The Big Picture

Just call them the champions of the West. The Twins
come into their final series against Oakland with a
23-10 mark against the American League West as a
whole, clinching a winning record against said division
for the first time since 2007. That ties the Yankees, who
are also 23-10 versus the junior circuit’s smallest
division {records through September 8th).

What To Watch

Expect a close game. The Twins have met the
A's six times this season and despite only losing
once, they've done anything but dominate the
team from the Bay area. Five of those six games
have been decided by a single run, the only
exception being a 2-0 victory on August 14th
behind a complete game from Brian Duensing.

Offenses have been non-existent for hoth teams
in the season series. The Twins have a slight
edge while outscoring Qakland 23-17. While
(Oakland’s offensive output has been a problem
all season, a young, talented Oakland staff has
heen able to shut down a usually potent Twins'
lineup. Several Twins’ regulars have struggled
against the A's, including Denard Span, Michael
Cuddyer, Jason Kubel and 1.J. Hardy, who are
a combined 8-63 (.127) with four runs scored
and three RBI between them.
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