GRIFFEY BACK IN THE DUGOUT

Former Reds Slugger Resumes Coaching Role

Dayton, Ohio – For the first time in nearly a decade, Ken Griffey, Sr., will look forward to spending most of his afternoons in the dugout. The former Reds All-Star, who spent 19 seasons in the major leagues, is set to return to his role as batting coach in 2010 with the Dragons.

“I’m excited to have the chance to work with these young players, to help them improve,” said Griffey. “I am also looking forward to heading to the ball park on a daily basis once again – it’s a lot more fun than sitting in an office.”

Griffey spent five seasons as a hitting coach in the Reds organization, most recently in 2001. He then became a Special Assistant to the Reds General Manager and served as a roving hitting instructor with frequent trips to Dayton. Griffey currently is serving as Commissioner of the new Florida Winter Baseball League.

“The Reds asked me to come back to coaching full time, and I didn’t hesitate to accept,” said Griffey. “I want to have a positive influence on this group of guys.”

Griffey, who will turn 60 two days after the season begins, brings more than just hitting knowledge with him to the Dragons, according to manager Todd Benzinger.

“Kenny is a fatherly type,” Benzinger said. “He is seen as a legendary figure through the eyes of a lot of these younger players. Back when we were teammates with the Reds, he was always going out of his way to help guys swing the bat better.”

“Everyone knows who Ken Griffey Sr. is,” said new Dragons shortstop Mariekson Gregorius. “He’s a big-name guy with tons of experience. I can’t wait to work with him this season.”

During his Major League playing career, which spanned from 1973 to 1991, Griffey enjoyed two stints with the Reds (’73-’81, ’88-‘90) in addition to stops with the Yankees (’82-‘86), Braves (‘86-’88), and Mariners (’90-’91). After playing nearly 2,000 Major League games, Griffey is eager to share his experiences.

“He’s quick to tell stories and, boy, he has a lot of them,” said Benzinger. “He also has a knack for telling jokes, which makes him very approachable. He’s a lot of fun to be around.”

Griffey was named an All-Star three times during his career and won two World Series championships. He finished with a career batting average of .296, 152 homeruns and 859 RBI. In 1976 he finished second in the National League with a .336 batting average, and was eighth in the MVP voting.

“I’ve always felt like I was a good hitter,” said Griffey. “Hitting to me is the most exciting part of baseball. I am in a position now to share all that I know about hitting with guys who share that passion and viewpoint. Hopefully, we will see some improvement in the batters’ box early on.”

In 2009, the Dragons finished fifth in the Midwest League in hitting with a .262 team batting average. Third baseman Carlos Mendez ended the year with a .308 average, a team-high.

“There’s always room for improvement,” said Griffey. “It’s now my job to make sure that happens.”

