
HEARTBREAKER MARKS FIRST RAPTORS SERIES LOSS
Dropped pop-up completes Grand Junction’s ninth-inning comeback after eight 
scoreless innings

GRAND JUNCTION, CO - Twice in 2019, the Ogden Raptors have lost on a walk-off. Both times, 
they entered the bottom of the final inning with a lead.

In the first half of the season, the Raptors suffered a loss on the road just twice – once, a walk-
off at Grand Junction. But after the first road series of the second half, that number doubled, 
and with that Ogden suffered a series loss for the first time this year.

Wednesday night, the rubber match with the Rockies was a tight affair, with neither side 
breaking through until the ninth. Once in the final inning, both defenses lapsed as both sides 
scored. In the end, Grand Junction was celebrating on the field with a 2-1 win.

Ogden, having taken a 1-0 lead in the top of the ninth, saw a leadoff single, wild pitch and 
sacrifice bunt put the tying run on third base against Corey Merrill. with one out and an 0-2 
count, the Rockies received a sharp ground ball up the middle to tie the game. Shortly 
thereafter, a pickoff throw went awry and the runner moved to third. A grounder to third base 
kept the runner from breaking for home as the second out was recorded. A pitching change 
brought Hunter Speer into the game, and he induced a pop-up that seemed destined to send 
the game to extra innings. Unfortunately, when it came down it bounced out of the glove of Zac 
Ching for an error, allowing the winning run to score from third.

The Raptors, after watching plenty of hard-hit balls find leather throughout the game, got on 
the board in the ninth. Sauryn Lao walked, went to third as Marco Hernandez’s ground ball was 
snared on a dive but thrown away at second, and scored on a Jon Littell sacrifice fly to right.

Ogden’s offense, after putting just one runner on base in the first three innings, got two on in 
the fourth but saw a double play end the inning. Hernandez walked and advanced to second in 
the fifth but was stranded as Littell’s line drive was caught in right field, and a deep fly and 
groundout stranded two in the sixth.

A rally in the eighth looked like it would set the Raptors up nicely, but a poor decision stymied 
the chance to score. With two on and one out, Ryan Ward smashed a ground ball toward first. 
It trickled out of the first baseman’s glove and into foul territory, and Jeremy Arocho was waved 
around to try to score from second base. The first baseman collected the ball and fired home in 
plenty of time, however, and a pop-up ended the frame on the very next batter.

Elio Serrano pitched his best game of the year, throwing six shutout innings while allowing just 
three hits and striking out six. He didn’t allow a base hit in his final three innings of work.

The Rockies threatened against Serrano in the third with a pair of singles, but with two out a 
deep drive was hauled in by Ward in left-center.



The loss was the second in the three-game series by Ogden, dropping them to 3-2 and a share 
of second place in the Pioneer League South division second-half standings.

The Raptors next take on the Rocky Mountain Vibes in Colorado Springs for a four-game set 
leading up to the All-Star break.


