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 If asked to name the most versatile member of the 2013 St. Paul Saints there 
is a good chance that most people would scroll down the roster and settle upon the 
name of Dan Kaczrowski.  After all, the Hamline product has started games at first 
base, second base, and left field this season alone.  He also has played every position, 
but pitcher and catcher during his five year professional career.  With all due 
respect to Kaczrowski, he would probably take a back seat in versatility to a man 
who spends most of his day working not on the field, but in the bowels of Midway 
Stadium.  This man is the reason that the Saints take the field each night with 
uniforms that look almost brand new.  He is the reason the players have a large pre 
and post-game spread that can satisfy approximately 30 hungry men.  He is the 
reason that when a new Saints signee arrives at Midway Stadium he is welcomed 
with a locker complete with a personalized name plate, uniform, and batting 
practice apparel.  This man is the Saints clubhouse manager Ed Luka. 

 The 28-year old Luka is in the midst of his sixth season in that role with the 
Saints.  His career began back in 2008 when he graduated from Northwest Tech in 
Bemidji with a degree in Forestry.  After graduation, finding no luck in the job 
market, Luka spotted an advertisement in the Star Tribune about the need for 
someone to fill the Saints position.  He arrived to his interview with, “no resume, no 
experience, no anything”. When asked what made the relatively inexperienced Luka 
stand out in the interview process General Manager Derek Sharrer said, “Despite 
not having the paperwork or previous experience that some of the other candidates 
possessed, Ed stood out among the applicants.  In talking to him I felt that he was 
willing to put in the hard work necessary to be successful at the job.” Even without 
an impressive array of background materials Luka left the room as the top 
candidate, was offered the job the next day, and as he says, “the rest is history”.   

 A big part of working as a clubhouse manager is working odd hours and 
spending most of each day at the ballpark. “I always tell people that my day begins 
when the game ends”, says Luka.  At the conclusion of the game, the first priority 
for Luka and his assistant, Aaron Bauer, is to gather the uniforms of the players on 
both teams and start to do the laundry.  The fact that laundry is the most time-
consuming task of each night is the reason for Ed’s one and only rule in the 
clubhouse, “In the six years I’ve been doing this my only rule is that everybody must 
have their uniform off before heading to the spread table.  The veteran guys and 



George (Tsamis) have my back with it too.”  After finishing the laundry they clean 
the floors and stock the coolers in both the home and away clubhouses.  Luka 
estimates that he usually heads home for the night two and a half hours after the 
final out is recorded. 

 The next morning Luka arrives at the ballpark at 10:00 a.m., or nearly five 
hours before most of the Saints players begin to roll in.  The day of the game is 
spent doing laundry, making trips to the grocery store for food and drinks, sending 
the players mail out, and making last minute fixes or alterations to the uniforms.  
Although he has access to one of the best seats in the house during games, Luka 
rarely takes advantage.  Instead, you can find him doing more laundry, getting 
ready for the post-game meal, or maybe even scrambling home for a quick, but well-
deserved 20 minute break.  “In my first couple of years I spent a lot more time in 
the dugout, but now I prefer to be behind the scenes more.  I still follow the game on 
my computer and may run out to catch an inning or two here and there.”   

 Luka has had the opportunity to rub shoulders with many talented players 
and coaches during his time running the Saints clubhouse.  When asked if he had a 
favorite team to this point in his career he quickly responded with,” 2011, obviously 
it was special on the field with the championship run, but it was a great group of 
guys and everything clicked from the beginning.” On an individual level Ed has 
developed close personal friendships with current player Ole Sheldon and former 
Saint Jason Cooper, who was with the team from 2009 until 2011.  “I see Ole every 
day and talk to Cooper at least every other day as he has become one of my best 
friends.” He also credits George Tsamis and former Saints pitching coach Jason 
Verdugo with teaching him all there is to know about baseball. 

 While every team in the American Association spends time on the road, the 
clubhouse managers in the league’s North Division are the only of their kind that 
travel with the team.  So how does Luka pass the time on those double-digit hour 
road trips? “Well, I can’t sleep because I’m slightly claustrophobic so conversation, 
movies, internet, and my phone are what I rely on to pass the time.  I don’t mind 
traveling, but as I get older the long trips get less and less fun.”  Surprisingly, the 
road trips are not Luka’s least favorite part of the job.  That honor belongs to dust.  
“I usually sweep the clubhouse floor six or seven times during a game, but every 
time I leave and come back the dust is there again.”   

 The best part of the job, according to Ed, is the relationships he has 
developed over time with the players, coaches, and members of the Saints front 
office.  “Sometimes I am not having a great day, but I come in to work and everyone 



shows up with a good attitude and ready to do their job.  The people that work here 
are good people and this is a classy organization.”  Clearly, with his never-ending 
list of duties there is not an abundant amount of free time to enjoy, but given the 
rare off day Luka enjoys landscaping around his home or a trip to his cabin for a 
relaxing day of fishing on the lake. 

 As you sit comfortably in your seat at Midway stadium, food and beverage in 
hand, watching the Saints battle a worthy opponent on the field, take in the 
surrounding sights and sounds.  Notice how the players uniforms seem to fit them 
just right.  Notice that each player walks to the plate with a bat ordered specifically 
to his liking. Most importantly enjoy the game for Ed Luka, because although he is 
mere feet from the field he is running around some 20 feet under your seats making 
sure that everything is ready for the conclusion of tonight’s game.  After all his day 
is about three hours from beginning. 

  

  

  


