Tickets for the series vs. Salina are available. Email  info@texasairhogs.com  for more details. 
For the latest information on the AirHogs, follow the team on Twitter and Facebook 
@TXAirHogs. 
 

#AIRHOGS# 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TEXAS AIRHOGS BASEBALL 
 

WEEMS DELIVERS IN EXTRAS TO POWER FIRST ROAD WIN OF 2017 
Bozeman picks up his first win of the season in comeback effort 

 
MAY 26, 2017 
 
GARY, Ind. –   The Texas AirHogs claimed their first road win of the season Friday night in Gary, 
downing the RailCats 4-2 in ten innings. TJ Bozeman (1-0, 0.00 ERA) picked up his first win of the 
year, and Beamer Weems finished with two clutch extra-frame RBIs to fuel the win. 
 
Carlos Contreras got the start for the AirHogs and held the RailCats in check over the first five 
innings. He allowed just one hit and one runner in scoring position from the first through the fifth. 
Ryne Willard and Jake Luce each reached with singles to start the third against Gary SouthShore 
lefty Jeff McKenzie. Willard would score on an RBI groundout by Trevor Sealey to make it an early 
1-0 AirHogs lead. 
  
The team struck again in the top of the sixth when Sealey reached with a McKenzie walk. A 
misplayed Denis Phipps fly to right field helped Sealey score to expand the lead to 2-0. The 
RailCats loaded the bases after Contreras walked three in the bottom of the sixth and tied the score 
at 2 after a fielder’s choice and an error with Josh Blanco on the mound. Alex Crosby had the lone 
RBI in the game for the RailCats. 
  
Pitching in the sixth, seventh, and eighth, Blanco did not allow Gary to take a lead before he passed 
the ball to Bozeman in the 9th. Bozeman again blanked the resurgent RailCats, setting the AirHogs 
up to take the lead in the tenth. 
 
With two outs in the top of the tenth, Alvaro Rondon, who reached on a fielder’s choice, stole 
second against Gary relief man Jack Fowler. He moved to third on an error before Sealey drew a 
walk. Weems then delivered the clutch hit of the season so far for the AirHogs, doubling to center 
to score both and make it 4-2. 
 
Luis De La Cruz notched the first two outs of the bottom half of the 10th with no problem. After a 
couple of walks and a successful double steal by the RailCats though, he found himself with the 
tying runs in scoring position. But the former Padres minor leaguer navigated through the trouble, 
stranding men on second and third by striking out Anthony Cheky to end the game and seal his 
2nd save. Fowler (0-1, 6.75 ERA) was credited with the loss. 
 
The AirHogs (4-4) have now won four of their last five contests. The team will take on the RailCats 
(4-4) again Saturday at US Steel Yard. RHP Scott Firth (1-0, 0.00 ERA) is expected to start vs. RHP 
Charle Rosario (0-1, 6.75 ERA) for the RailCats. A live broadcast of the action will be available at 
mixlr.com/TXAirHogs. 
 
Tickets for all 2017 AirHogs home games are available. Email  info@texasairhogs.com  for 
more details. For the latest information on the AirHogs, follow the team on Twitter and 
Facebook @TXAirHogs. 
 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
COAHOMA FOOTBALL 
 

ENGLISH LEADS TIGER OFFENSE INTO BATTLE VS. BULLDOGS 
Coahoma quarterback prepares for Holmes after impressive performance at Jones 

 
CLARKSDALE, Miss.  - Quarterback Rodney English makes his move. 
 
The 2nd-year Tiger QB chooses to keep on an option read late in the first quarter September 15th at 
Jones. Finding a hole in the Bobcats defense, he explodes through it before cutting back across the 
middle of the field in the secondary. 
 
"Before I snapped the ball, I'd seen that it might be the chance to take it to the house," the 
sophomore signal caller explained with a smile. "I kept it, made one miss, and got on down the 
field. The Georgia prospect — I really didn't know I was going to beat him out like that." 
 
The "Georgia prospect" is former UGA Bulldogs defensive back Jonathan Abram, whom English 
blows by to finish a superb 54-yard run. It is his second rush touchdown in the last two weeks. 
 
The 6-4 Mobile, Alabama native is an alum of John L. Leflore High. He was recruited heavily by 
Alcorn State and ultimately chose Coahoma to begin his collegiate career. As a freshman, English 
threw touchdown passes vs. Delta, Northeast, Holmes and eventual national champion Northwest.  
 
He showed flashes of being able to lead the team as the starting quarterback, a role he has earned 
under new head coach Steven Miller. 
 
"The new coaches we have this year — they're great," English said. "They work with you and they 
put more time in with you. And the players are all coming along as one." 
 
English noted that he is particularly close to offensive coordinator Moses Harper, whom he 
describes as a mentor both on and off the field. Harper in turn praises the growth he's seen from the 
quarterback as a leader.  
 
"At first, he was a lead-by-example guy," said Harper. "But then he started being more vocal. Guys 
start hearing him. They'll start playing for you. I'm very proud of him… If you're ever around me, 
and you see him, I always tell him, 'Rodney, go get your offense. Get your offense going.' He's put 
himself in the role to do that."  
 
Last week vs. Jones, the same contest in which he reeled off his collegiate career-long 54-yard TD 
run vs. the No. 13 Bobcats, English also eclipsed 100 yards in the air. 
 
After graduating, he plans to pursue a degree in business administration. He would like to continue 
his playing career at the NCAA level, and has eyed Louisiana Tech and the University of Central 
Florida as possible destinations. He considers Cam Newton his role model at the quarterback 
position. 
 



English and the Tigers battle Holmes tonight at James E. Miller Stadium. The contest will be the first 
in MACJC North play for CCC. English feels he and his teammates will be ready to open strong vs. 
the Bulldogs and looks forward to helping the offense truly break through.  
 
"If everybody is doing their assignment, we should come out with a W," he said. "The defense is 
great. Everybody on that side of the ball is doing their assignment… It's time for the offense to step 
up and put points on the board." 
 
A live broadcast of tonight's action starting with the Tiger Talk Pregame Show at 6:20 will be 
available on  coahomasports.com/watch  as well as 91.3 FM WCQC.  
 

#TIGERS# 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://coahomasports.com/watch


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
UNIVERSITY OF WEST FLORIDA VOLLEYBALL 

 
UWF VOLLEYBALL VOLUNTEERS AT RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 

UWF team performs community service in week leading up to conference tournament 

 
NOVEMBER 14, 2017 
 
PENSACOLA, Fla. –  UWF volleyball will host the GSC Tournament this weekend in the UWF 
Field House. The week of preparation has included more than just scouting reports and practice 
though. The team took time out of its busy schedule Monday for a day of service at the Ronald 
McDonald House of Northwest Florida. 
 
"We really enjoyed volunteering at the Ronald McDonald House and learning more about the 
organization," said head coach Melissa Wolter. "I have a special place in my heart for them because 
they take care of the families of children that are seriously ill or injured." 
 
Wolter noted that freshman Kingsley Erps has been particularly involved with the organization, 
volunteering with the Ronald McDonald House over the summer. The team's tasks during the trip 
included cleaning the house, helping to prepare meals and assisting residents in completing a daily 
list of chores.  
 
"This is a great time of the year to remind our players that there's more to life than just volleyball," 
said Wolter. 
 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Northwest Florida first opened its doors in Pensacola. 
According to its website, "it has served as a home-away-from-home and source of respite and 
resources for more than 20,000 adults and children." 
 
The University of West Florida actively encourages its coaches, players and teams to participate in 
community service projects in Northwest Florida. The university’s fifteen athletic programs have 
also been involved in community service projects with many other local institutions, including the 
Gulf Coast Kids’ House, Pensacola’s Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk and the Escambia County 
Animal Shelter.  
 
The University of West Florida supports student volunteers by identifying opportunities, facilitating 
placement with service opportunities and recognizing participation in community service. For 
information about service-learning opportunities related to an academic course, please refer to 
Career Services . 
 
The Argos enjoy a first round bye through the GSC Tournament, which begins at 4:00 p.m. today 
in the UWF Field House.  The team will begin its play in the tournament tomorrow at 2:00 p.m. vs. 
the winner of today's Shorter/Alabama Huntsville first round matchup. The GSC Tournament 
championship will be held Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
 

http://uwf.edu/offices/career-services/


For the latest information on University of West Florida athletics, follow the team on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram @GoArgos. For information on future games and to purchase tickets, 
visit goargos.com. 
 

#ARGOS# 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
COAHOMA SOFTBALL 

 
LADY TIGERS TRAVEL TO HIGGINS FOR SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT 

Coahoma softball inspires local youth in visit to middle school  
 
CLARKSDALE, Miss.— The Coahoma Community College softball team journeyed to Higgins 
Middle School Friday to meet students and discuss the importance of receiving a college education. 
Nearly one hundred Higgins students and staff turned out for the event, which was held in the 
school’s gymnasium. 
 
"I think it was a great thing," Coahoma softball coach Darnell Walker said after the event. "Some of 
the students over there need someone to impact their lives by speaking to them about the 
importance of education, and then some of the young ladies were interested in speaking to them, so 
we said 'We'll do it!'" 
 
Clad in their maroon CCC jerseys, a half-dozen Lady Tiger softball players, including Vyunna 
Harrington, Alexus Hunter and Gwana Childs, addressed the middle-schoolers, who filled a 
significant portion of the school’s famously large bleachers, for thirty minutes. The discussion was 
often free-flowing, and students had plenty of opportunity to ask questions. Topics ranged from the 
benefits of attending college to stopping bullying to what life in college is like. The players also 
discussed their majors and career goals, all of which, they agreed, would not be possible without 
the education they are receiving at Coahoma Community College. 
 
Higgins basketball coach Corney George was in attendance and expressed his enthusiasm for the 
softball team's presence and the event.  
 
"It's awesome," he gushed. "Whenever you have kids—especially kids who have been to this 
school already—come back and let the [students] know that they can accomplish anything they 
want to, it's always awesome." 
 
Coahoma athletic teams have invested themselves in community service opportunities throughout 
this semester. This was the second service event of the autumn for the softball team. The team 
previously spoke to students at Oakhurst Intermediate School on similar themes. Walker, the 
first-year head coach, is looking forward to doing even more in the near future.  
 
"Hopefully somewhere down the road we can continue to impact the community by doing 
something in the community, in Clarksdale," the coach said.  
 
The softball team opens its season on February 10 vs. Southwest Tennessee CC. For their complete 
2015 schedule, click  HERE . 
 
For pictures from their speaking event at Higgins, please click  HERE . 
 

#CCCSOFTBALL# 
 
 

http://coahomasports.com/schedule.aspx?path=softball&
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.470820126392541.1073742019.125672030907354&type=1


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
ROCKFORD AVIATORS BASEBALL 

 
AVIATORS CLOSE 2015 SEASON WITH $1 TICKET PROMOTION 

Rockford hosts final three-game series of the year this week vs. Frontier Greys 
 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 
 
LOVES PARK, Ill. --  The Rockford Aviators will battle the Frontier Greys Tuesday, Sep. 1 to 
Thursday, Sep. 3 at Aviators Stadium in Loves Park, and the team will celebrate its final homestand 
of 2015 with a special treat for fans. Tickets for all three games vs. the Greys will be just $1.  
 
“This is a great way to say thank you to our fans,” said general manager Brad Sholes. “We have 
appreciated the support that we have gotten all year long and look forward to a packed house at 
Aviators Stadium as we close the 2015 regular season and make our push toward the Frontier 
League playoffs.” 
 
The Aviators (45-44) will wrap their three-game series in Normal vs. the Cornbelters today at 3:05 
p.m. The team currently leads the Frontier League wild card race by one game.  
 
The $1 tickets promotion is sponsored by Townsquare Media stations 97 WZOK, Q 98.5, 96.7 The 
Eagle, and 1440 WROK. Start time for each game vs. the Greys will be 6:35. Fans can purchase 
their $1 tickets online at rockfordaviators.com or at the Aviators Stadium ticket window in Loves 
Park.  
 
Thursday will be the Aviators’ final “Thirsty Thursday” promotion of the 2015 season. All 
Budweiser and Bud Light drafts will be just $1. Thursday will also be the team’s final Gate 
Giveaway night of the 2015 season. The team will be giving away Aviator bobbleheads and foam 
fingers to the first five hundred fans at the gate Thursday.  
 
For more information on in-season promotions and the latest news on the Rockford Aviators, follow 
the team on Facebook @RockfordAviators and visit rockfordaviators.com. 
 

#AVIATORS# 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TEXAS AIRHOGS BASEBALL 
 
AIRHOGS ADD VETERAN BAT TAYLOR, FORMER YANKEES FARMHAND RUTCKYJ 

AirHogs strengthen roster ahead of long road trip 
 

JUNE 10, 2017 
 

GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas –  The Texas AirHogs are happy to announce the signing of veteran 
infielder Jake Taylor. A longtime pro, Taylor played for the Grand Prairie AirHogs in 2011, hitting 
.266 with 4 home runs and 25 RBIs. 
  
A native of Orange, California, Taylor played collegiately at Chaffey College before joining the 
Frontier League in 2010. He debuted in the American Association in 2011, helping the AirHogs to 
the only Association championship in team history. Taylor played with Sioux Falls, St. Paul and 
Joplin from 2012 through 2016.  
 
He played for Texas hitting coach Shelby Ford while Ford was interim manager in Sioux Falls in 
2016. After starting the 2017 season with the Canaries, he has joined the AirHogs in the run-up to 
the team’s 7-game road trip to Winnipeg and Sioux City. 
  
A career .273 hitter, Taylor appeared in 65 games season last year for the Canaries, hitting 12 home 
runs and racking up 38 RBIs. In eight seasons of professional baseball, he has accumulated 139 
extra-base hits and 214 career RBIs. 
  
The AirHogs have also signed for Yankees minor leaguer Evan Rutckyj. An eight-season pro like 
Taylor, Rutckyj owns a career 32-25 record and an ERA of 4.31 while playing for New York 
affiliates in the GCL, Tampa, Charleston, Staten Island, and Trenton. A native of Windsor, Ontario, 
he is expected to join the team when it begins its upcoming four-game series at Shaw Park vs. the 
Winnipeg Goldeyes Monday at 7:00 p.m. 
  
“These are both great pickups for our team,” said manager Billy Martin Jr. “I expect both to make 
major contributions to what we are trying to do going forward. I am excited to see what they will 
bring.” 
 
For the latest information on the AirHogs, follow the team on Facebook and Twitter 
@TXAirHogs. 
 

#AIRHOGS# 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
UNIVERSITY OF WEST FLORIDA MEN’S BASKETBALL 
 
ARGOS TAKE ON WEBBER INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, FAYETTEVILLE STATE 

THIS WEEKEND 
UWF heads to Valdosta State Thanksgiving Classic Saturday, Sunday 

 
NOVEMBER 24, 2017 
 
SATURDAY:   LIVE STATS  |   LIVE VIDEO 
SUNDAY:   LIVE STATS  |   LIVE VIDEO 
  
PENSACOLA, Fla. –  UWF men's basketball (5-0) will travel to the Valdosta State Thanksgiving 
Classic  in Valdosta, Ga. this weekend. The Argos will take on Webber International University at 
1:00 p.m. Central Time on Saturday and then battle Fayetteville State at 1:00 p.m. Central Time 
on Sunday. 
 
The Argos defeated Spring Hill College (2-2) 71-57 in the Arthur R. Outlaw Center Wednesday 
night.   Rashaan Benson  and   Darryl Tucker  each scored 18 points, and the Argos led for more 
than 38 minutes in the game, building a lead as large as 25. 
 
This is the second straight season that the Argos have begun 5-0. West Florida is currently 
outscoring opponents by more than 13 points per game. The team returns home Dec. 2 to open 
GSC play vs. Valdosta State at 4:00 p.m. 
  
WIN AT SPRING HILL 
 
* The Argos notched their fifth straight win by downing Spring Hill in Mobile 71-57 Wednesday 
in Mobile. UWF came out of the gate red hot, igniting an early 19-0 run after Spring Hill scored 
the first basket of the game to construct a double-digit lead before the game hit the four-minute 
mark.   Latrell Tidwell  starred for the team early, posting six of the Argos' first twelve points. 
* The win was the 250th of head coach Jeff Burkhamer's career as a four-year college coach. 
* West Florida shot 29-of-56 from the field in the game. The 51.8% mark from the field was just 
0.1% off the team's season-high, set in the first contest of the year vs. Albany State. UWF 
maintained the lead for over 38 minutes and built a lead as large as 67-42 with just under seven 
minutes remaining in the game. 
* The Argos notched a season-high ten total steals in the game and forced 18 turnovers. The 
West Florida bench outscored Spring Hill reserves 26-19. The Argos outscored the Badgers 
40-20 in the paint. 
* Benson matched his season-high with 18 points (6-10 FG, 3-4 3-PT FG). He also dished out 
four assists and finished with two steals. Tucker also matched his season-high with 18 points 
(7-10 FG, 4-4 FT). Tidwell notched a season-high seven points (3-5 FG) and led the team in 
rebounding with a season-high eight, including three on the offensive glass.   Moter Deng  finished 
5-of-9 from the field for 10 points. Thorpe posted six points (2-6 FG) and a season-high six 
steals. He now has ten steals over the last two games. 

http://www.sidearmstats.com/valdosta/mbball/
http://www.sidearmstats.com/valdosta/mbball/
http://www.esenetworks.com/page.aspx?id=5847&page-id=5875
http://www.esenetworks.com/page.aspx?id=5847&page-id=5875
http://www.sidearmstats.com/valdosta/mbball/
http://www.sidearmstats.com/valdosta/mbball/
http://www.esenetworks.com/page.aspx?id=5847&page-id=5875
http://www.esenetworks.com/page.aspx?id=5847&page-id=5875
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4515
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4515
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4521
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4521
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4524
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4524
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4518
http://goargos.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=4518


* "We got off to a great start," said UWF head coach   Jeff Burkhamer . "Our defense helped us to 
create some offense. I think our press helped us out early. It was a hard-fought game. They're 
always tough to play against." 
  
SCOUTING WEBBER INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
 
* The Warriors are 3-2 overall and 1-1 in The Sun Conference. Webber, an NAIA program based 
in Babson Park, Fla., opened its season with an 87-69 win over Edward Waters on Nov. 1 and 
followed that with a 102-79 victory over the University of the Virgin Islands on Nov. 7. The team 
lost to Edward Waters (76-68) and Southeastern University (98-67) before defeating Ave Maria 
University (88-58) on Nov. 18. 
* The team has played exhibitions so far this year vs. Stetson and Jacksonville. Both its games at 
the Valdosta State Thanksgiving Classic will count as exhibitions. 
* Webber is coached by Allen Corbin, who was hired as the head men's basketball coach at 
Webber in June of 2017. This is his first year as head of the Webber International men's 
basketball program. 
* The Warriors went 8-20 overall in 2016-17 and 3-13 in conference play. This year's team 
features eleven newcomers in addition to the new coaching staff. The Ledger of Lakeland, Fla. 
listed the team's key returners as center Jonathan Childs, forward McDonald Jean-Louis, guard 
Sheldon Durant, and guard Joseph Serrano. All are seniors. 
* The Ledger listed the team's key newcomers as senior guard Osandai Vaughn, junior guard 
Nikita Orap, senior center Obi Romeo, and junior forward Andre Brooks. 
* The Warriors are outscoring opponents 86-76 on average so far this season. The team is being 
led in scoring by Jonathan Childs, who is averaging 14.25 PPG. He is one of three players on the 
team averaging double figures so far this year. 
* Webber is outrebounding opponents 41.8-36.0 per game this season. Childs is also the team's 
top rebounder at 8.0 per game. Vaughn is second on the team with 7.8 rebounds per game. 
* This is the first time in program history that the Argos will battle Webber International. 
  
SCOUTING FAYETTEVILLE STATE 
 
* Fayetteville State is 1-2 on the season, dropping contests to Winston-Salem (82-75) and Clarion 
(81-76) before scoring its first win (65-55) vs. Wingate Nov. 18. The team is 0-2 so far this 
season on neutral floors. 
* FSU is coached by Ken Spencer, who is in his second year as the head coach of the men's 
program. He went 13-16 overall in his first year and 7-10 in the Central Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association. 
* Josh Bryant currently leads the team with 23.3 points per game. Willie Gilmore is second on 
the team in scoring with 16.3 PPG. 
* FSU is being outscored by opponents 72.7 to 72.0 per game this season. The Broncos and their 
opponents are each averaging 35.3 rebounds per game this year. 
* This will be the first time since 2007 that the Argos have played Fayetteville State. The teams 
met Dec. 30, 2007. Fayetteville State won 76-71 at Fayetteville State. 
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BENSON GETTING BUCKETS 
 
* Junior Rashaan Benson has scored at least 15 points in three of UWF's last four games. Benson 
matched his season-high with 18 points (6-10 FG, 3-4 3-PT FG) at Spring Hill. He also dished 
out four assists and finished with two steals. 
* Burkhamer on Benson's performance at Spring Hill: "This was his best game of the year. He 
was really aggressive and active early… I just thought he played a terrific game tonight." 
* Benson also dropped 18 points in an overtime victory vs. Fort Valley State on Nov. 12. 
  
GSC/NCAA LEADERS 
 
*   DJ Thorpe  is first in the GSC with 3.2 steals per game. As of Nov. 24, he is tied for 11th in 
NCAA DII men's basketball in the category. 
* Tucker currently leads the GSC with 11.8 rebounds per game, three more per contest than KJ 
James (Valdosta State), who currently ranks second with 8.0 RPG. Tucker is tied for second in the 
GSC with 1.8 blocks per game. As of Nov. 24, Tucker ranked tied for 9th in rebounds per game. 
*   Rashaan Benson  currently ranks third in the GSC with 5.4 assists per game and is tied for 
eighth with an assist/turnover ratio of 2.1. As of Nov. 24, he ranked 49th in NCAA DII men's 
basketball in assists per game. 
*   Moter Deng  is 14 of 15 from the line so far this year. His 93.3% efficiency from the stripe 
ranks him tied for first in the GSC. 
* West Florida has surrendered 63.4 PPG so far this year, the third-best mark in the conference. 
The 12.8-point average margin of victory is the fourth-best mark in the GSC. 
* UWF is currently fifth in the GSC with 38.4 rebounds per game. The Argos have the 
second-best turnover margin in the GSC, currently at +3.80 per game. 
* The Argos have held opponents to a 40.3% shooting mark from the field, the third-lowest 
percentage in the conference. 
  
ABOUT UWF 
 
* Third-year head coach   Jeff Burkhamer  has gone 32-28 at UWF, which includes last year's 
record-setting 20-9 campaign. He is 250-181 as a 4-year college coach and 405-222 all-time in 
22 seasons as a head coach. His 30-plus years' coaching experience includes his NCAA, Junior 
College and Continental Basketball Association career. 
* UWF returns seven letterwinners and four starters from a year ago, when the team set the 
school-record for wins in a season with 20 and shattered the record for conference victories, 
going 14-8 in the Gulf South Conference. 
* Last year, the Argos finished in the GSC top five in a number of categories, including scoring 
offense (78.9 PPG, 3rd GSC), assist-to-turnover ratio (1.15, 3rd GSC), offensive rebounds (13.3 
per game, 2nd GSC, 26th NCAA Div. II) and free throw attempts (724, 2nd GSC, 38th NCAA 
Div. II). 
* UWF is currently on an 11-game home winning streak dating back to a Jan. 2, 2017 victory 
over North Alabama. The Argos are on a 13-game win streak vs. non-conference opponents and 
are 13-2 in three years vs. non-conference opponents under Burkhamer. 
GSC PRESEASON COACHES POLL 
* UWF received one first-place vote and was picked to finish fifth in the Gulf South Conference 
preseason poll that was released in mid-October. The Argos received 130 total points and one 
first-place vote in the poll, finishing ahead of Montevallo, North Alabama, West Georgia, Union, 
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Lee, West Alabama, Mississippi College, Shorter and Auburn Montgomery and just one point 
behind fourth place Delta State. 
* Christian Brothers was picked to finish first in the GSC, garnering 158 total points and eight 
first-place votes. Valdosta State finished second, picking up 144 total points and four first place 
votes. Alabama Huntsville checked in at third with 139 total votes and one first place vote. Delta 
State finished fourth but did not receive any first place votes. 
* Owens Community College transfer   Shondell Jackson  and Kankakee Community College 
transfer   Latrell Tidwell  were selected as UWF's top newcomers. 
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