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Catch 44 
Player Profile: Snappers 2B Christopher Bostick 

 

BELOIT, WI – The MLB Draft can be a great experience for some amateur baseball players. Those who get 

selected in the first few rounds are often assured large bonuses and destined for long careers. For others, the 

draft is a long, monotonous process with a glimmer of hope in the form of a phone call. Christopher Bostick is a 

player who endured the latter. Picked in the 44th round of the 2011 Draft, the 1336th player selected, Bostick is 

trying to ensure he’s never overlooked again and is out to prove all the doubters wrong. “Every day,” he said, “I 

have to prove myself.” 
  

Originally from Rochester, New York, Bostick attended high school at the Aquinas Institute. In his sophomore 

year, his talent really started to show. “I had a game against [a pitcher who] was a senior,” said Bostick, “and 

he was getting some professional looks. A representative from the Cubs was at the game. I ended up having a 

really good game with four or five hits and a walk-off home run.” He went on to put up a .490 batting average 

that season, followed that up with a .507 mark as a junior and finished his high school career by hitting at a .510 

clip in his senior year.  
 

Despite having such a fantastic career, Bostick didn’t get a lot of attention for his exploits. It wasn’t an issue of 

talent, but of location. “In upstate New York,” he said, “high school baseball is a little different than it is in a lot 

of other places like Florida or California or Georgia. The competition isn’t everything it is in other places.” The 

weather was also huge detriment. “I only played 17 games in my senior year of high school,” said Bostick. 

“People would call to ask if they could come watch me play and time after time, I’d have to call them back to 

say the game got rained out or there’s snow on the field. That was a big obstacle that I had to go through in high 

school and I didn’t really do a lot of things like the Under Armour games.” Even with all these problems, 

Bostick and his family remained steadfast in the belief that there was a light at the end of the tunnel. “My 

parents always preached to me,” said Bostick, “that if I was good enough, they would find me. I was lucky 

enough to have scouts that were willing to come up and see me.”  
 

June 6, 2011: The first day of the 2011 MLB Draft. That year’s draft was scheduled to proceed over the course 

of three days, concluding on the 8th and including 50 rounds, the last time the draft would include so many. 

Starting in 2012, the MLB Draft would be a 40 round affair. Christopher Bostick was one of many young men 

sitting at home, waiting for a phone call from the big league club that had drafted him. That phone call proved to 

be much more elusive than he could’ve imagined. Two days later, he was still waiting. “If I could do it again,” 

he said, “I’d be out [doing something else]. I watched every day, thinking that I was going to be a higher pick, 

which made those three days kind of the worst three days of my life.” As the picks continued to roll by, the 

experience just got worse for the young infielder. “I thought that someone would take a chance,” he said. “As it 

went on I was like ‘This kind of [stinks]. I don’t want to watch anymore.’ If there is advice I could give to 

anyone who knows that they aren’t going to be a first rounder, I’d tell them to not even watch because it’s not 

worth putting yourself through that.” When pick No. 1336 arrived and Bostick finally got that phone call, all the 

waiting didn’t diminish the feeling at all. “Even as bad as I felt those three days,” said Bostick, “it was still an 

unbelievable feeling when my name finally did get called, especially being where I’m from.” It wasn’t long, 

however, before Bostick encountered the adversity that comes with being a 44th round pick. “I knew that being 

a 44th rounder wasn’t a big deal,” he said, “but everyone around me thought it was.” 
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For most high school seniors, being drafted in the 44th round meant that a trip to college was in their immediate 

future. Having already accepted a scholarship to St. John’s University, Christopher Bostick seemed like he 

would follow that same path, but he wasn’t about to shrug off this opportunity so quickly, even if a lot of other 

people were willing to do it for him. “It’s kind of a unique story,” he said, “because it seemed like right after I 

got drafted, everyone had already made the decision for me, that I was going to [college]. In the newspaper the 

next day it said something [about] Bostick getting drafted and he’s going to [attend college]. I’m reading that 

and no one [from the paper] had even called me. I don’t know who they heard that from.” 
 

After giving it a lot of thought, Christopher decided that he was ready to start his pro career. “You don’t see too 

many high school guys who fall that late end up signing,” he said, “but I felt that it was something I really 

wanted to do and I might as well do it while I’m young.” One factor that helped him make his decision was the 

backing of his family. “Everyone was supportive, my family was supportive,” he said. “I made sure they knew it 

was my decision and they didn’t push me to do anything. They just supported me and told me that they were 

going to be there for me no matter what. That was the biggest thing. It was completely my decision, I wasn’t 

pushed either way.” 
 

The first stop in minor league baseball for Christopher Bostick was rookie ball in the Arizona League, which for 

him, was like a whole new world of baseball. “It was a big adjustment,” he said, “especially the speed of the 

game. I hadn’t seen a 90-mph fastball ever. Then all of a sudden, I was seeing it every day. Probably the biggest 

thing I had to adjust to was playing every day.” Despite having to deal with such a new environment, Bostick 

flourished in fresh surroundings, raking to the tune of a .442 average in 52 at-bats. “It was almost no different 

than any other baseball that I’d ever played because I didn’t know any better,” he said. “I was just there playing 

baseball. I didn’t care who I was facing or who was there or who was watching. I think that doing well to begin 

with opened everyone’s eyes to the fact that I can actually do this.” The A’s were impressed enough to send 

Bostick up to short-season A-ball for his first full year with their organization. 
 

After only playing in 14 games in 2011 in Arizona, Bostick’s season with the Vermont Lake Monsters of the 

New York-Penn League in 2012 served as his true introduction to professional baseball. It got off to a solid 

start. Through July, Bostick was at .283 with three homers and 28 runs scored in 37 games. According to him, 

though, this was the beginning of the end for his 2012 campaign. “The biggest thing that I took from Vermont,” 

he said, “is that, in the beginning of the season, I did well and hit a couple home runs and it just seemed like I 

started to think that I was a home run hitter. That was when my season started to go down the drain. It was like 

I was swinging for the fences rather than just doing the things that had gotten me there and what I’m good at.” 

Christopher finished the year at .251, with 23 extra base hits, including three homers, and 29 RBIs. He took a 

lot away from that season. “It was,” he said, “a huge learning experience when I look back at it. When the 

season was over and I went home, I got a chance to evaluate the year that I’d been through. I was able to look 

back and say ‘That’s what I have to prepare myself for every single year.’ Beyond the stats, I learned how to be 

me and play my game and not do things that get me away from what helps me out the most. That’s probably the 

biggest thing, learning about myself and learning the things that help me get through my career.” 
 

Bostick arrived in Beloit with simple goals for his 2013 season. “Just stay consistent,” he said, “hit balls hard, 

not worry about how my stats are.” He got off to a slow start. At the end of April, Bostick’s batting average 

stood at .203 and he took the collar in the last three games of the month. “I wouldn’t attribute doing badly in the 

first month to anything except for not playing well,” he said. “I wasn’t doing my job, I wasn’t hitting balls hard, 

so it showed in the stats. I think, in the past couple months, I’ve been doing things differently, hitting more balls 
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hard, getting on base, trying to work counts, being aggressive early in counts on pitches I can handle. It shows.” 

He found his swing in May, batting an even .300, knocking in 16 runs and stealing six bases. In the last three 

games of the month, he homered twice and drove in six. This proved to be just a prelude to what was in store in 

June. 
 

The season’s third month didn’t seem like it was going to be anything spectacular for Bostick through the first 

nine days. He went 3-for-4 with a homer on the 1st, but then picked up only five hits in his next 26 at-bats. In his 

last at-bat in a game against Burlington on June 10th, he hit a solo homer as the Snappers won their seventh in a 

row. That homer was the start of a ridiculous hot streak. The next day, his two-run homer turned a 4-3 deficit 

into a 5-4 lead that held up for a win. After driving in three runs in the next three games, Bostick homered twice 

against Wisconsin in a 10-3 win. That victory also gave the Snappers sole possession of the top spot in the 

Western Division for the first time all year. That set the stage for the last day of the first half. 
 

Beloit faced off against the Clinton LumberKings on June 16th seeking a win that would seal a First Half 

Division title. Clinton played the role of spoiler well, taking a 7-6 lead into the ninth. With two outs and a man 

on, the Snappers rallied back. A single, a walk and an infield hit scored the tying run. That brought up Bostick 

with a chance to win the game. “I was excited, first of all,” said Bostick. “It was another at-bat with the bases 

loaded.” When Bostick lined a single back through the middle, the game was over and the First Half Western 

crown belonged to the Snappers. “It was awesome,” said Bostick. “You can’t really think anything other than 

‘We won! We did it.’ We knew what was on the line. We knew that all we had to do was win that game to 

clinch first place. It was a weight lifted off of everyone’s shoulders. When that final run scored, everyone 

relaxed.” Despite his game-winning hit, Bostick believes the credit should go elsewhere. “I think that people 

really downplay all the at-bats before mine,” he said, “because we had two outs and a man on first base and 

three guys got on base before me. In many ways, that’s a harder job than mine. I think that they deserve the 

credit.”  
 

In the final week of the first half, Christopher Bostick batted .458 with four homers and an astounding 14 RBIs. 

He was named Midwest League Player of the Week for his efforts. He entered the All-Star Break with nine 

homers and 47 RBIs, one shy of the team lead. “I’m happy with the way that things are going besides the stats,” 

said Bostick. “I know that for the past month and a half or so, I’ve been somewhat locked in, hitting the ball 

hard and doing the things that I need to do to make my stats go up. I can take a lot from the first half, playing 

hard, doing well, hitting the ball hard and roll it over into the second half because when the momentum is with 

you, when things are going right, that’s when the home runs and all those different things start coming. Those 

are the things that I’m going to take to the second half, keep the confidence and know that I can do it. I have a 

job to do every single at-bat and I try my best to do it.” 
 

Being a 44th round draft pick may not be ideal, but Christopher Bostick has certainly made the best of it. He’s 

right where he wants to be. “A lot of people ask me if I wish I’d have been in a different place,” he said, “and, 

obviously looking back at it, I wonder what would’ve happened if I was from Florida or California. I think I 

kind of embraced the whole thing, being picked in the 44th round, this round that doesn’t even exist anymore. 

It’s something that I keep with me, looking back at the draft and seeing all the people picked before me. It’s one 

of those things where you look back at it and you realize you can’t do anything different. When it comes down 

to it, I don’t know if I would change anything.” 

 

 


