Easley on Fire for BayBears
By Graham Doty
Ed Easley’s journey began his senior year at Olive Branch High school in Olive Branch, Miss.  He was already a top name in the state of Mississippi and major league scouts and colleges across the country took note.  
“My first high school game in my senior year, there were 30 scouts sitting behind home plate to watch me play,” Easley said.  “It was a very, overwhelming experience.”

He was named a Louisville Slugger High School All-American and the Gatorade Player of the Year for the State of Mississippi. Easley was one of 35 players invited to play in the U.S. Army High School All-American Baseball Game in Albuquerque, N.M.
After his senior season ended, it became decision time for Easley.  He talked with major league teams and universities almost every night. The New York Yankees and Milwaukee Brewers were extremely interested. They told Easley they wanted to spend one their first couple of picks on the catcher, and they each flew Easley and his family in for a workout at their stadium. Two days after he got back home from New York, former Mississippi State baseball coach Ron Polk stopped by Easley’s house to pay him a visit.

“Coach Polk never comes to a recruit’s house. He always gets his assistant coaches to do it,” Easley said. “Coach told me that during his entire coaching career, he had only been to one other recruit’s house and that was Will Clark.”

Easley chose to attend college to play baseball for the next three years instead of going straight to the minors. He notified every team in Major League Baseball that he was going to school and wouldn’t sign. On draft day, he didn’t hear his name called. Easley picked Mississippi State over Georgia Tech and Clemson.

“I chose Mississippi State because it’s close to home, and they have a great tradition,” Easley said. “I had the chance to play right away and my family went to all of the games, home and away.”

The decision paid off for Easley as he led the Bulldogs to the College World Series in 2007 and won the Johnny Bench Award, which is given to the nation’s top collegiate catcher. He edged out Georgia Tech’s Matt Wieters and Florida State’s Buster Posey. He was a supplemental first round draft choice by the Arizona Diamondbacks in 2007.
“I don’t regret the decision of going to school and going to Mississippi State at all,” Easley said.  “I met some of my best friends during my time there, and I got to play in the College World Series in Omaha. It was an awesome experience.”
In his second season with the BayBears, Easley has put together solid numbers. After a slow start to the season, Easley has been red hot at the plate. At the time of this article, Easley was riding a 10-game hitting streak and was batting an eye-popping .500 in the second half. The BayBears catcher had cracked six doubles with 18 RBI for the season as he tries to help lead the BayBears back to the postseason.
“At Mississippi State, we played around 60 games a season and in the minor leagues we play 140,” Easley said.  “It can be a grind, but I love coming to the stadium and playing baseball.  I am lucky to be able to do what I love for a living.”
