
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

by: Jason Kempf 

 May 1, 2013: There is an incredible amount of excitement surrounding the 
2013 edition of the St. Paul Saints as the players began to arrive in the Twin Cities 
from all over the country with the goal of winning an American Association 
championship.   George Tsamis has assembled a roster featuring all of the 
ingredients that great teams are made from.  There are veteran hitters with a track 
record of success in professional ball like Craig Brazell, Brad Boyer, and Joey 
Becker.  There is a starting rotation that looked to be one of the best in the league 
featuring Mark Hamburger, Anthony Claggett, Wes Roemer, Cole Nelson, and Luke 
Anderson.  There are fan favorites from the past back to deliver once again in Matt 
Meyer, Willie Cabrera, Dan Kaczrowski, and Adam Frost.  There is no reason the 
Saints shouldn’t spend their Labor Day figuring out who their first round opponent 
in the playoffs is, right? 

 Fast forward to today as the Saints are playing the Sioux City Explorers in 
games that have no impact on the playoffs due to the fact that the Saints were 
officially eliminated from contention with a sweep at the hands of Gary SouthShore 
one week ago.  How did it get to this point?  Let’s take a closer look at a season that 
featured more ups and downs than the Riptide Roller Coaster over at the Minnesota 
State Fair.   

 Although we didn’t realize it at the time, opening night gave us a sneak peek 
into how the rest of the season would play out for the Saints.  In a thrilling game 
with the Can-Am League’s New Jersey Jackals,the Saints grabbed an early 
advantage, blew the lead in the eighth inning, scored two runs in the bottom of 
ninth to tie the game in dramatic fashion, before bowing out in extra innings with a 
season-opening 6-4 loss.  The team rebounded to win the remaining three games in 
the series and continued their momentum by winning each of the next two series to 
reach their extended east coast trip with a 7-3 record. 

 The Saints departed for their annual marathon road trip, made necessary by 
the high school state tournament at Midway Stadium, on May 27.  This year the 
trip took them to Quebec and New York to take on three more clubs from the Can-
Am League.  During the trip we received the first signs that Mother Nature would 
be an issue this year when the team had games rained out in each of the first two 
cities they travelled to, making doubleheaders necessary in both of them.  They 
escaped the dreaded trip with a respectable 4-6 record and went on to play a 
franchise record six twin bills. Soon after returning home, the Saints received the 



news that the franchise leader in RBI and home runs Ole Sheldon, was going to 
return this season, giving the Saints a game-changing power bat from each side of 
the plate.  Unfortunately, the potentially dynamic duo of Sheldon and Craig Brazell 
didn’t get much time together as Sheldon spent a brief period of time on the 
disabled list getting back into baseball shape and Brazell was signed by Japan’s 
Chiba Lotte Marines in mid-June.   

 The offense was having plenty of success at that point, finding themselves at, 
or near, the top of the league in many categories, but the pitching staff, especially 
the bullpen, began to melt down late in games starting with a fateful series in Gary 
at the end of June.  During that four game sweep at the hands of the RailCats, 
closer Matt Meyer blew his first two saves of the season which set him on an 
uncontrollable slide that never let up until his eventual release in August. Even 
with their pitching struggles the Saints managed to stay afloat, holding a 22-20 
record at the end of June and remaining just 2.5 games behind the division leader. 

 The Saints won more games than they lost in July, but never put together a 
streak of wins that changed the complexion of the season.  While the Saints played 
just above .500 baseball during the month, Fargo-Moorhead began to exert their 
dominance in the division by taking as large as a 6.5 game lead over St. Paul.  The 
coaching staff revamped the bullpen with initial success, acquiring veterans like 
Jon Plefka and Bryan Henry while releasing some young players who couldn’t make 
a quick enough adjustment to the pro game.  The Saints were still very comfortable 
with where they were at in the playoff picture because their road-heavy early 
schedule meant that the Saints would spend most of August at Midway Stadium. 

 The Saints showed that they were going all in for the post-season with a 
couple of transactions in early August.  They first acquired Kyle Morrison in a trade 
with Newark to add another quality arm to the bullpen. Possibly the biggest move 
came when the Mexican League ended and slugger Brian Burgamy joined the squad.  
Burgamy homered in three straight games at one point, tying the franchise record.  
The new additions brought a momentary burst of success, but once again the good 
feeling would not last.  The team was swept again by the pesky RailCats in Gary 
and then all hopes for a potential post-season run came crashing down on a 1-6 
homestand at the end of August.  As the chips began to fall into place the Saints lost 
or parted ways with a number of key pieces.  Ole Sheldon returned to teach in 
Florida and Willie Cabrera to school in California. Catchers Dwight Childs and 
Adam Seaman were injured in the same game.  Manager George Tsamis looked to 
build for the future by trading outfielder Jose Hernandez to Fargo-Moorhead in 
exchange for three players.  Through it all the Saints in uniform continued to battle 



tooth and nail even as their hopes for a run to the playoffs were slipping away.  The 
final straw came on Sunday, August 25 when after their 6-3 loss to Gary 
SouthShore the Saints were officially eliminated from the playoff race.   

 The Saints also saw six players get purchased by major league clubs this 
season.  Robert Coe was grabbed by the Arizona Diamondbacks and Connor Whalen 
by the Chicago White Sox during the off-season, Cole Nelson was signed by the 
Atlanta Braves (he has since returned), Nick Ammirati by the Seattle Mariners, 
Brad Boyer by the hometown Minnesota Twins and Craig Brazell by the Marines.  

 Although you may not recognize all of the players on the field for these final 
three home games in 2013, it is a guarantee that they will show up to play hard for 
almost three hours every night.  Although they will not have a chance to compete 
for a championship let’s hope the Saints close the 2013 season the same way 
everyone hopes the 2014 season will begin; with a winning streak.   


