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FARGO-MOORHEAD
The St. Paul Saints are now three-quarters of the way through 
the 2018 season. In the midst of an American Association 
North Division playoff push, they will now need to lock in over 
a 10-game homestand, their longest of the season. This stretch 
may very well make or break their summer as it features all 
divisional opponents in the Gary Southshore Railcats, Sioux 
Falls Canaries and Fargo-Moorhead RedHawks. The first and 
final leg of the homestand pits the Saints against the two teams 
(Gary Southshore & Fargo-Moorhead) with the best chance to 
derail St. Paul’s postseason aspirations.

Fortunately for the Saints, they have witnessed a recent 
resurgence at CHS Field after going 11-14 at home through 
the first half of the season. The bats have come alive and 
particularly at the top of the order led by outfielder Max 
Murphy. Through his first 23 games in the leadoff position 
(beginning on July 3rd), Murphy hit .386 (39-101). Over that 
period, he logged 13 multi-hit games and reached safely nine 
times to begin the game. He also registered 17 runs batted in, 
second most on the team during that span.

The power in the middle of the order has continued to come 
from mid-season acquisition, Burt Reynolds. The outfielder, 
in his first 29 games, slugged 11 home runs for the Saints, 
including a 13-game stretch from June 24-July 9 in which he 
hit nine of his round-trippers. He has also driven in a team-high 
34 runs during his time in St. Paul while stealing eight bases. 
His team will need him to continue his hot hitting against their 
first opponent, which stymied the Saints the last time they met.

Right off the bat, the Saints battle the Railcats for four games, 
a team that has held a head-to-head advantage through their 
first three meetings. St. Paul drew first blood in the opening 
series of the season, taking two of three at U.S. Steel Yard, 
before Gary evened the series by winning two of three at 
the end of May at CHS Field. After only four days separated 
those two series, the Saints would have to wait another 54 until 
their next encounter. Unfortunately, it did not go as planned 
with the Railcats completing a three-game sweep behind 
dominant starting pitching. Game one, which was halted and 
postponed after one inning due to rain, saw the Saints hitters 
muster a season-low four hits and shut out 3-0. In game two, 
played after the conclusion of the first contest, the Saints fell 
flat 6-1, before losing the finale in 11 innings, 6-5.

It will be imperative for St. Paul to get off to a fast start because 
as of July 30th, the Railcats had scored first in 12 consecutive 
contests. They went 11-1 over that period. The good news is 
one of Gary’s best weapons and starter, RHP Daniel Minor, 
recently signed with the Saltillo Saraperos of the Mexican 
League. Without Minor to anchor a staff that was second in the 
league in team earned run average (3.66) through 65 games, 
this could be the best time for the Saints to strike.

Next, the Sioux Falls Canaries will enter for four games and 

represent the middle of the homestand. They are a much 
better matchup on paper for St. Paul as from July 13-29, the 
Canaries went 5-10 and are currently battling the Chicago 
Dogs to stay out of the cellar of the North Division. However, 
there is an offensive threat in outfielder Chris Grayson, who 
was second in the league in stolen bases (21) through his first 
60 games. He hit the only home run in the first three games 
between the two teams, back on June 9. St. Paul won the series 
two to one, thanks in large part to their pitching holding Sioux 
Falls hitters to a .170 average (16-94). Also, pitching lately with 
a chip on his shoulder for the Canaries has been former-Saint 
(2018) and right-hander Jake Esch. The St. Paul, MN native 
joined the birds on July 3 and although inconsistencies have 
followed, as evident by his 4.54 ERA through his first six starts, 
he twirled 7.0 shutout innings against the Winnipeg Goldeyes 
on July 18. Some added motivation against his old teammates 
here at CHS Field could make things interesting should he get 
the opportunity.

The final stage of the Saints longest homestand of 2018 will 
be a two-game set versus the always pesky Fargo-Moorhead 
RedHawks. The first time the two teams met here, the RedHawks 
took the first and last games of the series, yet the lone Saints 
win may have been the most memorable of the summer. In 
a come-from-behind 6-5 victory, manager George Tsamis 
won his 1,000th professional game at the helm, becoming 
just the fifth manager in Independent Baseball to do so. He 
joined Butch Hobson (currently with the Chicago Dogs), Doug 
Simunic (formerly with the Fargo-Moorhead RedHawks), Greg 
Tagert (currently with the Gary SouthShore Railcats), and 
Sparky Lyles (formerly with the Somerset Patriots). 

In early July, St. Paul split a three-game series, one at CHS Field 
and two at Newman Outdoor Field. Game one was forgettable 
as the Saints were shutout 4-0. However, in what has arguably 
sparked their second-half surge, the Saints won the final two 
games on the road with a five-run ninth inning to win game 
two, 7-6, before getting 8.1 innings from their bullpen to help 
take the finale, 8-5. Two members of the RedHawks who, were 
particularly hot through the first two meetings, were infielder 
Yhoxian Medina and ex-Saint outfielder Tim Colwell (2017). 
Medina has slashed a mere .255/.282/.297 through his first 47 
games, but was 9-21 (.429) with six runs scored in six contests 
versus St. Paul. Colwell, who was named Pointstreak Hitter of 
the Week during early July, has felt comfortable against his 
old team and roped six doubles with five RBI over the first two 
series.

In their first homestand after the halfway point, the Saints went 
5-1, including the completion of the first season sweep of a 
team in franchise history – 5-0 versus the Wichita Winguts in 
2018. They will look to continue their hot home stretch against 
three quality opponents in what is their most important 
homestand of the season. The Saints have yet to play their 
best baseball and they made need to, considering a slip over 
these 10 days could be the difference between missing the 
postseason for a second consecutive year and a deep run into 
mid-September.

THE BIG ONE


